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Happy 60th 
Anniversary

Peter and Joan Masson will be celebrating their 
60th Wedding Anniversary on September 8, 2022. 
They were married at Wesley United Church in 
Galt, Ontario. This photo was taken in front of the 
altar banner at their present church, Emmanuel 
Anglican Church, Richmond Hill, Ontario.

Photography by Cindy Flowler
 
Front Cover: Village gardens provide beauty and 
enjoyment for all residents. Colleen MacDonald 
exclaimed “Flowers are Mother Nature’s palette.” 
Her front entrance is featured on the front cover. 
See more of her lovely gardens in this issue.

Back Cover: Canada Day once again was celebrated 
in style. Residents donned red and white and 
enjoyed a Happy Hour at The Swan Club. Good 
friends! Good Trivia Game! Good Times!

Caring Community
by Joan Masson

To the many new neighbours who have recently moved 
into Swan Lake Village, we would like you to know that 
there are willing volunteers to help drive you to occa-
sional nearby appointments or grocery shopping.

Go to the Swan Lake Village website. Look for Resi-
dent Info, then click on Volunteers for a Caring Com-
munity. This will bring up a list of drivers names and 
phone numbers. Please read the important informa-
tion required of you before phoning a volunteer.

If other residents of Swan Lake Village wish to 
add their name to the list of volunteers, please 
contact Joan Masson (905) 554-2750. c

Announcements: 
If you are celebrating a 90th or greater birthday 
or a significant anniversary (in multiples of five), 
please send pictures and information to:
editorlakeview@gmail.com

Swan Lake Food Bank Drive
by Kathy Morgan

Thank you. The Swan Lake Events Committee 
sponsored another food bank drive on May 11. 
Since COVID was still with us, for safety’s sake we 
held the event in The Swan Club parking lot.  As 
predicted, village residents were extremely 
generous.  They donated food, which is much 
needed, and in addition, donated cash and 
cheques in the very impressive and appreciated 
amount of $8,395.   

There are still many folks who live below the 
poverty line. With food and gas prices going 
up so rapidly, they are obliged to  rely on the 
services of the Markham Food Bank. We normally 
do this drive twice a year. The next one will be 
in the fall of 2022. Since October 2018, village 
residents have contributed $30,045 to the 
Markham Food Bank. Well done. c

Lori Dawes, June Middlestat, Claudette Larocque, 
Kathy Morgan

Covers
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I always remember August as an “iffy” month 
with regards to weather. It seems it could be cold 

and rainy, or hot and humid. Let’s hope that this 
August will be warm and sunny during the day 
and all the rain will happen when we are asleep. 
That would be an ideal August.

More and more activities are back on track after 
a couple of years of idleness. In the last issue, and 
in this issue, there are reports of club activities 
and events. Swan Lake Village is back in action. 

It is hard to believe that the village has been here for more than 
25 years. Some of the first villagers tell us about what it was like 
here when they first moved in. Mud seems to have been a major 
feature. Right from the start there was a neighbourly spirit that 
just kept growing.

Lakeview has been around almost as long as the village itself. 
It started off as a management newsletter and then became a 
publication in its own right. There are complete sets of Lakeview 
in the Swan Lake Archives and in The Swan Club library.  In the 
library it is easy to go back in time to see how much both the 
village and Lakeview have changed.

In The Swan Club office Lakeview has a suggestion box. It can 
be used to make suggestions or comments about the maga-
zine. Let us know what you think. The editor’s email address 
(editorlakeview@gmail.com) will also welcome feedback.

The celebration of the village anniversary is covered in this 
issue with photographs and comments. It was a great party. 
Thanks to all the volunteers who made it possible.

On the back cover there are some photos from the Canada Day 
Happy Hour, another event that has made a comeback this year.

Check out notices about other events that are already happening 
or will be starting up soon.

Don and Cindy Fowler are featured in “Who’s Who in 
Lakeview.” Over the years they have been major contributors 
and are the photographic backbone of the magazine. In this 
issue their work is featured in the article about the gardens of 
Swan Lake, as well as other events.

There are the usual columns and updates along with some 
humour, information and poetry. 

Let us know what you think.  Keep in touch and enjoy the rest 
of the summer.

Table of Contents From the Editor...

Gary
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Someone once said, “If you want to be happy for a life-
time, be a gardener.” If this is true, there are many very 

happy people in Swan Lake Village.
We are featuring in this edition of Lakeview, a selection of 

photos showing just a sampling of the gardening creativity 
in this community. We thank our dedicated photographer, 
Cindy Fowler, who made diligent use of her camera, and in 
conjunction with her husband, Don, offered more beautiful 
pictures than our magazine had room to publish.

Many residents have put much effort and devotion into the 
planning, nurturing and maintenance of their surroundings. 
On a stroll through the village, the lovely gardens always 
inspire feelings of joy and serenity, and sometimes solace 
for a troubled soul. Another quote advises us to “go to 
nature to be soothed and healed.” 

We owe sincere thanks to those who have shared pictures 
of, and thoughts about their gardens. Take a stroll through the 
village and enjoy all the beautiful gardens. c

Lakeview Board

1st row L to R: Joan Embury, Cindy Knowles, Vida Bridgeman, Linda Atkinson
2nd row L to R: Brian Slater, Patricia Jones, Val Taylor, Christine Sutherland, 
Gary Deckert

Recently there have been some changes to the board of Lakeview. 
These are the people that keep everything running smoothly. If you 
see any one of them, let them know what you think of Lakeview 
and share your ideas with them. All feedback is welcome.

Our Village in Bloom



The Fowlers

Who’s Who in Lakeview
The pages of Lakeview are for, about and by the people of Swan Lake Village.

You might like to know more about some of our contributors.
After all, they are your neighbours.

Don and Cindy Fowler, the Lakeview photographers, 
have made priceless contributions to our magazine 
and to our community.

As a young man, Don proved himself to be an 
adventurer extraordinaire. He searched for the 
most direct paths to his goals, some of them quite 
daring. He found his way up the corporate ladder 
largely through self-education and a dedicated work 
ethic. Sailing was a passion for him until health issues 
prevented him from continuing that hobby.

Cindy, after receiving a BA in sociology and 
psychology, and completing courses in marketing and 
communication, applied her considerable energies to 
the challenge of retail management for such businesses 
as Eaton’s, Danier, Laura, and Bouclair.

When they met, Don and Cindy were initially 
unaware that both of them had parents who were 
so interested in photography that there were photo-
graphic dark rooms in each of their homes. It proved 
to be such an expensive hobby, Don abandoned 
camera work until he was able to purchase one of the 
very first digital cameras. There was no looking back.

The Fowlers came to Swan Lake Village in 2007. 
Don needed hi-speed internet in his home office, 
as his work required supporting software and data- 
bases for financial companies. He found that the 
village could accommodate his computer needs.

They also noted that Swan Lake Park would be a 
perfect place for long walks and taking pictures of 
wildlife—both activities of major importance to them.

Even before they moved in, they noticed that 
during their visits to the village, friendly residents 
always smiled and waved. They knew that they had 
found a welcoming home and soon became involved 
in community activities and events.

Don provided computer expertise for such projects 
as the original booking site. He published some of 
their best pictures in a newsletter entitled A Beautiful 
Day for a Walk in the Park. He joined the Camera Club 
and speaks highly of Gary Deckert’s contribution to 
the community photographers.

Both Cindy and Don are avid photographers, and as 
their skills developed, and they attend most of Swan 
Lake events, they are frequently asked to be the official 
photographers for many of them. Don reports that cur-
rently he and Cindy take about 70,000 photos a year.

Cindy, over the course of a short time, became a 
member of activity groups including The Swan Lake 
Singers, The Swan Lake Jammers, the Ladies Bible 
Study Group, and the Swan Lake Events Committee 
(where she served  as Chair from 2019 to 2020). She 
has been an energetic contributor to the setting up 
of many special events such as Oktoberfest and 
Rabbie Burns Day, even performing in a Chinese New 
Year traditional dance.

It should come as no surprise that both Fowlers are 
members of Friends of Swan Lake Park. 

Don is presently working on a photographic nature 
project that makes him smile. He is searching for 
the perfect photo of the grebes of Swan Lake, tiny 
duck-like birds which are quite rare in these parts.

The Fowlers are impressed 
with the vitality and energy in 
Swan Lake Village, and they 
love the community spirit.

On the same day as Swan 
Lake Village celebrated its 
25th jubilee, Don and Cindy 
celebrated their 38th wedding 
anniversary. To the delight of 
spectators they danced to-
gether, Don explaining later 
that in his whole life, he has 
danced on just three occa-
sions. Their devotion to one 
another is evident. When 
asked to name a most reward-
ing accomplishment, Don 
promptly pointed to Cindy and 
responded, “Marrying her.” 

Cindy, blushingly replied, 
“He is just my . . . life.” c

by Linda Atkinson
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Our Village
   in Bloom
Richard Gillott

Other than my wife 
Sharon, I have two 
things I am passion-
ate about…my gardens 
and cars. Wherever we 
have lived over the past 35 years I have planted gardens, the bigger the 
better. There is so much satisfaction in watching things grow.  Flowers 
are good for your soul. 
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Here’s more proof that I am indeed an elderly 
gentleman.

So, I needed to measure my temperature, as I 
thought I had a fever. 

Now, where was the thermometer? I knew I had 
one. First, check the first aid kit.  Oh Lord, still 
on the upper shelf in the closet.  I thought I had 
rectified that stupidity in my last medical emer-
gency, “The Case of the Toenail Wound.”  Not there. 
How about the night table? No. OK, the bottom 
drawer of the bathroom vanity? Oh Lord, again. 
Do I have to dive into that jungle of never-to-
be-used again, forever-forgotten pieces of 
useless debris?  But yes, there it was! Just 
below the years-old, dried out oxblood 
shoe polish and to the right of the totally 
crumpled Crest tube. 

There in the nice original box was an 
oral thermometer of the sort common in the pre-
vious century.  A small glass tube, triangular in 
shape, with a kind of silvery readout. I noticed 
the box still had the original price tag, $1.35.  And 
this was for two thermometers. The tag read 
Sprague Drug which means it was bought in 
Edmonton. Well, I left there in 1962. This thing was 
almost 60 years old. No wonder it cost only half of 
$1.35 (still no sales tax in Alberta). 

As I remembered, reading this infernal device was 
near impossible.  You had to tilt it just right so that the 
little tiny numbers on the scale could be read. Then 
you had to rotate it until the silver mercury could be 

seen against the scale.  I understand that it 
took registered nurses three years to learn 
how to correctly read this instrument.  
But it didn’t help that the readout was 

too small for either Ann or me to read. 
So, always prepared even though I was 

certainly no Boy Scout, I brought out the 
magnifier we used for the small printing on 

medicine caps.  Picture the two of us bent over 
a magnifier, trying to get the lamp light on the 
device just so, so that we could see the scale. 
Then, we had to try to modify our position to 
spread light on the silver mercury giving us the 
readout. It was laughable. I felt like I was play-
ing a game of Twister. No amount of contortions 
would make this reading available. 

By the time we read this instrument, my illness, if 
I really had one, would have overcome me.  

Reluctantly recognizing that we had to 
abandon this relic of my past, this still-oper-
ating device purchased at an excellent price, 
I took myself to our pharmacist. Denouement: 
a brand new thermometer. Digital even.

Now, where did I store it again? c

Temperature’s Rising 
by Reg Jordan
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We live in a spot where there is a blend of 
urban and rural, a treasure rarely found. 

As we approach the dog days of summer, you 
may like to explore some of the art walks and art 
studio tours available before this season ends.

Uxbridge Studio Tour on September 17 and 18 is 
a juried art studio tour featuring a distinguished 
and award-winning lineup of artists who call the 
beautiful region home. With studios surrounded 
by forests, farmland and beautiful historic towns, 
visitors are offered a fascinating tour.  For more 
information visit www.uxbridgestudiotour.com.

2022 Georgina Studio Tour on September 24 and 
25 between 10:00 am and 5:00 pm offers an oppor-
tunity to meet the artists and explore their creative 
spaces. The tour is self-guided and free. A tour map 
will guide you through communities of Keswick, 
Sutton, Jackson’s Point and Pefferlaw. For more 
information visit georginastudiotour.com 

Artful Activities
by Val Taylor

2022 Richmond Hill Art Walk on September 
24 and 25 between 11:00 am and 5:00 pm at 
the Richmond Hill Centre for the Performing 
Arts, 10258 Yonge Street, Richmond Hill is 
an excellent opportunity for local artists and 
artisans to showcase and sell their work at one 
location.

The Varley Art Gallery is an intimate gallery 
in Unionville where we can enjoy works up 
close at our leisure. It is currently featuring  
Gathering Fictions: A Dialogue on Painting. 
Janet Jones and Michel Daigneault are con-
temporary painters who have created a range 
of works illustrating their individual perspec-
tives on abstraction. For more information visit 
www.varleyartgallery.ca

Please make the most of sunny days to enjoy an 
exploration of the arts communities around us. c

Our Village in Bloom
Richard Pearce and Phyllis Evans

We like English 
gardens with most 
spaces filled with 
flowering or striking 
plants. In our front 
garden, tall Maltese 
Cross tower over 
coral bells, Indian 
grass and blue 
fescue. In the spring, 
attractive woodland 
columbine and Soloman’s Seal bloom where the Maltese Cross will bloom 
later. At the other end of the garden, the spring flowers include 
peonies and four o’clocks. In the summer, three groups of Stella d’ora 
bloom for two months in the same area. Little order, a variety of plants 
and a profusion of colour please us most.



continued on next page...

D’où venez-vous?

Nettie
McHugh
by Sylvie Andrews

In 1928, people throughout Ukraine struggled. 
Michael and Afanasia Patychuk had a hard 

time thinking about a future for their son. What 
was there to do? Eddie, their toddler, was cry-
ing again. Life was getting harder. Although 
they lived with Michael’s parents on the farm, 
they often did not have enough to eat. The food 
was given to the workers first. Tonight, 
again, Afanasia had gone without. 

Michael and Afanasia had heard 
about the government of Canada 
offering land to immigrants who were 
willing to farm. They thought about 
it, and when Eddie was 18 months old, 
they decided to emigrate. But, as they 
were about to board the SS United 
States, they were turned down. They 
had no ticket for their son, nor enough 
money to pay for one. However, a kind 
passenger, hearing their plight, offered 
to pay for them. 

The journey took nearly three weeks. 
They landed in Halifax on August 17, 1928. 
From Halifax, they boarded a train headed to 
St. Walburg, the last stop on a Northern 
Saskatchewan rail line. And that is the area 
where Nettie’s parents made their home.

Michael, Afanasia and Eddie lived in a box-
car the first winter, then lived with friends 
until receiving some land close to Big Bush, an 
area north of St. Walburg. That land was full of 
rocks and they had to clear the trees with axes. 
Life was hard, but they slowly built their home-
stead with the help of neighbours. Immigrants 
from Poland, Ukraine and Czechoslovakia all 
helped one another. They had horses to pull 

the stumps and 
did mixed farming with cattle, 

horses, pigs and chickens. They were busy, 
especially in the fall at harvest time to make 
sure to have enough provisions ready for the 
hard winter. They picked and canned berries, 
filling the root cellar with potatoes, carrots, 
cabbages and apples. 

In 1929, daughter Mary was born, and then 
Nettie in 1932. Later, George and Ann completed 
the family. Nettie’s name had been changed 
from Nadia to Nettie in error when her birth 
was registered. As soon as she could walk, she 
had to help with the chores alongside Eddie 
and Mary. They pulled weeds, removed rocks 
and stooked sheaves of grain in the fall to help 
it dry. When Nettie’s father commented that 
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she didn’t need to collect every stone, Nettie 
recalls telling her dad that she preferred to pick 
up the small stones before they got bigger. 

They did not have a well for some time, so 
Afanasia had to carry pails of water from a 
neighbour’s well. Later, they were able to buy 
another piece of land. But the machinery broke 
down at times when they were trying to clear 
and farm the land. 

In winter, a hill behind their home provided 
good sledding. On Sundays, they attended 
church services given by itinerant priests or 
pastors. Nettie went to primary school in Big 
Bush in a one-room schoolhouse through grade 
eight. After graduating, she went to live in St. 
Walburg with her grandmother while attending 
high school. After her schooling, Nettie worked 
at a creamery in St. Walburg.

Then, as teachers were needed at the time, 
Nettie went to supervise children 50 miles 
away. She remembers that there were five sets 
of twins from the same family of 18 children. 
She also recalls that she made $1,400 a year! 
Later, she worked at a car dealership. Then she 
happened to meet Bob at the curling rink.

For a number of years, Bob worked on his 
parents’ farm and played hockey. When they 
got married everyone, friends and neighbours, 
helped with the wedding reception at Nettie’s  
parents’ farm. A long table was set outside 
under canopies. The cooking was done right 
there as well and friends brought food to share 
for the wedding feast.

Bob became allergic to the farming environ-
ment, and in 1959 they moved to Edmonton, where 

Bob articled with an accounting firm. 
Nettie started working in the evenings 
selling Avon and Tupperware products. 
She even worked the midnight shift at a 
plywood plant on weekends, where she 
was paid $15.00 for eight hours!

Nettie and Bob have two daughters, 
one born in Loon Lake, Saskatchewan, 
and the second in Edmonton.

In their 14 years in Edmonton, Bob 
worked for the accounting firm and 
Imperial Oil. He was transferred to 
Toronto in 1973. There, Nettie worked as 

a real estate agent for 40 years. 
Nettie’s mother would have liked to return to 

Ukraine but she was not allowed to stay over-
night in her village, so she never made the trip.

In 1998, Nettie and Bob went to Ukraine, 
along with Nettie’s two sisters. There, they 
found ten cousins. They also met other relatives 
in Western Ukraine. Even though language was a 
barrier, Nettie had not spoken Ukrainian for close 
to 60 years, she could understand it with effort. 
They stayed for two weeks with relatives. Living 
conditions were still very basic. There was no 
indoor toilet and no refrigerator. Supplies were 
scarce. 

They eventually travelled to Moscow where 
they attended a special season-ending perfor-
mance of the Bolshoi Ballet with Boris Yeltsin in 
attendance. They also visited The Hermitage in 
St. Petersburg. All that luxury and wealth was 
such a contrast to what they had experienced 
in Ukraine. 

Now Bob and Nettie, both retired, have three 
granddaughters and one great grandson. They 
have lived in Swan Lake Village since 2014. 
Maybe you have met them. c

Home in Big Bush Area
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With that in mind, Bill, Sam, MJ and Mark joined 
me for a wine testing evening in June with Spanish 
wines on the menu. The modus operandi was to go 
to work on judging three bottles with labels hidden. 
One was very inexpensive with a decent rating. One 
was slightly higher than mid-range, and one for a 
special occasion, meaning a little more expensive, 
but highly rated.

Candidato - $8:45. 
A tempranillo-garnacha-castilla. LCBO customers 
give it 4 stars. The label states that the wine is rich, 
full bodied and seductive. A wine to be taken very 
seriously! The lesson—It does not mean a less 
expensive wine is cheap plonk. 

Sam, who knows his wine with his Italian ancestry, 
rated it the best of the three in a blind taste test. 
MJ stated, “I’d buy this one, but I liked B the best.” 
Mark said, “Ruby colour, dry, medium body.”

Marques de Riscal Reserva - $24.80.
There were no customer notes, but there was an 
interesting pairing suggestion from Julia Aitken, 
writing in Food and Drink, “Deep-In-The-Heart-
Of-Texas”. She suggested pairing this wine with a 
Texan chili.

Bill felt it was full bodied and heavy. Sam said it had 
a nice bouquet and would be good with beef and 
pork. MJ called it mellow and positive. Mark rated 
it as full bodied, dry with a nice colour and after 
taste.

Don Quintin Ortega Rioja - $34.95.
No notes from LCBO, but Vivino gives it a rating of 
bold, tannic and acid. Notice the age, 2011. Check 
out the reviews. One chap bought it to celebrate 
selling the house and his wife’s birthday, and said 
he would buy it again.

MJ liked the softness of this wine, Bill noted a 
nice flavour and dry. Mark rated it semi-dry, light 
bodied, nice colour, and felt it was similar to a 
Pinot Noir, his go to red.

And finally, a quote from William Shakespeare. 

“Good company, good wine, good welcome, can 
make good people.” Henry VIII, act 1, sc.4, l.6-7.

If you have a favourite
wine, a bargain
value, a wine for a
celebration, red or
white, email me at
pjacb15m@mac.com
or call 905 471 1103. 

Enjoy!

Tips on Sips
by Paul M. Howard

“You know that red meat pairs well with an Amarone. You know that a Muscat complements a nice piece 
of fish. But, do you know what goes best with wine of any hue? Laughter. No matter the wine, it is best 
served with good times. In fact, we’d argue that nothing tastes better than that feeling you get with good 
company and good conversation.”

From Vincarta, “15 Wine Jokes to Tickle You Rosé.”
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Our Village in Bloom
Jean Graham

I enjoy and admire beautiful colours. My gardening experience is all done randomly and unplanned. 
I go to the nursery, find something I love, and just start digging and planting. I try to focus on the 
bones, like trees and shrubs, for structure and variety. I then fill in with colour, and texture. I try to 
design for all year, hence my reason for placing annuals in pots. I then sit back and enjoy.
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The current Markham Council has addressed 
many of the needs of Swan Lake and Swan 

Lake Park, but their commitment has fallen short 
of a sustainable restoration program for either 
the lake or the park.

The new council elected in October 2022 will 
make important long-term decisions over the 
next four years that will determine the future of 
Swan Lake Park. 

The current council has addressed areas requir-
ing repair and established a baseline for addressing 
the long-term water quality challenges facing Swan 
Lake. They have, however, stopped short of adopt-
ing a comprehensive water quality management 
program that addresses the low oxygen levels in 
Swan Lake and the perpetual issue of damage done 
by road salt allowed to enter the lake. There are 
solutions but they require additional funding.

Key to protecting the land-based elements will 
be for council to designate Swan Lake Park as a 
Natural Heritage Network Land under Markham’s 

Official Plan. This will provide the park with the 
same long-term environmental protection as 
Milne Park and Toogood Pond Park.

The greater challenge lies in adopting a water 
quality plan to address the unique issues facing 
Swan Lake. The current plan addresses only the 
excessive amount of phosphorus and nitrogen 
attributed to Canada geese. It is a solid start but 
does little to address low oxygen levels and noth-
ing substantive to address the large volumes of 
road salt entering the lake and killing the plant 
and aquatic life. In June, Friends of Swan Lake 
Park submitted a report to council that outlined 
practical approaches to reducing Swan Lake’s 
stormwater role. Additional investment is required 
to reroute stormwater flows and to remove the 
build-up of chloride in the lake that is undermin-
ing a healthy aquatic environment.

We will be asking all candidates for council to 
outline their views on the restoration of Swan 
Lake and Swan Lake Park. c

by Fred Peters

Securing the Future of Swan Lake Park
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Paying it forward is 
engraved in her heart.

Let me introduce you to two members of our 
community. The first person needs no intro-

duction as she is the always faithful and smiling 
Elaine Gooderham, our supervisor of security 
for close to 10 years. It is Elaine who enlivens 
our milieu with seasonal decor to celebrate 
various holidays and is the friendly voice at the 
end of the phone. Her patience with each visi-
tor or drive-through motor vehicle is unique. 
She certainly belongs in our extended family 
and enhances it with her spirit.

There is so much more 
to Elaine than you may 
realize.  Her contagious 
smile tells you she is a fun-
loving woman who enjoys 
people and quite readily 
would go the “extra mile” 
to lend a hand.

Another side of Elaine is 
that she is quite creative 
as a crocheter and a knit-
ter.  She is proficient in 
turning assorted pieces 
of “stuff” into works of 

art, as in center pieces, wall hangings and light 
fixtures.  She has the inspiration and acquires 
the know-how to re-invent and repurpose 
things that may first appear useless, into 
beautiful works of art.

Crocheting is one of her favorite hobbies and 
she likes it even better than knitting. Thanks to 
her dear mother,  Elaine learned to 
do both when she was just five years 
old.  By the time she was twelve, she 
had knitted her first sweater.  

Elaine grew up on a farm and has a lot of 
experience with animals.  She is an outdoors 
woman who loves horse-back riding, hikes, and 
running to  name just a few of her passions.  
But in addition to all these interests, she priori-
tizes passing on goodness to others.  

by Jean Howard    

Knitting a Community 
of Interconnectedness

The crocheted outfits she produces are 
often sold to raise funds for the diabetes 
society to which she is quite supportive.  Pay-
ing it forward is engraved in her heart.

Mary Dacks has been  a 
resident of the village for 
nearly nine years. Her smile 
and sense of humour and her 
love for life would brighten 
anyone’s day. She is a woman 
with multiple interests in-
cluding golfing and playing 
bridge.  She is also a fabulous 
cook and maintains a gor-
geous garden. As an active 
member of the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society, Mary is a person 
who focuses on personal 
service to the poor and pay-

ing it forward. The SVDP  is a voluntary interna-
tional society begun around 1833 with many local 
chapters worldwide. 

Mary is also very innovative! Her nimble 
knitting skills inspired her to join  a group of 

knitters who create such beautiful 
gifts as prayer shawls and blankets 
and little toques especially for pree-
mies. If you recall Linus, of Peanuts 

cartoon fame, you will remember how much 
a security blanket meant to him. It can mimic 
the sensation of a warm and comforting human 
hug.  It makes one want to just curl up in a cozy 
ball and take a snooze. A cuddly blanket or 
shawl is usually soft to the skin and an enveloping 



by Reg Jordan
Paws Power

On Saturday, May 28 of this year, perhaps because 
of my article about walking and giving out dog 
treats, I was hosted by Jacquie and John Bell of 85 
The Boardwalk Way at an event in support of the 
Lions Foundation of Canada Dog Guides. What 
fun it was!  

Our local Markham Lions Club and Pet Valu 
arranged and sponsored this gathering of dogs 
and friends of dogs.  After registration and 
social time, The Town Crier led all the dozens 
of dogs and owners on an Old Town Markham 
walkabout.  I was able to indulge my passion for 
giving doggy treats to my friends en masse, as it 
were.  There were so many friendly dogs on site 
that I was worried I would run out of treats, but I 
had just enough. c

size. A prayer shawl, comfort shawl, sympathy 
shawl, whatever one calls it, reminds the 
receiver of a warm embrace. These labours of 
love represent kindness and compassion to a 
person. They are stitched with prayer and gifted 
to those who may be struggling with 
illness, pain, anxiety, depression, loneli-
ness, grief, or loss.  They can also bring 
soothing comfort to someone who is 
hospitalized, recovering from surgery, 
or facing prolonged treatments. In a world 
where one can choose to be anything, Mary 
chooses to be kind.  That’s what these knitters 
and crocheters do with their time and talents.   

She has joined with other such talented 
and giving  people in the village, as well as 
members of her Church community of Blessed 
Frederick Ozanam here in Markham, to reach 
out and touch hearts and hands.

 Mary  personally understands the needs 
and rewards of long term care of a loved one, 
due to the support she continuously gave her 
late husband, Bob.  Her three daughters would 
testify to that.

A quote that speaks to this kind 
of altruistic giving, “Tomorrow will 
be a culmination of all my todays, 
not an escape from them.”— Craig D. 
Lounsbrough

What can knitting needles or a crochet hook 
do? They can brighten someone’s day through 
caring. Thanks, Elaine and Mary, for stepping 
forward. The values we live by are worth more 
when we pass them on.

Let us all begin and continue to “pass it on”,  
or “pay it forward”, whatever we have to share… 
a smile, a hello, a shared book, a note of thanks… 
a knitting needle or a crochet hook! c
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It makes one want 
to just curl up 
in a cozy ball 

and take a snooze.



Our Village
   in Bloom
Jim Johnston

I love being outdoors 
and find gardening 
relaxing. Doris and I 
have always had 
gardens around our homes through the years. My grandfather was an 
avid gardener which, I guess, has passed on to me. 
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Longevity is a popular topic these days. This is 
due in large part to people living longer, and the 

effect of that on today’s society. It’s one thing to live 
longer, but it’s a very different thing to live a longer 
healthy life. What does current research tell us about 
that? The conditions for healthy, happy aging are not 
complicated. Let’s explore those conditions and how 
they relate to our Swan Lake community.

Positive Peer Relationships
Spending time with old and new friends is one of 
the important ingredients of physical and mental 
healthy aging. In our community we have lots of 
opportunities to socialize through activities such 
as bridge, euchre, mah-jongg, painting, swimming, 
pickleball, yoga, line dancing, Zumba, golf, 
gardening and more. You might want to consider 
volunteering locally or even offering to lead a 
new activity for Swan Lake residents.

Simple Pleasures
Enjoy a delicious dinner with friends. Go outdoors 
and walk the dog. Focus on a positive outlook. 
Spend time with family and friends. Go to the movies. 
Enjoy a show at Flato Theatre or Markham Little 
Theatre. Visit the Varley Gallery. Enjoy a nature walk 
around nearby Toogood Pond. We are fortunate to 
live close to so many wonderful resources. 

A Sense of Purpose
When we retire from working, we often lack the 
clear sense of purpose which can enrich our daily 
lives. We can create purpose in our retirement lives 

by Val Taylor

through a variety of 
ways; providing family 
support, serving on village committees, auditing 
courses at the university level free of charge, par-
ticipating in Swan Lake environmental initiatives, 
enjoying faith activities, or developing a new hobby. 

Nutrition
We are all aware of healthy eating. We try to create 
a balance in our daily eating—less fatty food, more 
fish, fewer cakes and pastries, more fruit and veg-
gies, fewer salty snacks and sugary drinks, and more 
pulses. We have a wide range of grocery stores in 
our community designed to satisfy most appetites. 
Going to a favourite restaurant is one of life’s plea-
sures which we should continue to enjoy. There are 
many different restaurants to explore in our local area. 

Exercise
The best kind of exercise is the kind that we don’t 
have to think about—the kind that’s built into our 
daily lives. Climbing stairs when we can, park-
ing at a distance from our destination rather than 
up close, carrying those groceries, walking with 
friends, laughing out loud, lifting heavy things when 
needed and participating in one of the many Swan 
Lake Village sports activities offered will help us to 
stay flexible and healthy. c

Longevity Research
Recent Findings

This article is based on reports from the McMaster 
Optimal Aging portal and recommendations from Dan 
Buettner in his Blue Zones of Happiness publication.
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In previous articles we have covered an overview 
of cyber safety, passwords and the importance of 
updates.

In this article internet (or phone) scams or fraud 
will be discussed. First some facts:
•  Worldwide cybercrime costs approximately US$318 

billion per year and only reflects reported cases.
•  Scammers are most likely part of a criminal 

organization, not a lone hacker.
•  Out of all the people contacted by a scammer, 

over 50% engage with them.
• Our demographic in Swan Lake is a prime target.
•  Over 90% of data breaches use email phishing 

methods.
•  There are estimated to be over 83 million fake 

Facebook accounts and most are used for scams.

Common Scams:
•  Phishing is the practice of tricking people into 

revealing personal or confidential information. 
Check www.phishing.org. More about this later.

• Claims to be Microsoft or Apple support
•  One of your grandkids has been in an accident and 

bail money is needed.
• Product delivery issues
• Lottery fee fraud
• Credit scams
• Charity scams
• Greeting card and holiday scams

Scam Prevention:
Of course, there are many others. So how do we 
prevent ourselves from being scammed? 
•  Install a reputable security software program on 

your devices.
•  Review and update your passwords and use a 

password manager.
•  Try not to use a public network unless you have 

a VPN which masks your IP address. If you need 
an explanation of these terms research it on the 
internet. 

Cyber Safety
Part 3
by Richard Edwards,
Website Administrator

•  Listen and read the news to be aware of new 
scams. Stay informed.

Online scammers are playing the numbers game by 
sending out thousands of emails (or phone calls) 
to people hoping to find a few that will answer or 
respond. While nothing is 100% foolproof, try these 
tips to reduce your risk from phishing:

Reducing Risk:
• If you are not expecting it, you shouldn’t inspect 
it. Typically, online scams require you to click on a 
link. These messages may look like they are from 
a bank (your account is frozen!) or the CRA (we 
have a refund) but they are not. Clicking on the 
link directs you to a fake website that harvests 
your personal data. 

•  Do not buy into urgency. A message comes in 
(internet or phone) with a request for money to help 
a relative or friend. Resist the urge.

•  If it’s too good to be true, it is! While a cliché, 
money will not magically arrive in your mailbox (or 
over the phone). If you did not buy a lottery ticket, 
how can you win? 

•  If in doubt throw it out. If after all these checks 
you are still not sure whether the request is 
genuine, do not use the email (or phone) to 
respond. Instead initiate the call to the source 
(your bank, CRA, son/grandson, utility etc.) to ask 
whether it is genuine.

Continue to educate yourself.  It is the best form 
of protection. Use the SLV website (under External 
Links) for information on fraud and scams. Cyber 
Safety is your responsibility. c

Watch for more tips on staying safe in 
Cyber Space in future issues of Lakeview
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Clubs & Activities

Ladies’ Golf
by Maureen Bachetti

by Madeleine Nevins, Chair
The Village Club

THE VILLAGE CLUB (formerly 
PROBUS) is pleased to 
announce that we are back in 
business. We will be meeting 
again in The Swan Club on 
the second Wednesday of the 
month, except in December.

Our membership drive will 
take place on August 24, 25 
and 31. Further information 
will follow in an e-blast 
containing your registration 
form.  All registrants must show 
proof of vaccination in order 
to enroll.  We look forward to 
seeing you again.

Speakers for 2022-2023

September 14, 2022
Terry Fallis
Operation Angus:
A Novel

October 12, 2022 
Karim Hasmari 
What is
Cryptocurrency? 

November 9, 2022 
Ted Barris 
Battle of the Atlantic 

January 11, 2023
Neil Crone
I’m Not a Real Person,
But I Play One on TV

Lynda Skeoch, Joan Cartan, Joan Wilson Linda Cohen
Joan Masson, Keith Begley
Spring Creek Manager

All and all though, a dozen plus super gals have 
shown up each week for our regular nine hole 
outing of camaraderie and golf. We welcome new and 
returning golfers who may wish to join us. Even if you 
haven’t golfed recently, do come on out. There are 
still quite a few rounds to play this season. We tee 
off starting at 8:20 am and are home before 11:00 am 
with plenty of time to relax for the rest of the day.

For more information, feel free to contact
Maureen Bachetti at 416 722 3791 or
Lynda Skeoch  at 905 294 6582

What a season it has been so far! We have weathered 
all manner of conditions, from light to heavy rain, 
oppressive humidity, some hot sunny days, and 
even an obstacle course as workmen in huge trucks 
resurfaced the parking lot at Spring Creek (actually a 
fun experience as the staff shuttled a few of us from 
the street to the clubhouse.)  

February 8, 2023
Dr. Amy Barron
Agatha Christie

March 8, 2023
Dr. Mark Terry
The Changing Face
of Iceland

April 12, 2023
Lianne Harris
Bad Advertising
from the Past

May 10, 2023
Dr. Mike Daley
The Beatles



Our Village in Bloom
Marjolyn and Thom Pritchard

Garden sculptures 
and the bright glass 
pieces Marjolyn 
creates add colour 
and complement the 
gardens surrounding 
their home.

Author Title Genre
Backman, F. Anxious People Friendship/Comedy
Baldacci, D. Mercy Thriller
Barclay, L. Parting Shot Thriller
Bell, T. Dragon Fire Spy Thriller
Blaedel, S. The Lost Woman Suspense
Joshi, A. The Henna Artist Romance/India
Krueger, W. The Tender Land Historical Fiction/Adventure
Lawson, J. Broken Mental Health (non fiction)
Macmillan, G. To Tell You the Truth Suspense
Moriarty, L. Apples Never Fall Mystery
Moyes, J. The Giver of Stars Social/Cultural Mores
Sasakamoose, F. Call Me Indian Biography/Racism (non fiction)
Taylor, B. American Traitor Suspense
Trump, M. Too Much And Never Enough Biography (non fiction)
Turnbull, B. The Woman before Wallis Historical Fiction
Turow, S. The Last Trial Legal Thriller
Wilson, D. The Andromeda Evolution Science Fiction

compiled by Phyllis Evans
Swan Lake Library Recent Donations
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Mah-jongg?
Mahhvelous!
by Val Taylor

A group of Swan Lake residents meet weekly to play 
National Mah-jongg. Some players have been playing 
since 1999 at The Greens before The Swan Club was 
built. Others are more recent players who have been 
welcomed to this friendly group. 

Like many Swan Lake activities, Mah-jongg face-to-
face playing was paused throughout more than two 
years of COVID restrictions. We are thrilled to be back 
together at The Swan Club every Monday morning 
from 8:30 am to 12:00.

Recently, our National Mah-jongg Tournament took 
place at Amica. Twelve players participated for three 
hours and enjoyed every minute. Congratulations to 
everyone for doing so well.

Our sincere thanks to Amica for hosting the tourna-
ment so generously. Thanks also to Lynda Cohen and 
Pat Woods for organizing the tournament, as well as a 
delicious lunch.

If you would like to try playing National Mah-jongg, 
please drop by The Swan Club on Monday mornings, 
and we’ll be happy to help you play with your Dots, 
Bams, Cracs, and Jokers.

On June 2nd, neighbours on north Christina Falls 
Way were inspired to honour the Queen with our 
own street party. Loretta Greening was the spark 
for this, and soon many of the neighbours became 
involved to make it happen. A dinner barbeque was 
the centrepiece, with flags and balloons to create a 
festive mood.  Some chose to wear brooches and 
hats to add to the dress code.

When friends and neighbours get together, every-
one has fun and enjoys the experience.

The Swan Lake Camera Club is starting up again. The 
first meeting will be in September. The club meets once 
a month throughout the year. The meetings are held on 
the first Tuesday of the month at 7:00 pm in The Swan 
Club. The meetings include a presentation on photog-
raphy, either on a technical skill or an artistic aspect.

Each month participants are given an assignment 
and may submit their responses for review at the 
meetings. There are no prerequisites or skills required 
to attend the meetings. The club is very informal. 
Everyone is welcome.

For more information contact Gary Deckert at 
gdecks@me.com or 905 471 9418.

by Gary Deckert
Camera Club

by Joan Masson
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Women’s Bible Study
by Joan Masson

The Women’s Bible Study Group welcomes the 
women of Swan Lake to join us on Friday mornings 
at 10:00 am at The Greens. 

Our fall session begins September 9.  For more 
details, please call Joan Masson 905 554 2750.

Lakeview is your magazine.
We want to hear from you.

All comments, suggestions, ideas 
and submissions are welcomed. 

Here’s how to reach us:
Drop a note in the LAKEVIEW 
comment box located in The Swan 
Club Office or email us directly. 
editorlakeview@gmail.com



Our Village in Bloom
Pauline MacDonald

Gary Pennington

Reflections on my Flower Garden:
Flowers are Mother Nature’s palette. I arrange the 
canvas to please my eye. The perennials (forsythia, lilac, roses, hydrangea, peonies, Rose of Sharon) 
when nurtured, give spring to winter beauty, year after year. I have cacti and peonies that have been 
passed down to me from my grandparent’s garden, over 100 years of blossoms.  

By adding old favourite, proven annuals, I get to enjoy their continuous flourish of blooms, as they 
“keep on giving,” until our climate says time’s up. I have in the past brought some of them indoors to 
winter over. However, now I only do so with the cacti and mandevilla. A daily drink of water, and a little 
fertilizer is all they ask in return for their continuous uplifting splendour.

As I stroll around the village I think perhaps we could call it Swan Lake Gardens. Thanks to all the 
beautiful properties.

Gary finds gardening rewarding and relaxing. 
He enjoys spending time on his patio. 

U U U
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According to Wikipedia, Zumba is a fitness program 
involving aerobic moves and Latin-inspired dance. It 
was created in the 1990’s by dancer and choreographer 
Beto Perez, an aerobics instructor in Cali, Columbia. 
After forgetting his usual music one day, he made 
an executive decision to be innovative and use his 
salsa and merengue tapes for his class. Perez began 
integrating the music and dancing into other classes, 
calling it “Rumbacize.” The name evolved into 
Zumba because of its similarity to the word “rumba,”  
and because as a child, he had been a fan of the 
fictional character, Zorro. He found that his students 
loved the new workout and were having fun. The 
brightest spot of the Zumba logo is the neon yellow 
circle housing a stylized human figure. The abstract 
figure is performing a dance move and depicts 
energy, motion and the positive moves of the dance.  

Typically, a class is one hour long, and the music 
combines the dance styles of cumbia, salsa, 
merengue, mambo, flamenco, chachacha, reggae, 
soca, samba, and tango. There are ten types of 
classes for different levels of age and exertion. 

How did Zumba start in Swan Lake Village?
In 2016 my neighbour, Sharon Quartarone, invited 
another neighbour, Rita Pardatscher, and myself 
to join her for a Zumba Gold class at the Markham 
Seniors Centre. We enjoyed it so much that we 
decided to go again the following week. We thought 
it would be fun if we could have classes at Swan Lake. 

We approached the instructor and asked him if he 
would be willing to come to our community to give 
classes. A few months later classes were offered for 
the first time in Swan Lake Village. Zumba Gold is 
described as a low-intensity dance and fitness pro-

by Claudette Larocque

gram, where easy to follow moves are introduced, 
focusing on range of motion, coordination and 
balance done to upbeat music. 

Twenty people registered for a session of ten 
classes in September 2016. The following session, 
30 people signed up. Every time a new session 
began, so many more people joined that eventually 
we had to offer two classes with as many as 25 par-
ticipants in each class. 

Then along came COVID, and classes had to be 
cancelled. After a two-year pause, Zumba classes 
have resumed.

Our instructor
Wayne, our instructor for the past six years, makes the 
classes fun and easy to follow. He has certifications as 
an Active Aging and Fitness Instructor Specialist, and 
has been in the dance field for 30 years.

Who would have thought that Perez’s accidental 
class in 1990 would inspire a worldwide fitness 
phenomenon? 

Join our next session starting in September. Watch 
for the next eblast to get information. c 

AUGUST 2022  c  19

Stop Signs
by Linda Atkinson

I have always heeded stop signs
and obeyed them as I should, 
But lately it has seemed to me, 
I’d disregard some, if I could.

Stop! Observe this caution. 
You’ll clog arteries with cheese,
Salty foods aren’t good for you, 
Consume less sugar, please.

Stop! Keep in mind this warning.
 Ease back on all things fun.
Old bones can break while skiing,
Cancer’s caused by too much sun.

Stop! exhorts a stop sign.
‘Round the curve of the next bend—
The final place you will approach—
They call it a “Dead End.”

If I should stop for all advice, 
I might as well be dead.
I want to see a sign that says
DRIVE THRU—GREAT THINGS AHEAD.



Our Village in Bloom
Pat Gill

Dorie Pilkey

My venture into 
gardening began in our 
second year in Swan 
Lake after viewing 
neighbouring gardens. 
It was tentative and 
laborious, having to 
water with a hose twice 
daily. But it was also 
gratifying to see results 
even from the small attempts. The opportunity to see many gardens in the village inspired me to be 
more ambitious, adding small areas each year, until I thought. “Why not?”

This year’s efforts are most satisfying, since completion of a DIY irrigation system of soaker hoses. 
I enjoy working on each stage and recognize that I love the relaxed pace of the work. Additionally, the 
complimentary remarks of my neighbours are encouraging. The lifestyle here in Swan Lake Village is 
so relaxing and enjoyable.

The flowers in my garden
remind me of the beautiful
people who live in Swan Lake 
and produce such an amazing 
magazine. Thank you to
everyone who contributes to 
this community.

AUGUST 2022  c  20

U U U



In response to Lakeview’s search for stories of early 
life in our community, first residents told interesting 
tales. The village, over 25 years, has undergone many 
changes. However, the following stories show how  
a welcoming attitude, energy and vitality remain 
to this day, symbolic of lasting community spirit in 
Swan Lake Village.

THE PIONEERS

Marilyn Patterson…
MUD, MUD, MUD!

The title indicates my strongest remembrance of 
the early Swan Lake Village.

The first house built in the village was 13 Christina 
Falls Way, the one that Lawrie and I bought in 1997. 
While the house was being built, we were not allowed 
on the property without a hard hat and boots. I 
borrowed these items (you will see how big the 
boots were) and Lawrie took a photo of me in front 
of our new house.

I walked up a ramp to peek into 
the house as the windows were not 
in yet. There was a guard in a trailer 
on the property and he came over 
and yelled that I was not allowed to 
enter the building. Luckily by that 
time I had had a pretty good peek.  
Our house was surrounded by mud 
covered with boards so that we 
could enter and exit. One had to bal-
ance very carefully in order to stay 
on the board. 

At that time I played clarinet in 
the North York Concert Orchestra. 
Shortly after we had moved into 
our new home, the orchestra had 
planned a concert evening. On the 
night of the concert I was dressed in 
my usual uniform, a black pantsuit 
and rather good black shoes. Lawrie 
stepped out of the front door onto the ramp and 
unfortunately lost his balance, falling face down into 
the mud. Horrors, what now?

I enquired if he was hurt, and when he said no, I 
was free to laugh at the scene before me. However, 
I had to help him out of the mud (in my rather good 
shoes) and into the house to change his outfit.

The situation was a little stressful as I was the 
president of the orchestra at the time and was 
expected to get to the venue early. We drove rather 

quickly to the concert hall, and luckily the concert 
went well with no further glitches.

My life in Swan Lake for 25 years has been a long 
and happy experience with my two husbands.  (Not 
at the same time!)

Ruth Fuyarchuk…
When I moved to Swan Lake Village, it was very 
muddy, since at that time there were no curbs. 
There were farms behind my house all the way to 
the Ninth Line.

One morning, shortly after I had moved in, I spotted 
a brown owl perched in a grove of trees in the middle 
of a farmer’s field. I had never seen one before and the 
need to share my excitement led me to the door of my 
neighbour.  I was amazed to observe the owl, waiting 
patiently for three hours before spotting dinner— 
perhaps a mouse scurrying through the field beneath.

That was how I met my neighbour, Marianne. As 
more neighbours moved in, I hosted gatherings to 
meet them and to make new and wonderful friends.

Clarice and Art  Henschel…
Our move to Swan Lake was delayed. Our space 
in the line of construction had been kept empty to 
provide for fire safety. It was difficult to wait, but the 
day we moved in, amid stacks of unopened boxes, 
our neighbour Peggy Moreton, carrying a plate of 
warm cookies, knocked on our door. 

Happy memories!

Marie Hogan…
There are many stories. It was so hard to believe that 
I and others would be moving into a mud hole. I had a 
lovely home in Unionville and I am not sure how it all 
happened. I did know, and liked, Brad Warren. He and 
his dad, Ray, were selling the homes. We took a leap 
of madness or faith, and took the plunge. We came 
up smelling of roses. It was a good move. Living in 
our Swan Lake community is perfect.

I love my home and all my friends and neighbours.

Celebrating



25 Years

On June 16 all was ready for the 
crowd to arrive. Dark clouds 

and hints of thunder were holding 
off for a party in the sun. Three 
hundred people were expected. 
Early arrivers, bearing their own 
seats, secured spots in the shade. 
Melfer had been retained to pro-
vide a much-appreciated shuttle 
service.

The arrival of the Town Crier and his acknowledge-
ment of original residents in the village started the 
program. Councillor Andrew Keys spoke briefly. 

Inside, an array of blue and white balloons 
arranged by June Middlestadt and Kathy Morgan, 
welcomed visitors.

THE EVENT

continued on next page...



Outdoor entertainment featured our own Swan 
Lake Jammers, the ever-popular fortysomething 
duo, a talented hula hoop artist and the Swan Lake 
Line Dancers.



Amica of Swan Lake donated cupcakes, 
and Amica of Unionville supplied cookies. 
Activity groups had been invited to provide 
posters displaying the many opportunities 
offered within our village. Downstairs, Markham 

A project such as this takes a lot of planning. 
The team, headed by Diane Sweeney was 
made up of a dedicated group of volunteers— 
Claudette Larocque, Ellen-Jean Dewberry, 
Marilyn Fleming, Kathy Morgan, June 
Middlestadt, Rita Pardatscher, Elaine Kerys, 
Martin Silver, Joan Petit and Joanne Stewart. 
(Several of their spouses were added to this list 
of workers.)

Music Festival supplied a photo booth with a 
variety of accessories, inviting attendees to 
have their photo taken and emailed to them to 
mark the occasion.

Thanks go to Teri Laflamme for designing the 
witty eblast announcing plans for the event.

Gaye Murray constructed the identification 
badges which also contained  the refreshment 
tickets. These were delivered by Joanne and 
Jim Stewart and Joan Petit to the attendees.

The Lions Club supplied barbecued hamburgers, hot dogs, back bacon in a bun and grilled cheese 
sandwiches. The ice cream truck offered an abundance of cooling goodies. Walker Parker Realty 
donated water and lemonade. Black Lab Brewery provided a variety of lagers.

continued on next page...
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Teri Laflamme stood up to introduce a chair 
which she had not used since the 15th anniversary 
celebration. She was very pleased that it had 
survived long enough to be parked in the shade, 
ten years later, at another warm celebration.

Jean Bell, one of the original residents, 
commented that this occasion was “just fabulous.” 
Not a thought of complaining about standing 
under the sizzling sun in a long lineup for food. 
She said that she was enjoying the day and all the 
effort that had been put into the program.

Loraine Gore, a resident for 24 years, was 
saying farewell to many of her friends at Swan 
Lake Village. She will be relocating to Vancouver 
in order to be close to family, but she plans to 
return often to visit the village and friends that 
she will dearly miss.

Paul and Mary Leonard, residents for 24 years, 
remembered the gravelled roads and construction 

by Linda Atkinson
From the Roving Reporter

fences in the village, but said that the early fight 
for survival was well worth the effort. The first 
Oktoberfest in the Greens and Christmas gatherings 
in individual homes (when the entire village totalled 
about 40 residents) were small but most memo-
rable. Perhaps this was because Paul and Mary 
hosted several of them.

Tom and Emily Girdwood came to Swan Lake 
Village from Montreal 23 years ago. Spotting 
Emily at the celebration, I approached her to 
thank her for something that had been long 
forgotten. Eighteen years ago, new to Swan Lake 
and making my first visit to the mailbox, I met 
Emily, who bestowed such a warm smile and 
greeting that I knew right away I would love my 
new home. 

Claire Foran summed it up best when she said 
that, “God sent us to Swan Lake Village to give us 
a preview of what comes next.” c

It was the journalistic assignment of a member of the Lakeview editorial group to interview attendees at Swan 
Lake’s 25th Anniversary Celebration. It seemed to this roving reporter that everybody was either enjoying the 
program, or communicating with neighbours so much that interrupting would be disruptive. However, the 
following comments are representative of the happy mood and pleasure shared at this special event.
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Our Village 
  in Bloom
Bill and Cathy Haley

Doug and June Ford

The Haleys have created a colourful and relaxing 
atmosphere around their home, combining beautiful 
plantings and pots.

“For everything there is a season.”

In our Swan Lake garden we plant some annuals and en-
joy them all season but most enjoyable is the anticipation 
in spring, summer and fall of blooms from bulbs, shrubs 
and perennials. In May tall allium “giganteum” globes of 
purple florets are long-lasting and interesting while the 
flowers of rhododendron, brunnera, sweet woodruff and 
lungwort come and go rather quickly. June brings lots of 
flowers—roses, hostas, irises and lady’s mantle. Different 
kinds of hydrangeas and phlox follow in July and August. 
Sedum will last until the first hard frost.

U U U
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Being The Ricardos was written 
and directed by Aaron Sorkin. 
It won the 2022 AACTA Interna-
tional Award for the best screen-
play. Starring Nicole Kidman as 
Lucy, and Javier Bardem as Desi, 
Sorkin cleverly compresses into 
one week events which occurred 

over a period of many years. 
Flashbacks show how Lucy and Desi meet, fall in 

love, and cope with a rocky show-business marriage. 
They also highlight memorable hilarious scenes from 
the long running CBS sitcom I Love Lucy. Who could 
ever forget the grape-stomping scene?

Nina Arianda, as Vivian Vance, and J.K. Simmons, 
as William Frawley, provide wisecracking commen-
tary through the movie, much as did their charac-
ters, Ethel and Fred Mertz in the television series.

However, the focus of the movie is on the many 
conflicts and crises which were faced by the 
Ricardos behind the scenes. Included is the 
period during which Lucy deals with the accusa-
tion of being a communist. We also learn how she 
copes with suspicions of Desi’s infidelity.

Flashing forward, the movie reveals how Lucy, 
always enterprising despite many challenges, 
displays ground-breaking inspiration for several 
future comedic television series.

Being The Ricardos is enlightening and entertain-
ing. The movie successfully blends the light with the 
dark, depicting the lives of a famous couple whose 
story is most captivating. c

MOVIE FAVOURITE
by Vida Bridgeman

Being The Ricardos

First-time novelist Hillary Clinton 
needs no introduction, and Cana-
dian Louise Penny has become a 
popular Canadian author of the 
Inspector Gamache series of 
crime books set in an imaginary Three Pines 
village of Quebec. The reader of their book State of 
Terror is immediately thrown into high tension 
danger. The sorting out roles of characters is not 
easy at first as the story races on. The immediacy 
of peril lurks everywhere, accompanied by ever 
threatening timelines which leave the reader 
exhausted by yet another bomb ticking. In scope it 
feels like a marathon. 

It is obviously the real Hillary Clinton, former 
U.S. Secretary of State, in the storyline, reflecting 
the kind of challenges she managed in her term of 
office. There are also allusions to “that man” who 
occupied the oval office not so long ago. The story 
is engaging and enthralling, and it keeps the read-
er on edge. Who can you trust? What else could 
happen? Will the right people deflect the crisis in 
time? It is indeed a thriller.

In terms of who’s who and “whodunnit,” the 
reader will be challenged with suspicion until it is 
all sorted out. The book made me realize better the 
multiple complexities of real threats to our world 
by many possible antagonists to our desire for life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  

Having read nearly all of Louise Penny’s books I 
tried to discern her contributions to the partnered 
writing process. She indeed ventured beyond the 
usual crime scenes in her well-known series in this 
co-writing with Hillary. Politics abound throughout 
the book and, for a somewhat apolitical person like 
myself, I came to realize more clearly how politics 
and power-mongering determines the direction of 
most world events. The story may appear rather 
long, but the reader is so immediately grasped by 
the intensity of danger, that one flies through it 
quickly. Highly recommended for those who seek a 
thrilling engagement of high stake pursuits. c

BOOK REVIEW
State of Terror
by Hillary Clinton and 
Louise Penny
Reviewed by Jean Howard

Remembering
Doug Ackhurst, 97 Lakeside Vista Way

Nancy Dyer, 1 Augusta Drive Way

Theresa Forrestall, 80 The Boardwalk 
Way, #121

Henri Hoogendijk, 18 Louisbourg Way

Dale Lyons, 80 The Boardwalk Way, #412

Margaret Porter, 27 Augusta Drive Way
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25th ANNIVERSARY of
Lakeview Magazine

As well as celebrating the 25th anniversary 
of Swan Lake Village, we celebrate 25 years 
of Lakeview magazine. A big thank you to The 
Garden Basket and Heritage Pharmacy who 
have advertised in Lakeview for the full 25 years. 
Hats off to 17 advertisers who have been with us 
20 years or more:

16th Avenue Drug Mart
Main Street Limousine
Amica at Swan Lake 
Markham Home Hardware
Chapel Ridge Funeral Home
Markham Vision Centre
Dixon-Garland Funeral Home   
Mount Joy Dental
Good Year Markham Auto Repair
Peppertree Klassics
Hempen Jewellers
Remax Real Estate 
Heritage Pharmacy
Stouffville Garage Doors
Dr. Kuhn - Optometrist 
The Garden Basket
La Belle Flowers & Gifts

Thank you to all of our advertisers. Your ads 
provide a convenient shopping directory for Swan 
Lake Village residents.

CONGRATULATIONS to these 11 Lakeview adver-
tisers voted as Diamond winners of the Markham 
Economist & Sun 2021 Readers’ Choice Awards: 

Desjardins Insurance
Dixon-Garland Funeral Home
Kate’s Garden
Heritage Pharmacy
Markham Garage Doors Ltd.
Markham Home Hardware
Sherlase Clinic and Spa
The Garden Basket 
Unionville Appliances
Walker Parker Real Estate 
Unionville Heating & Air Conditioning

FAREWELL to Peach Tree Originals on Anderson. 
After 32 years of creating and handmaking 
timless, comfy clothing for women, owner 
Nancy Hunter is heading into retirement. Her 
showroom is closing November 30. Massive 
discounting is happening right now, so there is 
still time to head over and pick up that unique 
piece at a super price. All the best Nancy.

Advertising News
by Patricia Jones

ADVERTISING CONTACT INFORMATION
New advertisers, set-up, changes, queries, leads, endorsements:

Advertising Coordinator: Patricia Jones
ptjones@rogers.com—416 994 6962

Treasurer:  Cindy Knowles—Finance, invoicing, payment 
lakeviewmagazine9@gmail.com—905 294 8240

Payments: Via Interac, Payee: lakeviewmagazine9@gmail.com 
OR send cheque, payable to Lakeview Magazine, 
PO Box 28, 22 Celebrity Greens Way, Markham, ON  L6E 1B5

Magazine Production:  Nancy Susko, Key Cursor Inc. 
nancy@keycursor.com—416 856 5623

Size of Ad Black & White Colour

Business Card (3.625”w x 2.25”h) $280 $380 

1/4 Page  (3.625”w x 4.875”h) $440 $580 

1/2 Page (7.75”w x 4.875”h) $780 $1,080 

Full Page (7.75”w x 10”h)  $2,100 

Inside Back Cover (7.75”w x 10”h)  $2,600

(All above pricing is subject to 13% HST)

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS:
       • If you have a good experience with one of our advertisers, please send me a note.
       • When shopping, tell them you saw their ad in Lakeview.

ANNUAL ADVERTISING RATES
FOR 4 ISSUES



Celebrating Canada Day




