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The front cover photograph captures the feel of autumn and was 
taken by Gary Deckert on a walk in Rouge National Urban Park.

On the back cover, fine details of two sleek, crested cedar 
waxwings are beautifully illustrated through Don Fowler’s 
lens. Enjoy more of Don and Cindy Fowler’s work in the pages 
of this issue.

90th Birthday Celebrations
Birthday congratulations to Jim 
Lyle who will celebrate his 90th 
birthday on December 2.  Jim was 
born in Ruscombe, a little village 
on the Thames.  He was educated 
in Ireland and emigrated to Canada 
in 1956. Jim has been a resident 
of Swan Lake for 20 years and is 
one of the original members of The 
Swan Lake Palette Club. 

Joan Crilly was born 
November 20, 1932 in 
Toronto and has been a 
resident of Swan Lake 
for 23 years. She is one 
of the prolific painters in 
The Swan Lake Palette 
Club. Congratulations on 
your 90th!

Announcements:
If you are celebrating a 
90th or greater birthday 
or a significant anniversary 
(in multiples of five), 
please send pictures and 
information to:
editorlakeview@gmail.com

Happy 100th Birthday JoanHappy 100th Birthday Joan
Long-time resident, Joan Kaufman, celebrated 
her 100th birthday with family and friends on 
October 22, 2022 at The Gardens clubhouse. 

Born in Greenwich, England 
on October 20, 1922, Joan 
grew up in an army family and 
lived in the Chatham area of Kent in 
the southeast part of the country. As 
with many of her generation, World 
War II was a defining moment in her 
life. Enlisting at the age of 18 in the 
Royal Air Force, she experienced 

the comradeship, stress and loss of war, serving as 
a communications and signals officer at coastal air 
bases, part of RAF Coastal Command. This is when 
she met her life partner, a young RCAF fighter pilot, 
Frank Kaufman. They married in 1945, with Joan 
arriving in Canada as a war bride in 1946. Together 
they raised three children.

Frank rejoined the RCAF in 1948, launching a 
shared journey of 35 years of service in the Air Force 

that included postings to Trenton, Paris, 
Germany, Winnipeg, Ottawa, and lastly 
London, England, as part of the diplomatic 
consular service at the High Commission 
there. Theirs was very much a working 
partnership, particularly when overseas, 

with Joan having an active social role within the 
air base and external community, and in diplomatic 
circles when stationed in London. 

Retirement and an opportunity to deepen ties 
with a growing family followed when Joan and 
Frank returned to Canada in 1986. Joan moved to 
the Swan Lake community in 1999 from Manotick, 
just outside Ottawa, to be close to her family 
following the passing of her husband.

Joan continued to travel into her 90s, 
staying strongly connected to family and friends 
in England, and rediscovering the joy of the 
English countryside. Today, that joy extends to 
time spent with family, which now includes two 
great grandchildren.
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The end of 2022 is quickly approaching. This is 
Lakeview’s last issue of the year. Soon there 

will be white flakes in the air and temperatures 
will be below zero. Winter is coming. Living in 
Canada makes us always aware of four different 
seasons, although winter seems to be the longest.

The change in weather means a change in some 
of the activities in Swan Lake Village. The bocce 
players finished their season with a luncheon. The 
golf season for the ladies ended in September. The 
annual picnic barbecue on The Boardwalk Way took place while 
the weather was good.

Some activities have resumed after the pandemic pause. 
Probus, reborn as The Village Club, has had two interesting 
meetings, as reported in this issue.

The Jammers are entertaining once again on Pub Nights.
The Travel Club, after arranging stage tours, first to Stratford and 

then to Niagara on the Lake, announced a mystery tour. Residents 
signed up for the overnight trip without any idea where they would 
be going. There are some very trusting people in the village.

The Swan Lake Events committee has been busy and will be 
even busier now that groups can meet again. The committee held 
the first Meet and Greet since the beginning of the pandemic. New 
residents finally had a chance to find out more about our village.

The Music by the Lake Committee opened with an outdoor 
concert at the butterfly garden, featuring Cara Chisholm. A bit of 
rain didn’t dampen the spirits of the audience.

Friends of Swan Lake, outlining the group’s goals, held an 
informative meeting with some candidates in the local elections. In 
this issue, photographs taken by Don and Cindy Fowler depicting 
the many forms of wildlife in Swan Lake Park, emphasize the 
importance of saving our lake.

In November we are reminded of the sacrifices that have been 
made in defence of Canada. Stories by Margery Brown and Bill 
Ferguson inspire reflection on these sacrifices.

In our usual columns, Judi McIntyre is featured in “Who’s Who 
in Lakeview”; there is more information about cyber safety; and 
“Tips on Sips” takes a different turn.

There are stories about an elderly gentleman shrinking; about a 
castoff in a kitchen; and about taking a walk with cows.

I wish you a great holiday season, and a welcome to the new 
year filled with joy and enthusiasm.

Table of Contents From the Editor...

Gary
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From the Chair
by Brian Slater

In recent issues we have highlighted many of the 
people who make Lakeview happen. This has 

included the Lakeview Board, the new group 
of contributing editors and the proofreaders. 
Getting Lakeview to you also takes a wonderful 
distribution team. The current distribution team 
consists of Mary Jo Turner, Donna Kemp, Hans 
and Gudrun Schulz, May Annamunthodo, 

Cindy Knowles, Ann Turner, Dave McGinnis, 
Barb and Tony De Byl, Cae Lyons, Norm and Irma Smith, 
Lindy Deckert,  Marg and John Chapman, Art Brown, Joan 
Redmond, Dorothy Young, George and Adriana Visintin, 
Herman Tai, Vivienne and Gord Sweezey, Bob and Joan 
Embury, Christine and Dieter Bressel, Rita Pardatscher and 
Richard Jones. Marilyn Patterson delivers a copy to our “retired” 
residents now living at Amica Swan Lake and at Chartwell 
Rouge Valley.  

Nancy and Joe Susko of Key Cursor Inc., Lakeview’s graphic 
design team, are instrumental in production and delivery.

The most important part of Lakeview is you, the residents. 
As our masthead says, Lakeview is “for, about and by the people 
of Swan Lake Village.” Without you and your contributions, 
either by submission of articles or by participation in various 
groups and activities in the village, we would have nothing to 
write about. 

On behalf of the Lakeview Board, I would like to wish all 
of you a wonderful holiday season. May we all be able to 
enjoy it once again with family and friends, and may it be 
filled with peace, joy and love, leading into a happy, healthy 
and safe New Year. c

Brian Slater

Remembering
Sharon Andrews, 17 Blue Heron Beach Way

Ann Armstrong, 10 Sandpiper Key Way

Sylvia Baigrie, formerly of 6 Augusta Drive Way

Bashir Din, 85 The Boardwalk Way, #122

Ione (Onie) Hardcastle, formerly of Wood Duck Island Way

Dr. Edward Meade, 85 The Boardwalk Way, #319

Ron Murray, 55 The Boardwalk Way, #303



Thank you,
George Visintin!

Recently, a number 
of residents attended 

an information session 
at The Gardens given by 
George Visintin, Treasurer 

of YRSCC 1217. George’s presentation was 
focussed on the financial process that happens 
throughout each fiscal year. 

There are 425 units consisting of detached 
and semi-detached homes which comprise 
YRSCC 1217. These units range in age between 
12 and 25 years. Initially, there were nine 
separate corporations, but many residents 
realized that savings could be had by forming 
one corporation for bulk buying possibilities. 
YRSCC 1217 was born December, 2012.

George emphasized the importance of internal 
due diligence, a code of ethics for all board 
and VAC members, as well as ongoing reserve 
fund studies and monitoring. There is a 
finance committee comprised of residents with 
accounting experience to support George in his 
work as treasurer. A monthly financial report is 
presented to the board for approval. 

We learned that our condo fees are used to 
finance two areas: Operating Expenses and 
Reserve Fund Contributions. Operating Expenses 
cover the day-to-day costs of maintaining 1217 
in good condition and the cost is divided equally 
amongst the 425 units. The Reserve Fund 
contributions are mandated by the Ontario 
government and are intended to ensure that 
future replacement costs are funded by all 
owners. Replacement costs cover not only the 
building envelope such as doors, windows and 
roofs, but also paving and eavestroughs, as well 
as other assets that wear out over time.

George managed to hold our attention 
throughout the presentation with his dry sense 
of humour and excellent preparation. Thank 
you for a job well done, George. We know we’re 
in good hands! c

Tuesday, August 30, marked the first Meet and 
Greet event in three years. The COVID pandemic 
necessitated the postponement of the annual 
gatherings. New residents, who had moved 
into Swan Lake Village from September 2019 
through August 2022 were invited.

Soon after moving in, new residents are 
visited by a member of the Welcome Com-
mittee, and given a package with information 
about the village. This approach starts the 
connection to village life.

The Meet and Greet is essentially a social 
gathering. New residents can meet and mingle 
with other newcomers and with volunteers of 
the Welcome Committee, as well as the Meet 
and Greet Committee, whose main role is to 
ensure that residents feel part of our vibrant 
community.

As Chair of the Meet and Greet Committee, 
Ruth Bessant welcomed the 85 new residents 
in attendance. She introduced the chairs of the 
condominium boards; Diane Sweeney, Chair 
of the Swan Lake Events Committee, and 
Vivienne Sweezey, head of the Welcome 
Committee. Mark Petit, Chair of the Village 
Amenities Committee (VAC), encouraged 
everyone to get involved, and to access the 
Swan Lake Village website to learn what is 
available to residents in the village.

Thanks to the many volunteers who made 
the evening such a success. It truly does “take 
a village.” c
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Keeping the Books 
by Val Taylor

Welcome New Residents 
by Ruth Bessant



by Margery Brown

With the outbreak of war in Europe 
in 1914, young men from across 

Canada answered the call to “serve King 
and Country” and enlisted.

Edwin and Hal sit, shoulder to 
shoulder, their backs against sandbags, 
lining a bunker, cleaning Enfield rifles. 
Now fast friends, they had first shaken 
hands in a train coach bound for a train-
ing camp, Edwin from Parry Sound, 
Harold from Medicine Hat. With equal 
measures of patriotism and youthful 
restlessness motivating them to seize 
the opportunity to travel outside rural Canada, 
so far, through training in Eastern Canada and 
England, they have managed to stay together.

Their first engagement, baptism in fire, had 
been Vimy Ridge, followed by extensive exercises 
in preparation for the battle where they find 
themselves now—Passchendaele. The objective 
here is to gain a foothold on German-held territory 
where both French and English forces before them 
have failed. Both are scared. No need to admit it.

Acutely conscious of silence, without the 
usual relentless grumbling of men subsisting in 
appalling conditions, absently scratching a rat 
bite on his ankle, Edwin cannot help but think 
that those they will shoot and maul must surely 
be lads much like themselves, cold and afraid. 
The once green fields of Passchendaele are a sea 
of mud, punctuated by burnt stumps that had 
been trees. Orders have come down. Tonight, 

bayonets fixed, they go over the 
top. It is November 10, 1917, the date 
that Canadian forces will prevail; 
and the night that over 15,000 young 
Canadians will die.

Leg muscles strain as mud sucks 
at boots. Dodging water-filled 
craters and blackened stumps, Hal 
and Edwin, all of them, forge ahead 
into hell. Bodies fly everywhere, 
bowled over like ninepins, German and 
Canadian alike. Edwin’s progress is 
halted by an overpowering jolt in his 

lower back, and he, too, spins off his feet. Sensing 
Hal fall, he calls Hal’s name in vain. Knowing that 
men can drown in the mud of Passchendaele, he is 
thankful to be face up, but, although feeling no pain, 
is terrified to be unable to move his legs. He knows 
his pal is dead. Convinced that he too will die, alone 
and uncounted, and so very far from home, he gives 
thanks that he has killed no one.

Pale dawn lights the sky. A boy, crying for 
his mother, is silent at last. Only when a scream 
is immediately followed by another does Edwin 
realize it has come from his own parched throat. 
Pain, the slumbering monster, has been awakened 
by Red Cross stretcher bearers rolling him onto 
canvas suspended between two poles. Hal’s 
mutilated body lies nearby. Edwin’s fingers brush 
his blessedly untouched face, as his kind and 
weary rescuers tell him, “Sorry, kid, we can’t help 
him now, but you, young fella, are going home.” c

Just an Ordinary Boy

Reflecting
Every year in November, 
we reflect on those who have 
fought and made sacrifices 
defending our country.
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by Bill Ferguson

Uncle Albert was a tall, husky aboriginal man 
from the west coast, somewhere around 

Victoria, I think. He would take us fishing at his camp 
in northern Ontario. After a drive of about two hours 
west of Timmins, there was a two-hour boat ride 
with two portages and passages through two sets 
of narrows to a camp that he had himself built at the 
headwaters of a long chain of lakes and rivers.  

Did I mention that Uncle Albert had only one 
leg?  He had fought his way up from the beaches 
of Ortona, Italy and survived to get a day of 
rest while reinforcements kept the enemy on 
the run. He chose to sleep under the front of his 
tank. Unfortunately the tank was a target for an 
enemy shell. He received shrapnel in both 
exposed legs. As a result, he lost his left leg 
above the knee. It didn’t keep him from doing as 
he pleased, though. You might find his pants and 
the prosthetic leg at the edge of the lake when he 
decided to go for a swim. He even drove a truck 
with a standard transmission.

There is one memory that sticks in my mind. One 
day, we happened to be across from the oil tank farm 
at Keele and Steeles north of Toronto. He stopped, 
stood and stared at the tank farm in silence for 
what seemed like a long time. Finally, he said, “We 
destroyed a farm like that,” and as he spoke, 
I thought I could see flames rising up in his eyes. c 

Remembrance Day
Memory

Tribute to
Queen Elizabeth II

September 8, 2022...1:30 p.m.
by Glen Houghton

“The Queen is dead. Long live the King!”
What strange words.
Our Monarch has gone; a nation mourns
The loss of someone who has always been there, 
Ever gracious, lovely, and wise,
Yet not without troubles.
A family divided,
Her life-partner lost,
But still resolute to serve as she had promised
When so young.

And now the son;
Who will he be,
To have waited so long,
But with so little favour from those
Who loved his mother?
Will he be King for life
Or yield to youth?

“God save the King!”
But which one?

Photo by Don Fowler

Following the death of Queen Elizabeth, a book 
of condolence was placed in The Swan Club for 
residents, their families, and staff to convey their 
grief and sympathy to the royal family. Signatures 
and short messages filled 16 pages. The contents 
were to be digitized and sent to the royal family.

For making necessary arrangements for the 
signing of the book, and for carrying out require-
ments regarding its delivery, the village owes thanks 
to Bev Stewart. c



by Bill Geraats

As an Interactive Learning Specialist (assisted 
by my wife Jean), I was teaching a class 

of 60 Project Management Professionals in 
Washington University right behind the White 
House, from Friday, September 7 until Tuesday 
morning, September 11.

When we were getting ready to leave on 
Tuesday morning, we heard about the attacks 
on the World Trade Centre in Manhattan. We 
were unaware that the White House was also 
on the hit list. We learned afterwards that aircraft 
were already on their way to attack the White 
House at the very same time we were walking along 
the back of it to pick up our car. Fortunately, there 
were some very brave passengers and crew mem-
bers on board, fighting the hijackers during the 
flight. However, with both pilots already dead in the 
cockpit, that plane crashed in a Pennsylvania field, 
killing all people on board, but potentially saving 
an unknown number of lives in Washington. 
We can hardly believe how fortunate we were to 
miss three planned attacks by only a few minutes 
each, and we can’t be thankful enough to God for 
saving our lives.

 From the university we drove to the Pentagon 
near Washington, DC to drop off reports. We 
parked in front of the building. Jean waited for 
me in the car. A few minutes later, on our way out 
of that area, we heard that a plane had just flown 

That 9/11 Boy
with a the Lucky Horseshoe

into the Pentagon through the front door where 
we had been parked. This resulted in a highly 
destructive blow to the USA Armed Forces 
Headquarters. We believe we avoided certain 
death by just a few minutes. 

 From there, we went to the airport for our flight 
back to Canada, but all flights were cancelled. 

 That whole region of the USA was in turmoil, 
with police and the military checking every-
thing, and nobody having any idea of the reason 
for these surprise attacks. All businesses were 
closed, afraid of what else might happen. There 
was not a single restaurant open to celebrate my 
70th birthday, until the friendly chef in our hotel 
decided to stay and prepare a delicious comple-
mentary candlelight dinner for us and a few other 
couples who were also stranded.

We lived with American friends in misery for 
several days before we finally were allowed to 
return to Canada. Since September 11, 2001, most 
Americans and many Canadians have remem-
bered 9/11 with a moment of silence. We will 
continue to do so until the end of our lives. 

We still have many former clients and close 
friends in the USA who assure us that we will 
always be welcomed in their country, except, 
of course, not on my birthday! Jokingly, I’m 
still known to them as “That 9/11 Boy with a 
lucky horseshoe!” c
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People in Swan Lake today are of an age to fully understand and 
appreciate the horrific 9/11 tragedy in the USA on September 
11, 2001. All of Canada shared in the sadness our neighbours 
were experiencing when the World Trade Centre in New York 
and the Pentagon near Washington DC were destroyed by 
hijacked US planes. The attack resulted in the death of nearly 
3000 employees, police, firefighters and other volunteers. 

 Bill and Jean Geraats were right in the midst of that terrifying 
experience. Living in Swan Lake Village since April 2020, both, at 
age 91, are still in good health and happily married for 66 years. Bill 
shares with us their story. 

                                      Val Taylor
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by Sue Dickinson

With the 25th Anniversary Celebrations for 
Swan Lake Village already in the rear view 

mirror, the Archives Club is planning for the 
future. We hope that those who paid us a visit 
in the library may have had their interest piqued. 
We have also recently been involved in helping 
with the tributes to our late Queen Elizabeth II 
and welcome to King Charles III that can be seen 
in the archives display cabinet in The Swan Club 
library. (see page 6)

We were delighted that so many residents, both 
new and long-standing, came to look over our 
anniversary display in The Swan Club. Several sat 
and watched a slide show of the property as the 
vision of our village came to fruition. Many questions 
were asked, and hopefully answered, as people 
pored over the posters that showed the land before, 
during, and after construction, as well as information 
from various documents pertaining to the site. An 
aerial view looking southwards down Ninth Line 
toward Sixteenth Avenue and beyond, shows our  
small lake and the cornfields that used to occupy 
the tracts where we now live. Early deeds show 
the names of the families who owned these lands, 
and the little family cemetery that, thanks to 
pressure from local residents, rather than being  
moved elsewhere, is carefully fenced off and preserved 
just a little way north of Swan Park. You can see it as 
you walk or drive on Williamson; it is set just to the 
east of the road tucked behind a tiny greenspace.

None of this information would be readily 
available had it not been for the foresight of 
Clarice Henschel. She and her husband, Arthur, 
were among the pioneers to call Swan Lake 
Village home. After The Swan Club was built, 
Clarice and Marg Collett established the main 
library there, and in 2004 they formally founded 
the Archives Club to preserve and maintain those 
materials that show the history of our village for 
the benefit of all its residents and other local 
historians. Clarice has developed a very good 
working relationship with the curator of the 
Markham Museum, from whom we have received 

pertinent advice and encouragement. After all 
this time Clarice has now decided that she must 
give up the leadership of our small group. We 
shall be eternally grateful to her for her fore-
sight, enthusiasm, diligence, and commitment to 
ensuring that there is a record of all the activities 
that have taken place in our village since its 
foundation in 1997. Thank you, Clarice. c

Archival Ramblings

WANTED
Are you interested in history? Do you enjoy living in Swan Lake? Do you participate in village activities?

If you answered “Yes” to any of the above then you might enjoy becoming a member of the Archives Club.
Please contact Sue Dickinson, Mylena Woloszczuk or Jo-Anne Blinn for more information.
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by Jacqui Stein

Brollies and Butterflies
by Margery Brown

Mr. Fickle Fellow, the weather, after weeks of blue 
skies, decided to be unsettled on August 21. It was a 
Sunday, and an invitation had been issued by Music 
by the Lake to take a picnic to the butterfly garden, 
where there would be entertainment.

Undaunted, a good crowd ignored the threat-
ening weather and added an umbrella to their 
arsenal of food and drink, sun hat and garden chair.

Jacqui Stein, head of the committee, from the 
pagoda that is such a charming feature of the 
garden, introduced vocalist, Cara Chisholm. Cara 
skillfully engaged the crowd, singing popular, 
toe-tapping songs, such as those from ABBA, 
and tunes from well known musicals.

One small picnic party sat some distance behind 
where the majority had chosen to set up closer to 
Cara. This provided unintended additional enter-
tainment. When scorching mid August sun broke 
the overcast, in front of the rear guard, almost in 
unison, up popped the brollies. As clouds rolled 

After an absence of two long years, Music by the Lake  
decided we should celebrate with an outdoor event for 

all residents and their friends or families. To reach this end, 
Cara Chisholm was invited to perform her ABBA concert in 
our butterfly garden.

Cara has been in the entertainment business for over 
25 years. She started in her teens as a cabaret performer and 
went on to success on stage and in film.

Because of a small sprinkling of rain, everyone raised their 
umbrellas. Guests still had a great time singing along with Cara.

This concert was such a success, that Music by the 
Lake may make it an annual event. The committee 
members are Jacqui Stein 
(Chair), Madeleine Nevins, Teri 
Laflamme, Brian Slater, Diane 
Sweeney and Jo-Anne Blinn.  

Watch for announcements 
about future Music by the Lake 
events.

in again, down with the umbrellas. Sudden warm 
rain, an encore of brollies. Up and down, down 
and up, throughout Cara’s performance.

Also, as it happened, a lady in the small group 
wore a lemon-yellow blouse. A butterfly was 
attracted and undeterred when she walked to the 
other side of the garden and back. The area is 
large, and she made her way, butterfly hovering, 
across a wide swath of well-maintained grass to 
say hello to Ruth Bessant.

Anyone who attended the opening of the but-
terfly garden in its embryonic state, several years 
ago, cannot help but be impressed by its beauty 
today, fulfillment of a dream for Ruth Bessant and 
her committee. Beds of insect-attracting shrubs 
and wildflowers are colourful and abundant.

Music by the Lake. The creation and nurturing 
of a butterfly garden. Just two of the myriad of 
volunteers on committees that keep the village 
flourishing, earning our gratitude and thanks. c
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Judi
McIntyre

Who’s Who in Lakeview

The pages of Lakeview are for, about and by the people of Swan Lake Village.
You might like to know more about some of our contributors.

After all, they are your neighbours.

Volunteering and organizing must be part of 
Judi’s DNA. As a cultural community cheer- 

leader, she is perfect in the role of Lakeview’s “Out  
and About” columnist. Her column has featured  
many organizations in which Judi has been directly 
involved: the Markham Concert Band (still playing 
the flute); Markham Arts Council, Markham 
Village Music Festival, Farmers’ Markets, Markham 
Jazz Festival and the Two Main Streets.

Judi and her husband Bruce, after spending 
five years in Saskatoon, moved back to 
Ontario in 1984. Upon the discovery that 
the Markham Theatre was being built, Judi 
volunteered her services to the extent that, in 
1986, she became a member of the Board of 
Directors. In that role she was “instrumental” 
in the purchase of the grand piano and the 
acoustic shells for the theatre.

In 1993, still working full time, Judi, along 
with John Webster, our Town Crier, produced 
the World Town Crier Championship. It was a 
challenge to run the competitions as well as 
housing and feeding 110 Town Criers and their 
spouses. Judi asserts that it was fun, and the 
experience prompted her to quit her corporate 
job to go into event planning.

In the late 90s, Mayor Donald Cousens pre-
vailed upon her to create an event for Milliken 
that might recognize the diverse ethnicities of 
that area. That is when the Children’s Festival 
was born. Judi is proud to say that the event 
has celebrated its 25th anniversary.

That same year, Judi and Hal Hill got together 
to produce the first Markham Jazz Festival. 
This first-class jazz festival has also celebrated 
a 25th anniversary. Judi is wondering how 
many residents in our village remember the 
first SwanFest in the mud.

Judi’s accomplishments are many, among 
them: managing the Markham Village B.I.A.; 
organizing the Markham Arts Council which 
initiated Markham at the Movies and the 
Markham Teen Arts Council; working for 
the Unionville B.I.A.; serving on the Board of 
Directors as speaker coordinator for the Canadian 
Federation of University Women.

Judi and Bruce moved to Swan Lake Village 
in 2019 and have been enjoying its activities: 
bridge, Zumba, bid euchre, writing for 
Lakeview, great walks around the lake—and 
yes, Judi is a volunteer on their condo board 
of directors. She claims that her husband says 
she’s just a girl who can’t say no.

Judi has been honoured for her contributions. 
Her many awards include the ACRA Award 
from the Town of Markham and the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee. On October 18, she was 
presented the Ambassador of the Year Award 
by the City of Markham.

Judi says, “I have been fortunate to meet 
many wonderful people who volunteer and 
support their community. The bottom line is 
that I’ve been having fun, and isn’t that what 
life is all about?” c



Author Title Genre
Benedict, M. Her Hidden Genius Discovery of DNA
Bourdain, A. World Travel Biographical Travel
Cooper, A. Vanderbilt Biography (non-fiction)    
Cussler, C. The Saboteurs Adventure
El Akkad, O. What Strange Paradise Refugees/Tragedy
Fallis, T. Operation Angus Humour/Espionage
Follett, K. Never Political Thriller 
Good, M. Five Little Indians Residential School Survivors
Grisham, J. The Judge’s List Legal Thriller
Herron, M. Slough House Espionage
Ishiguro, K. Klara and the Sun Dystopian Science Fiction
James, E. How to be a Wallflower Romance
Jenoff, P. The Woman with the Blue Star War/Family
Mansbridge, P. Off the Record Memoir (non-fiction)
Mercer, R. Talking to Canadians Autobiography (non-fiction)
O’Farrell, M. Hamnet and Judith Historical Fiction
Osman, R. The Man Who Died Twice Mystery/Humour
Rosner, J. The Yellow Bird Sings War
Towles, A. The Lincoln Highway Adventure/Friendship

compiled by Phyllis EvansSwan Lake Library Recent Donations
Note:  In the past three months more than 100 new titles were donated to the Swan Lake Library. 
The following list is just a sampling of the many new books on our library shelves.

Klara and The Sun, written by 
Nobel Prize winning author, 
Kazuo Ishiguro, is a mesmerizing 
journey into a dystopian future. 
 It prompted discussion and 
debate in a village book club. Club 
members agreed to explore its 
companion piece, Never Let 
Me Go by the same author. This novel became the 
inspiration for a movie of the same name which was 
introduced on screen in 2010. Ishiguro has written 
eight other novels—one of them, perhaps the best 
known, is entitled Remains of The Day.

BOOK REVIEW
Klara and The Sun
by Kazuo Ishiguro

In Klara and The Sun, Klara narrates the story in 
an almost childlike fashion. Robots such as Klara are 
designed to be artificial friends for children. Since they 
get their energy from the sun, they feel it is a force of 
power. Klara worships the sun as a source of healing as 
well as a source of energy. She uses her outstanding 
observational qualities to learn about the world and 
her place in it. Set in an unknown future, Klara is pur-
chased for the purpose of becoming the companion 
of a 14-year-old girl. Josie is suffering life-threatening 
side effects resulting from the process of genetic 
editing. As Josie’s Artificial Friend (AF), Klara 
gradually develops empathy, but she does not inher-
ently change with time as do the humans around her.

This book raises important questions about humanity. 
We are forced to contemplate several issues in our 
rapidly changing modern world. 

In the list above of recent donations to Swan Lake  
Village libraries, Phyllis Evans has included Klara and 
The Sun. It is a book well worth exploring. c
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Paul Howard, our Lakeview 
oenophile, is at the time of 
this writing, recovering from 
brain fog—a COVID side 
effect. The jury had assembled; 
the wine had flowed; the 
company had been grand. 
However, the judge is still 
processing the final verdict. 
Tune in next issue.

In the meantime, Jean, spouse of the chief 
winetaster, had picked up a copy of the book 
entitled The Winemaker’s Wife by Kristin Harmel 
to discuss with her book club. In lieu of her 
husband’s column, she summarizes this book 
which relates to the subject.

Set in a champagne house in the lovely region 
of Champagne, near Reims in France, the timeline 
of the story jumps between 1940’s wartime France 
and 2019. The book will keep you on edge as you 
read about the complexities of wartime survival, 
where danger lurks at almost every turn, espe-
cially for the devotees of the French Resistance 
of World War II. This is a romantic story in which 
betrayal, secrets and threats abound. 

Jean, the WINETASTER’s wife, advises us to 
pour a glass of champagne and enjoy.

Tips on Sips Ladies’ Golf
by Maureen Bachetti

Left to right: Joan Wilson, Margaret Cunningham, Maureen 
Bachetti, Joan Carton, Diane Sweeney, Lynda Skeoch
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September 28, 2022, our final outing for this year!  
We were cold, our feet were soaking wet, but you 
can see by the smiles that we had lots of fun.  That’s 
what we are all about with this group.  Although 
we had only about 16 participants this season, we 
managed to get our threesomes and foursomes 
together on each Wednesday morning. Sometimes 
those little round balls flew through the air 
straight towards the flag, sometimes they 
just dribbled off the tee, and sometimes they 
ventured off the fairway. But, there was always 
that great shot that motivated us to come back 
and hope for improvement in our game.  

We are always looking for new members to share 
in the camaraderie and play.  Come and join us next 
season.  For further information, please contact
Lynda Skeoch at 905 294 6582 or
Maureen Bachetti 416 722 3791.

by Erica Metcalfe
Boardwalk BBQ

It felt so good to be together with our friends and 
neighbours. Just like the old days!

In August, 139 of us gathered in the afternoon at 
the end of The Boardwalk Way under the shade of 
the trees, a gentle breeze keeping us cool.

The BBQ Gourmet provided a great feast 
of smoked brisket, pulled chicken, Portobello 
mushrooms, salads, cookies and copious amounts 
of pop and water.

The Keys, Trish and Paul Noonan, had us singing 
and dancing for two hours after dinner.  

Thanks to the social committee ladies, planning 
was a breeze. Let’s do it again.



In April of 1971 a group of crafters got together and 
put an ad in the local paper for other interested 

people to discuss forming a crafting group that 
would meet on a regular basis to share and help 
out each other.  From there the Markham Guild of 
Village Crafts was born. Since those early days they 
have changed locations a few times, but never lost 
sight of what their purpose and focus was from the 
beginning.  They wanted to preserve the old crafts 
and continue to pass on knowledge to the younger 
generations, while at the same time embracing 
new techniques and crafts as they emerge.  

The Guild currently operates out of 11 Church 
Street, Markham, just east of Main Street (an old 
church building) and holds meetings once a month. 
On the agenda, there may be a guest speaker 
or a crafting challenge, and sometimes just a 
social gathering so they can show and share what 
they all have been up to. The Guild offers drop-in 
sessions on Monday mornings from 9:30 until 
noon, while at the same time, their weaving group 
works away in the basement on their looms. 
On Wednesday afternoons, from one until three, 
members can use the guild building, bringing 
along whatever they are working on, and sharing 
with other crafters—often getting a helping hand 
with something that requires a little additional 
expertise. There is a Thursday evening group that 
meets on Zoom to work away and chat, so that 
those who cannot easily get out to the Guild in the 
evenings can catch up with friends or get advice 
on their latest project. They are extremely lucky 
to have such talented members who are happy to 
share their expertise.

Classes have been a focus at the Guild from the 
beginning. They don’t want to lose old skills that 
are no longer widely practised like tatting, spinning 
and weaving, so they feel it is very important to 
offer classes or expert help to anybody that 
wants to learn. Often members will take a curious 
beginner under their wing for activities too small 
in scope to fill a class, and help them progress to 
the stage where they can share what they have 
learned with others. The Guild teachers are skilled 
and always learning.  Currently, there are classes 
in quilting, both beginner and advanced, stained 

OUT AND ABOUT

glass, sewing, embroidery, knitting, crocheting and 
many more.  The pottery studio has an active group 
of potters working away on their own projects in 
the basement.  There is also the Village Palettes 
Art Group, painting together once each week and 
explaining that they actually get more work done 
without the distractions of trying to work at home. 
For those who do not want to invest several weeks 
in classes, the Guild also offers workshops that can 
last from half a day to a full day of fun and creativity. 

Always working for the community, mem-
bers use their skills to support the Markham Fair, 
Unionville Theatre Company, Applefest and many 
other initiatives. 

They are a welcoming group of energetic craft 
enthusiasts.  Members of the community are invited 
to come by for a visit and are welcome to join the 
Guild. Membership fees are $50 for individuals and 
$75 for families living in the same household. 

Join the Markham Guild of Village Crafts for their 
annual holiday sale, Bells and Bows on Saturday, 
November 26 from 9:30 am until 2:00 pm to find 
creative gifts for your friends and family. For more 
information, visit www.markhamguild.com. c
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Markham Guild of Village Crafts
by Judi McIntyre
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by Sylvie Andrews
The Village Club

The morning of September 14, 
2022 was reminiscent of a back-

to-school day. It was the first meet-
ing of The Village Club (formerly 
PROBUS). I learned that 202 people 

had already registered, and that others will be wel-
come to join the club at the next meeting. Although 
we were still required to wear masks and show proof 
of vaccination, we were happy to be inside, getting 
together for the first time since COVID restrictions.

The Chair, Madeleine Nevins, opened the meet-
ing by introducing herself and the club committee 
members. She also introduced Marian Moorhead, 
the originator of the club’s new name.

After a coffee 
break, Diane Sweeney 
introduced the speaker, 
award-winning Canadian 
author, Terry Fallis. 
He spoke here for the 
fourth time, and mem-
bers of the former 
Probus Club were 
eager to hear another 
of his humorously 
entertaining talks—this 
one entitled Tracing 
the Roots of a Novel. 

Terry wryly commented how happy he was to be 
speaking to a live audience.

In his first book, Best Laid Plans, a satire on 
Canadian politics, we are introduced to Angus 
McClintock. We can see that the book’s main 
character reflects the author’s engineering 
degree, as well as his experience as a worker in 
political campaigns. 

Although Terry has written seven other novels, 
he claims that Best Laid Plans is the one that keeps 
on giving. It was winner of The Stephen Leacock 
Award for Humour; it became a podcast which was 
adapted by CBC television for a six-part series; it led 
to a busy speaking career for its author. It seemed 
fitting for Terry to bring the comical, unlikely hero 
back in his latest novel, Operation Angus.

After describing his winding trail to author-
ship, and reading an excerpt from his latest book, 

Terry Fallis ended his talk with the news that 
he had been working on another novel to be 
published next summer. His humorous, energetic 
presentation was warmly applauded.

The first meeting of The Village Club was a 
great one.

Cryptocurrency was the 
topic for October’s 

meeting. Niall Kirby, district 
Vice President at RBC Global 
Asset Management, was the 
speaker. His challenge was 
to provide insights to the 
following questions:

What is bitcoin?
What is blockchain technology?
How has bitcoin performed?
 What factors do investors need to consider before 
they enter the world of cryptocurrency?

We learned that cryptocurrency is a global 
currency that can be used to purchase goods and 
services. Bitcoin is the largest cryptocurrency in the 
world. Transactions are tracked and kept in records 
in large databases, without the need for banks, and 
facilitated by blockchain technology. The blockchain 
is handled by miners (entrepreneurs) with their 
salaries paid in bitcoins. There is competition to be 
a miner.

Enormous energy is consumed by a multitude 
of expensive computers constantly running to 
update the global figures. The energy consumed 
has, in fact, become a problem for the environment.

Niall’s presentation was clear and concise, but the 
topic is daunting. Although its future is uncertain, 
the progress and growth of cryptocurrency 
trade shows promise of future benefits. Despite 
substantial volatility, many large companies are 
exploring its possibilities. 

Niall fielded many questions from an audience 
eager to understand more about this extremely 
complex and abstract concept.

As I was listening to Niall, I thought we were looking 
at the future. I remembered when computers and 
the world wide web were first presented to us. We 
thought we could never learn how to use that kind 
of technology. The same was true for mobile phones 
and tablets, yet these are being used daily by people 
all over the world. c

Terry Fallis and Madeleine Nevins

Niall Kirby



Back Row L-R: Madeleine Nevins, Fred Peters, Ross Lunan, Bill Ferguson, Jim Stewart, Linda Chapman 
Front row L-R: Maureen Peters, Janet King, Marilyn Leeds, Rain Geiger. Missing: Martin Silver, Cindy Fowler

At a public meeting on October 3, Friends of 
Swan Lake Park outlined six issues that the 

new Markham Council will be asked to address 
over the next term.

Eight candidates for council and about 100 
area residents attended the meeting in Swan Lake 
Village. In attendance was Ward 5 Candidate 
Andrew Keyes who was thanked for his active 
support of some critical new programs that will 
help improve and restore Swan Lake Park.

Also in attendance were Mayoral candidates 
Frank Scarpitti and Don Hamilton and Regional 
Councillor candidates Nirmala Armstrong, Alan Ho, 
Jim Jones, Greg Marcos, and Sophia Sun who all 
outlined their support for the restoration efforts. 

Fred Peters, spokesperson for Friends of 
Swan Lake Park, thanked the outgoing council 
members for their support. In September 2022, 
Council referred to the budget committee the 
need for a $200,000 engineering study to determine 
if there are ways to reduce the stormwater 
entering Swan Lake, to initiate investigation into 
ways to reduce the chloride already in the lake 

by Fred Peters

New Council Asked to Address 
Six Swan Lake Restoration Issues

and to enhance oxygenation. He outlined the six 
issues before Council and noted that the current 
estimate to restore the lake may exceed 
$10 million over the next 25 years which will be 
one of the major challenges for the new council.

Lloyd Robertson moderated a question-and-
answer session during which attendees expressed 
their concern to the candidates about the impact 
on the community of adding 28,000 residents 
in the Mount Joy redevelopment program along 
Markham Road. Candidates noted that to support 
the additional population growth, efforts are 
underway to improve the frequency of the Go 
Train service to help address potential congestion 
on the local roadways. Candidate Frank Scarpitti 
noted that the city is limited in how it can use 
development funds arising from the Mount Joy 
redevelopment but there may be other ways to 
address the funding needs for Swan Lake Park’s 
restoration.

In response to a questionnaire circulated to all 
candidates, the majority indicated clear support 
for the six issues listed below.

• Eco park strategy for Markham
• Lake interaction policy for Markham
•  Natural heritage network status for Swan 

Lake Park
• Shoreline restoration plan for Swan Lake
• Ending Swan Lake’s stormwater role
•  Establishing a comprehensive water 

quality program for Swan Lake  c
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The Wilds of Swan Lake
Cindy and Don Fowler capture the wildlife and serenity of this wonderful 
natural habitat, which we are fortunate to have at our doorstep 
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by an Elderly Gentleman

by Bruce McIntyre

I’ve always been five foot eight and a half. Well, 
at least since high school graduation.
My height was emblazoned on my memory.  

Especially since I come from a line of small 
men, my Dad reaching five two.  I remember 
passing through five feet. I remember passing 
my Dad at five foot two. I was proud to be so tall.

When I joined the RCAF, height was an 
important consideration in order to be selected 
for Air Crew, and I passed the test.  

Recently though, I noticed my trousers seemed 
a bit long. They broke at the ankle, a style I did 
not care for. I attributed it to the old, European-
style cuffs that I had put on all my pants, both 
dress and casual. Or was I kidding myself, some-
thing I am wont to do, especially when the topic 
threatens my vanity? Or maybe the problem was 
drooping caused by an extended midsection. 
In response I tightened my belt to avert any 
possible dragging. Still, it rankled. And worse, 
it only worked for a few minutes while I viewed 
myself in the full-length mirror. As soon as I 
walked away, the sagging re-invented itself.  
Somehow the pants were simply too long. 

Another half-measure solution: suspenders. 
This appeared to do the trick. But only for 
business dress in which the suspenders would 
not be seen under the jacket.  Moreover, it felt 
as if my trouser tops and belt were just under my 
chin. More had to be done.

Resignedly, as an experiment, I had a couple 
of pairs of pants altered, the offending cuffs 
removed. They looked grand. Then I had the 
same thing done on a couple more pairs. They 
looked even grander. I had a business suit 
modified similarly.  

No more cuffs for me. I had learned my lesson. 
But, as it turned out, I had learned the wrong 
lesson.

The other day I had my bi-annual physical and 
happened to note the height on my chart. One 
hundred and sixty-nine centimetres. I didn’t think 
much of it until days later when I put two and two 

t o g e t h e r. 
Centimeters 

and inches. 
169 centimetres 

equals 66.5 inches! Five foot six 
and a half. I was two inches shorter! 

How could that be?  
People don’t grow down. They grow up. 

Physically and emotionally. Hand in hand. That’s 
how it works! It is a law of nature!

So, good  news. I am five foot six and a half 
inches tall. A nice height.

                                                Reg Jordan

5’81/2”—A True Story

Height loss is related to aging changes in the bones, 
muscles, and joints. People typically lose almost one-half 
inch (about 1 centimeter) every 10 years after age 40. 
Height loss is even more rapid after age 70. You may lose a 
total of 1 to 3” (2.5 to 7.5 centimeters) in height as you age.
(Wikipedia)

Invitation to
Men’s Bridge

For those who are unaware, or newcomers to 
Swan Lake, there is a Men’s Bridge Club which 
plays Monday afternoons at The Greens.

If you haven’t played for some time or are a 
beginner bridge player, we would be delighted 
if you would consider joining us. We play 
casual bridge for approximately three hours. For 
those who would like to take up the challenge 
of bridge, lessons can be arranged. Coffee and 
tea are provided and occasionally, some players 
bring treats as well.

We also play bridge online, Bridge Base 
Online (BB0) for those who may be interested. 
This is separate from the Monday bridge. 
For more information on BBO, contact Bruce 
McIntyre at bmcintyre@rogers.com

For more information on Men’s Bridge, kindly 
contact Norm Foran at marart1650@gmail.com
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Front row: Jake Dorner, Ken Roach, Dave McGinnis
Back row: Quinto Bachetti, Marino Sardone, Brian Boyd, 
Steven Riesberry, Sac Steffan
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Billiard Club
by Jake Dorner 
Billiard Club President

The Billiard Club has had a very enjoyable year.
The annual tournament played in May against 

Ballantrae at their location brought the trophy 
back to Swan Lake. At the time of this writing 
we are looking forward to the next match with 
Ballantrae here on October 21st. 

The daily Monday through Friday get together 
continues to generate lively discussion, covering 
all kinds of topics. 

On November 20th we will be holding our 
annual Grey Cup Party, and hope that many of you 
will come to enjoy watching the game with friends 
and relatives. Jumbo hot dogs, salads, soft drinks 
and dessert will be served.

Tickets will be available from the billiard 
committee members posted at The Swan Club. c

by Mary Jo Turner

Fifty-two years ago, right after Gerry and I were 
married in Seattle, my mother offered us a cast-

off kitchen knife with a serrated edge, a flexible 
blade and a wooden handle.   It was neither a thing 
of beauty nor of high quality.  We accepted the knife 
and took it back with us to Toronto.  

Little did we know how useful it would turn out 
to be. I used it as a knife for everyday food 
preparation, cutting and peeling vegetables and 
fruit, slicing bread, spreading butter or mayonnaise 
on toast or rolls—even for cutting meat.  We also 
found it handy for stirring things in pots, such as 
soup and vegetables, and for lifting light things 
from hot places such as stove and frying pan.  

My husband, not a cook before we married, found 
he enjoyed preparing dinners, and became quite 
accomplished at creating delicious meals. He, too, 
soon found what a useful utensil the underrated 
serrated knife could be. We kept it out on the 
counter almost all the time.

Flash forward to 2022. I was invited to a potluck 
dinner this summer and took the knife along with 
ingredients for a vegetable salad, which I was to 
prepare at the last minute. I remember thinking that 
if I lost it or left it there, I could not do without it. 

On the way to the house it dropped out of the 
bag, and had to be retrieved. On leaving, I forgot 
to take it with me. When I got home, and realized 
that it was missing, and that I would have to wait 
days or weeks till I got it back, I knew how much it 
meant to me. It was like an extra hand helping with 
meal preparation.

It is again on the counter waiting to help with yet 
another kitchen food job—an ordinary castoff knife, 
still useful and almost essential in my household after 
52 years. I am thankful for this simple and adaptable 
tool, and to my mother for casting it our way. c  

The Cutting Edge



by Linda Atkinson

The little village of Avon was nestled amidst 
verdant country hills. Surrounding its hub 

lay dairy farms. I grew up on one of these. The 
barn which features in this story was about one 
hundred years old at the time of this happening. 
I was ten.

Although Avon was not a place where exciting 
escapades routinely happened, my two brothers 
and I were planning one. Inspiration came from 
a series of books, The Castle of Adventure, 
The Mountain of Adventure and The Island of 
Adventure. Avid fans of the stories, we three 
were concocting an adventure of our own.

The hayloft was a perfect place for imaginative 
play. It could be magically transformed some-
times into a circus tent, a sturdy wide beam 
substituting as a tightrope, the hay bales 
beneath, a safety net; sometimes a fortress for 
troops; sometimes stairs leading to a haunted 
attic. We had recently begun the construction 
of a totally new adventurous setting.

It took days to build the bales into a long 
and twisting tunnel. We wanted to make it 
mysterious—a path to hidden treasure or an 
abode for eerie creatures. When the passageway 
was finished, we could hardly wait to present it 
to our playmates. Because none of them lived 
on a farm, Ruthanne, Billy, Carole and Tommy 
liked to play on ours.

One Saturday David, Donnie and I waited 
impatiently at the barnyard gate. When our 
guests arrived, we dashed toward the stable. At 
the base of a ladder to the hayloft I explained 
that we had discovered a mysterious tunnel 
hidden above. David volunteered to lead its 
investigation. He warned that once they started 
the trek there would be no turning back. The 
troop of eager explorers followed him up the 
ladder to the tunnel’s entrance. “Captain” David 
ordered Donnie and me to stand guard there in 
case of invaders. However, we had previously 
schemed to plant Donnie, garbed in a ghostly 
white sheet, at the tunnel’s end.

Captain David ordered the group to follow 
him on hands and knees. Ruthanne, anxious 
to display her courage, was the first to obey. 
Shortly after entering the tunnel, she was 
seized by nervous giggles which became high-
pitched, almost hysterical. Tommy was next to 
creep into the darkness. A sharp yelp penetrated 
the musty air. Carole, undaunted, burrowed 
her way into the confines. Seconds later her 
piercing shriek rang out. Billy, suddenly less 
eager to join the troop, succumbed to curiosity. 
His loud groan soon issued from the depths of 
the tunnel.

We three organizers of the adventure were 
surprised that our plans were progressing beyond 
expectation. Adhering to the script, David 
pretended to be terrified upon encountering 
a ghost at the end of the tunnel. However, it was 
not a fearsome apparition which precipitated 
tears of anguish. Prolonged, uncontrollable 
giggling had caused an unfortunate urgent 
sensation in the region of Ruthanne’s bladder, 
compelling her to emerge from the tunnel 
sobbing and soaking wet—a band of thoroughly 
disgusted explorers surfacing in her wake.

The Hayloft of Adventure did not make the 
best-seller list, but it did become a “remember 
when” story at our family gatherings. c

The Hayloft of Adventure
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by Margery Brown
Aftermath

Memories from childhood, where my home was a Victorian house in England built close 
to the River Severn, which regularly burst its banks.

Where fishermen oft’ waded in dawn’s early light,
Swollen river rumbled through rain drenched night.

Once grassy banks now broken and ravaged.
Trees uprooted; sheep and cattle savaged.

Storm-lashed currents have swept beasts away,
As thunder resounded until light of day.

Flatland transformed to rich pewter sheets.
Flood water glints where the rising sun meets

The lustre of water; now eerie, serene,
Where, through the night hours, storm’s tumult has been.

E’er stately, swans glide this morn, unperturbed,
Transferred from river to fields full-submerged.

Landscape transformed under raging storm’s might,
Changed, but continues the eye to delight.

Trees’ canopies show, some trees stand proud
Where waterfowl play, squawks joyful—and loud.

Birds awake. Hawk hovers, quest gone for naught.
Forgotten is what Nature’s fury hath wrought.
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by Linda Atkinson

Ami Sanghavi,  in March of 2018, bestowed 
a gift which changed her life and saved the life of 
another. Tina, whose kidney function was danger-
ously deteriorating, and who needed a transplant 
very soon, was the recipient of one of her mother’s 
kidneys. The riveting tale of this mother-daughter 
experience was shared by Ami’s husband, Arvind, in 
Lakeview’s September 2018 issue.

Since that time, Ami’s goal has been to bring 
organ transplant awareness to the community. 
She has become an avid TAP ambassador. The 
letters TAP stand for the Transplant Ambassador 
Program which was launched in Ontario to help 
patients, living donors and their families in their 
struggle with the challenges of kidney disease.

Amy, working primarily with the renal depart- 
ment at the Scarborough General Hospital, 
speaks with patients at all stages of the disease. 

Her ability to communicate in four languages 
has taken her to other regions in Greater 
Toronto. She has conducted a short Zoom seminar 
in the hope of identifying options for patients 
and their families who are  striving to overcome 
barriers, as well as building an engaged network 
of donors and recipients. It is her aspiration as 
a TAP volunteer to inspire family and friends of 
patients living with kidney disease to consider 
becoming a living donor. At the time of this writing, 
she proudly reports that she has successfully 
connected with four families. For her, the ultimate 
satisfaction is when she is helpful to those in 
need of encouragement.

The marvel of her daughter’s amazing recovery 
is not the only one in Ami’s life. Tina, has given 
birth to a precious little daughter of her own. Ami 
calls baby Celina “our miracle baby.” c

Miracles Do Happen
Giving and Receiving

The TAP website, www.transplantambassadors.ca provides a directory of 
Transplant Ambassadors like Ami, as well as many other support resources.

There is nothing that compares with the taste of 
fresh picked organic vegetables. Last year we 
applied to York Region to be added to their wait-
list for a rental garden plot in one of their several 
community gardens. This year we were fortunate to 
obtain our own plot situated on Kirkham Road just 
east of Markham Road.

There is water on site. We usually went to the 
gardens every second day to water, weed and pick 
from our abundance of beans, beets (for pickling), 
Swiss chard, and tomatoes.

We feel fortunate to have made new friends with 
the same enthusiasm, who shared their expertise 
and garden tips with us.

Some of our neighbours here in Swan Lake have 
enjoyed samples of our fresh produce, and we are 
looking forward to an even better garden next summer.

by Bill and Janette Ferguson

How Did You Spend 
Your Summer Months?
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by Richard Pearce

by Val Taylor

We were on holiday in England, walking the footpaths 
which traversed local farms. At the side of a country 
roadway which passed in front of one farm gate, the 
sign, “BEWARE OF COWS, THEY CAN BE DANGER-
OUS!” caused us to pause. Cows? Dangerous? How 
could those mild-tempered, cud-chewing beasts 
be dangerous?  We forgot about the sign after our 
children, Katherine and David, “mooed” ferociously. 

How ironic, that in our next field, (Close Gate 
Behind You), a decent sized bull (read huge) stood 
across the field. He snorted. We shook. Like all bulls, 
he had a magnificent head with a large brass ring 
through his nose. “He who grabs the brass ring, wins 
the prize.”  Not quite the outcome here that the 
saying suggests. We were not after brass rings. 

We moved warily along the footpath keeping a 
good distance from the bull, which was accompa-
nied by some “dangerous” cows. Apparently, cows 
calm bulls. He stood like a sheik surrounded by the 
ladies in his harem. We made it across the field and 
continued our walk into a sylvan glen.

The glen’s floor was covered in bluebells, one of 
my favorite English flowers. We forgot about danger-
ous cows and picked our way through the bluebells. 

Later that day, Phyllis and I went through a kissing 

The world of online learning has opened new vistas 
for all of us. Now we can audit courses provided 
by Yale, Harvard, Oxford, and other highly regarded 
universities. There are no examinations, and these 
courses are offered free of charge.

One website that offers these courses is 
Coursera. A recent visit to this site revealed 
courses such as the following:

•  Indigenous Canada

•  The Science of Well Being

•  Introduction to Psychology

•  Emotions in Times of Uncertainty and Stress

gate from one field to another. We needn’t have done 
so, for a large field gate was open. We didn’t see the 
small herd (too many to be counted) of cattle 
moving behind us. The next field which was around 
the corner was quite narrow. A stone wall overhung 
by bramble was on one side and an electrified fence 
on the other. Soon, the cows were pushing against 
the gate, coming at us with the crazed eyes of 
dangerous beasts. We had to move against the 
electrified fence keeping our arms and hands as high 
as possible, as the warm bodied cows, staring at us 
with indignant eyes, passed. Our children appeared 
behind the cows moving them along. The kids hadn’t 
been fazed by the sign we had seen earlier in the day, 
and had guessed that the fence was not dangerous, 
for they were laughing playfully at the predicament 
of their parents. 

The sign was incorrect. It should have said, 
“Beware of your offspring. They can be dangerous.” c  

You can opt to take the tests and exams for a 
certificate. Please visit www.coursera.org for 
hundreds of learning opportunities.

Another website which offers a wide range of 
online learning is www.edx.org. Examples of online 
learning being offered currently are:
•  Egyptian Art and Archaeology
•  Mental Health and Nutrition
•  Modern Masterpieces of World Literature
•  Justice

Again—hundreds of courses are offered free of 
charge by EdX. 

Explore these sites for new learning and get those 
little grey cells working! c

Beware

Let’s Get Those Little
Grey Cells Working!



by Pat Jones and Brian Slater

On a sunny July morning 31 brave participants 
(or should we say apprehensive captives) 

boarded the bus to . . . somewhere. We had no idea 
where we were going. The lips of the Swan Lake 
Travel Committee were sealed. Not a hint. Would 
we drive north, south, east, west? The answer was 
east. Proceeding along scenic country roads, and 
after a brief stop at The Big Apple, we arrived in 
Kingston. Were our night’s accommodations to be 
at the Kingston Penitentiary? Fortunately, no. We 
stayed at a cheerful Holiday Inn on the shores of 
Lake Ontario.

 After lunch, our first event was an informative 
guided open air trolley tour of Kingston, which 
included Historic Old Town, Fort Henry, and the 
prestigious Royal Military college.

Back at our hotel, we had time to walk, shop 
or relax, before the highlight of the trip, a Sunset 
Dinner Cruise of the Thousand Islands. The three-
course dinner was delicious; the panoramic views 
and sunset were breathtaking; the eclectic talents 
of the music trio led to a full dance floor and much 
singing along. 

The next morning, after a buffet breakfast, we 
had a tour of Belleville and beautiful Prince Edward 
County. A knowledgeable guide regaled us with 
historical highlights. We stopped at a park overlooking 
one of Ontario’s natural wonders, the majestic Lake 
on the Mountain, followed by lunch at the Waring 
House, a charming 19th century country inn in 
Picton. Our tour continued on to the quaint village 
of Bloomfield. No drive through Prince Edward 

County would be complete without a visit to one 
of its many wineries. The Grange Winery offered 
tasting of three of its wines. Many of us left there 
with wine and chocolate purchases.

It was time to head homeward via Highway 401. 
Or, maybe not. None of us realized, including our 
fantastic driver, Wib, or our tour directors, Barb 
and Jo-Anne, that the real “mystery tour” was just 
beginning. Due to an unexpected highway closure, 
we took a circuitous, but picturesque route home, 
with a second (unscheduled) stop at The Big Apple. 
This unplanned country road excursion added two 
scenic hours to our trip.

Kudos to Barb Butterfield and Jo-Anne Blinn for 
arranging such a fun, informative tour.

“All in all, it was a great Double Mystery Tour.”
Brian Slater

“I have one remaining mystery. Where did my wine 
and chocolates disappear to?” Pat Jones

“Fun, fun, fun! Every minute of the trip was 

wonderful. Wib, our driver, was the best. He 

knew all the backroads when confronted with 

a detour on the way home. The fact that we 

didn’t have a clue as to where we were going 

added to the fun.”

                    
                    

Mary Dacks

Revealing the Mystery

“We have gone on a few mystery tours over 
the years, but this one was exceptional. It was 
superb—very well organized, interesting and 
fun. We relaxed and enjoyed every moment.”
                     Katherine and Kenneth Marlton
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“One word says it all. Fantastic! The trolley 

ride through the military base was great. 

I enjoyed the tour through Prince Edward 

County. I returned home with a lovely metal 

wall sculpture for my newly renovated 

bathroom. I enjoyed every minute!”

               
               

         Marlene Crosswell

“It really was quite strange to pack a bag and not 
know where you were going.

Come late afternoon, there we were in 
Kingston, on a tour to show us the history and 
beauty of this university city.

The evening was still a mystery.
The Island Queen awaited us for an evening 

dinner cruise. Delicious food and cheerful chatter 
beneath the glass roof, revealing the night 
sky, made for a magical evening. A four-piece 

band played and the atmosphere grew livelier. 
Everyone was dancing, laughing, singing and 
embracing. It was an evening to remember.

A delightful event on the second day of the 
tour was visiting Prince Edward County. We 
stopped at The Waring House, a lovely old large 
country home. Looking out over the garden, we 
dined and savoured the tranquility of the setting. 
Another wonderful memory.”
                                        Audrey Buckeridge
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by Reg Jordan

So, a bagpiper and a drummer 
went into a bar (no this is not the 

beginning of an off-colour joke) and 
they came out with an inspiration 
to put together a Swan Lake Village 
jazz ensemble—a weekly form of 
entertainment by and for Swan Lake 
residents to enjoy the best of jazz 
and especially, jamming.  

Thom and Fred, although not visionaries, tapped 
into a well of acceptance. Only not quite what they 
intended. No trumpeters applied. Trombonists 
didn’t exist. Not a saxophone to be found.  

But Murray turned up with his guitar and a 
wealth of talent. Glenn, pianist extraordinaire, 
came on board; and when I offered my services 
as a ukulele player, poor Fred said, “Well, I guess 
we could play some Hawaiian.” Then Fred got 
swamped with ukuleles—Angela and Janet and 
Brenda and Mai all brought their sound to the 
mix. Meanwhile, depth in music got upgraded 
by Bill on piano, and Doug on guitar (and voice, 
you baritone smoothie) and rounded out with 
bass guitar by Al, emphasising again that a band 
without a bass to temper and complete it, is 
just an elastic band. But any band needs a lead 
singer. We cashed in with two. Cindy, the 
bounciest lead singer ever, and Mai, singing from 
the ukulele section, kept all of us in tune.  

But the real deal was dumping the jamming, 
while retaining the title, Jammers, and going 
for what Swan Lake Villagers like—old stuff. Yes, 
oldies from the fifties and sixties. Even maybe 
the odd forties or seventies tune. But tunes we 
could sing. And sing we all did.  

Each Wednesday we sang with our audience. 
Then, building on my initial effort to digitize our 
song sheets, Teri put it all together with a visual 
electronic presentation of the songs and the 
lyrics, complete with graphics. She also 
persisted in manning the display, allowing 
audience members to select the songs to be 

played. Now the crowd could really contribute. 
And contribute they did.  

We did The Trio, Dylan, Belafonte, Cohen, 
Phil and Don, Elvis, Anka, Glen Campbell, 
Kenny Rogers, Willie Nelson, John Denver, The 
Man in Black, Neils Young and Diamond, even 
Fats Domino. And many others.

Those were the days. Yes those were the days, 
my friend.

And the beauty of all this reminiscence is 
that we’re doing it again! Yes, Pub Night is alive 
again after a COVID-induced pause of about two 
years. We encourage the audience to bring their 
favourite libation and make it a truly traditional 
night at the pub.  

So come on over, bring a beer and a friend.  
See you every Wednesday night at The Gardens, 
7:00 to 8:30.

Be prepared to have fun. c

Pub Night

Front row, L to R: Mai Britt Edgar, Angela Te, Janet King, 
Reg Jordan, Cindy Fowler.
Back row, L to R: Al Brooks, Brenda Lee, Bill Armstrong, 
Thom Pritchard, Doug Scott, Barry MacDonald

Residents enjoying a festive night at the Pub
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In 2019, at an event at The Gardens, I bumped 
into two of my yoga teachers, Chitra and 

Kunal Shah. They are not residents of Swan Lake 
Village, and I had not seen them for about ten 
years. That chance meeting resulted in their 
commitment to teach yoga classes in our village.

Yoga For Better Health is an eight-fold path of 
yoga, also called “Ashtanga Yoga” (eight limbs or 
steps). It is customized for seniors with physical 
limitations, including those who need chairs.

Chitra and Kunal have taught yoga professionally 
for over 22 years. After their retirement a few 
years ago, they have dedicated their work to 
charity. Their guru, who resides in Mumbai, 
believes that yoga is for the benefit of mankind 
and should be offered with no payment. 
Chitra and Kunal follow this principle. However, 
Swan Lake participants in their classes collect 
funds to donate to the charity of their choice, 
Markham Stouffville Hospital. On the final day 
of each session, the group holds a “meet-
greet-and-feedback” get together with coffee 
and snacks. On that day the group presents their 
teachers with “The MSH Donation Certificate.” 
The group donated $500 to the hospital in the 
names of Chitra and Kunal Shah.

The group has initiated a one-day-a-week 
practice class without teachers (for repeaters). 

by Arvind Sanghavi
Yoga For Better Health

Participants are eagerly looking forward to learning 
and perfecting yoga.

For more information contact Arvind Sanghavi 
416 899 2100. c

Bocce
Another bocce season for Swan Lake Village is over. 
We are packing it in just in time, as the weather is 
getting cooler. It was nice to see the old players 
again and meet new ones.

We closed the season with a luncheon.
Thank you all. Pat and Joan Redmond

Back Row: Martin Silver, Judy Roach, Patrick Redmond, 
Mohan Bhasin, Bill Camaghan.
Front Row: Barbara Crossley, Barbara Aldridge, Elen Silver, 
Joan Redmond, Halina Goouthier, Gail Arena, Lole Capogna.
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In previous articles we have covered cyber safety, 
passwords, the importance of updates, and scams 
and fraud.

This article will cover two topics, secure access to 
your accounts and the importance of logging out 
when finished.

Secure access to your accounts
A previous article discussed the importance of 
passwords. If you missed it, check out the web-
site. Most organizations that require a password 
now mandate upper and lower case letters, num-
bers and most recently a “character” i.e. %, ^, *, > 
etc.  Since passwords can be stolen, adding two-
step authentication to accounts provides a sec-
ond layer of protection. 

Two-factor authentication (also known as two-
step verification or 2FA) is stronger than using 
passwords by themselves. It works by requiring 
not one, but two different methods to prove you 
are who you say you are. For example: when you 
withdraw money from an ATM machine you are 
using 2FA. To access your cash, you need two 
things: your ATM card (something you have) and 
your PIN number (something you know). If you 
lose your card a thief cannot access your account 
without the PIN (assuming of course you do not 
keep the PIN in your purse or wallet!).

Once activated, 2FA requires you to login with 
your username and password and the host site 
sends a unique one-time code to your smart-
phone (call or text) which is used to gain access. 
Some sites will send the code via voice to a land-
line. A cybercriminal cannot gain access using a 
password alone. 

Cyber Safety
Part 4
by Richard Edwards,
Website Administrator

Watch for more tips on staying safe in Cyber Space in future issues of Lakeview

Another way to receive a unique code is using 
an authentication app such as the Microsoft or 
Google authenticator App. 

Many online services, including apps and 
websites, offer free options that could help you 
protect your information and ensure it’s actu-
ally you trying to access your account—not just 
someone with your password. When setting up 
an account with the CRA, they require 2FA and 
will also send you a one-time code to set it up. 

Fortify your online accounts by enabling the 
strongest authentication tools available, such as 
biometrics, security keys or a unique one-time code 
through an app on your mobile device. Your user-
names and passwords are not enough to protect 
key accounts such as email, banking and social media. 

Log out
Remember to log out of apps and websites when 
you are done using them. Leaving them open on 
your computer screen could make you vulnerable 
to security and privacy risks. Do not simply close 
the lid on your iPad or laptop.

Get into the habit of logging out when you 
have finished using any program (bank services, 
shopping, etc.) and then also close the browser 
with which you access the internet (Microsoft 
Edge, Safari, Google etc.).

A reminder 
Your personal information is very valuable. 
Continue to educate yourself. It is the best form 
of protection. Use External Links on the SLV 
website for information on fraud and scams. 
Cyber safety is your responsibility.
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Welcome to three new advertisers
Kent Cheung Computer Care
Having computer issues? Kent has over 30 years 
of computer repair experience and more than 
20 clients in Swan Lake Village. For your 
computer needs, contact Kent at 416 505 8682 
or kentc@snickers.org

Pinned Up Bra Lounge
This charming new boutique is located just south 
of the tracks on Hwy. 48, beside Kate’s Gardens. 
Owner, Lisa Szeto, will help you find the perfect 
undergarment for everyday, for workouts, or for 
an evening out. When you’re there, check out 
the unique Ta-Ta-Towel, a halter-style lounge 
bra. You can count on Lisa to help you find the 
perfect foundation for your day. 

Home Hairstyling with Kim
Relax in the comfort of your own home while 
experienced hairstylist, Kim Haverkort, performs 
her magic. Whatever you’re looking for, cut, 
colour, highlights, perm or styling, Kim has you 
covered. Pricing starts at $20 for men; $30 for 
women. Kim has relatives living in Swan Lake 
and already has several village customers.  

NAME CHANGE—Accessible Home Solutions
Effective immediately, Simple Freedoms Design 
has changed its name to Accessible Home 
Solutions to better reflect what they do—make 
homes accessible. Their height adjustable 
cabinets, countertops, islands and automated 
wardrobes are ideal for aging in place or for 
anyone with accessibility issues. 

ENDORSEMENTS 
We have used Main Street Limousine many 
times and always found them friendly and 
professional. And importantly, they are willing 
to be flexible and accommodating for unique 
requirements. Reg 

When renovating two bathrooms and a small 
craft room, we had great success with two 
Lakeview advertisers. By accessing their com-
prehensive online store we were able to obtain 
most of the required components from Markham 
Home Hardware. And because the owner’s 
mother lives in Swan Lake, Murray offered to 
deliver directly to our garage. The labour on our 
project was done by CKG. Although CKG stands 
for Creative Kitchen Gallery, they are whizzes at 
renovating all rooms in your house. Their work-
manship and professionalism are superior. We’re 
delighted with our new rooms! Richard

Advertising News
by Patricia Jones

ADVERTISING CONTACT INFORMATION
New advertisers, set-up, changes, queries, leads, endorsements:

Advertising Coordinator: Patricia Jones
ptjones@rogers.com—416 994 6962

Treasurer:  Cindy Knowles—Finance, invoicing, payment 
lakeviewmagazine9@gmail.com—905 294 8240

Payments: Via Interac, Payee: lakeviewmagazine9@gmail.com 
OR send cheque, payable to Lakeview Magazine, 
PO Box 28, 22 Celebrity Greens Way, Markham, ON  L6E 1B5

Magazine Production:  Nancy Susko, Key Cursor Inc. 
nancy@keycursor.com—416 856 5623

Size of Ad Black & White Colour

Business Card (3.625”w x 2.25”h) $280 $380 

1/4 Page  (3.625”w x 4.875”h) $440 $580 

1/2 Page (7.75”w x 4.875”h) $780 $1,080 

Full Page (7.75”w x 10”h)  $2,100 

Inside Back Cover (7.75”w x 10”h)  $2,600

(All above pricing is subject to 13% HST)

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS:
       • If you have a good experience with one of our advertisers, please send me a note.
       • When shopping, tell them you saw their ad in Lakeview.

ANNUAL ADVERTISING RATES
FOR 4 ISSUES




