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Happy 50th 
Anniversary

Judy and Mike Dwyer will celebrate their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary in July. They were married 
at St. Matthew’s Anglican Church in Montreal on 
July 8th, 1972.

Announcements: 
If you are celebrating a 90th or greater birthday 
or a significant anniversary (in multiples of five), 
please send pictures and information to:
editorlakeview@gmail.com

by Diane Sweeney

Get Ready to

Celebrate

Covers
The Arrival of Spring

Current plans include a gathering in the 
parking lot of The Swan Club where there 
will be tents, food trucks, and entertainment. 
Inside the clubhouse will be an exhibition of 
our growth and success as a community. Clubs 
and committees will display their stories.

We need your help to make this event one 
to remember. Please share your suggestions 
and ideas.

Contact Diane Sweeney,
deesweeney78@gmail.com, 905 472 6612 or
Claudette Larocque,
claularo9@hotmail.com, 647 975 8557

Residents help to bring 
spring alive in our 
village with their lovely 
flowers and gardens.

Gail Arena captured 
the beautiful tulips 
from Amy Chan’s 
garden on Louisbourg 
Way for our front 
cover.

Richard Pearce’s 
poem on the back 
cover expresses the 
wonderful sights to be 
enjoyed throughout 
the season.

Circle June 16th on your calendars 
for the celebration of the 
Swan Lake’s 25th Anniversary. 
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I am sitting here in the middle of April looking out 
the window. I keep thinking it should look more 

like spring. People walking by are still wearing 
heavy, not quite winter coats. The April showers 
have been around, but some of them have been 
snow showers.  I know I am ready for real spring 
weather to come. After being trapped inside by 
the weather and the pandemic I want to sit on the 
deck and enjoy the fresh air. 

Lakeview always looks forward to receiving 
feedback from our readers. After the last issue I received an email 
from Gloria Altmann. She appreciated being able to see the faces 
of the people who are on VAC, Condo Board 1217 and some of the 
people who are part of Lakeview. This is something that we have 
heard over time. Residents see the names of the people in the 
village, but it is good to be able to picture a face to go with the 
name. This has become one of our goals. We always encourage 
our readers to give us their opinions.

Lakeview sent out a challenge to the village to write a poem 
using random words chosen from a book. We had a great 
response and have published a selection of the poems in this issue. 

There are articles about people and their hobbies. Bill Dewberry 
has a train set in his basement. Grant Armstrong, has in his single 
car garage, two cars that he has built. Terry Harding writes about 
the joy of painting.

There are a few pages of announcements for some of the clubs 
and events that are starting to open up in the village. Take a look 
to see if there is something of interest to you.

Teri Laflamme has been creative in the cyber safety column. 
She has written a poem to introduce her topic. Bev Stewart and 
Adriana Visintin have reported on the full opening of the libraries. 
Phyllis Evans has compiled a list of some of the latest additions 
to the libraries.

Other informative reports include updates from The Accessibility 
Committee and Friends of Swan Lake.

As you flip through the issue you will see some of the usual 
features, “Tips on Sips,” “Out and About” and “Who’s Who in 
Lakeview.”

Enjoy the magazine. Maybe the weather will be warm enough 
for you to sit on your deck with a cold drink and read it at your 
leisure.

Table of Contents From the Editor...

Gary
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When my husband, Doug, and I retired from the radio business, 
which had filled our lives with a whirl of travel and activity, we 
moved from uptown Toronto to downtown Oakville. We had lots 
of fun times there for about five years. When we became grand- 
parents to twins, who were born very prematurely and lived in 
Ottawa, the drive through Toronto traffic to visit them was just too 
much. In December of 2004 we bought a yet-to-be built house 
situated just across from The Swan Club in Swan Lake Village. On 
Valentine’s Day 2007 we moved in.

We met our neighbours at get-togethers and parties and became 
involved in the new 4B condo corporation. I volunteered to be the 
secretary and to keep track of alterations to the new homes—a 
daunting job!

Because I relished the role of secretary, I later took on the duties 
at VAC meetings while Doug served as Chair of that committee.

There were loads of great activities at The Swan Club, and we 
enrolled in new groups. I joined the early aquafit group and still 
enjoy the exercise and friendship I find there. Tai Chi was another 
great way I discovered to meet people and stretch my mind and body.

It was Gary Pennington who got me involved with the Lakeview 
board when their former secretary retired. I thoroughly enjoyed 
keeping the minutes, as well as learning the ins and outs of publish-
ing such a great magazine for residents.

Due to COVID restrictions, the village experienced a difficult 
period of isolation from its customary ambiance. I look forward to the 
resumption of some of my favourite activities such as Oktoberfest, 
happy hours and car rallies. 

The best thing about living in Swan Lake Village is meeting and 
getting to know friendly, interesting people.

Muriel has recently retired as 
Lakeview’s recording secretary, 
after more than twelve years of 
dedicated scribing.

She reflects on her life since her 
retirement in the early days of the 
new millennium.

Thank you for sharing your Swan Lake story, Muriel. We’ll be eager 
to hear where you will next volunteer your talents.

Muriel Ackhurst
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Over the last few years new members have been 
appointed to the Lakeview board. A group of 
editorial contributors have been introduced. The 
magazine itself has changed regarding content, 
paper and frequency of publishing. 

During this period of transition there is one 
group that has been constant—the Lakeview 

proofreaders. Jim, Maureen, Mary, Vida and 
Lindy are responsible for making sure that 
spelling and grammar are correct. The work 
they do is greatly appreciated by everyone at 
Lakeview. 

Thank you proofreaders for your keen eyes 
and special work. c

Unsung Heroes

Maureen Bachetti Vida Bridgeman Jim Lyle Mary Carr Lindy Deckert

The changes at the Lakeview board keep 
happening. Muriel Ackhurst, after years as 
recording secretary, has retired. We will miss 
her accurate and concise recordings of our 
board meetings and her wonderful organiza-
tion of Lakeview records.

Lakeview welcomes Christine Sutherland 
to the board as our recording secretary. A 
relatively new resident to Swan Lake Village, 
Christine brings administrative and organiza-
tional skills to the position.

At our last board meeting, we were review-
ing the latest issue and discussing the content 
of the next.  One of the items was a two page 

photo spread of “The Way We Were—Looking 
Back.” Three of our board members have moved 
into the village in either late 2019 or post March 
2020 and have not yet had the opportunity to 
experience the true Swan Lake Village. They 
did not realize the extent of various activities 
and events that normally happen throughout 
the year.

Many of the groups and activities have articles 
in this issue on their reopening plans, and the 
Swan Lake website has contact information for the 
organizations under Resident Info.  The events and 
activities are a great way to meet other villagers 
who have similar interests to yours. c

by Gary Deckert

From the Chair
by Brian Slater
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According to Popular Science, “all software goes to 
heaven.”  It becomes obsolete, no longer supported 
by its developer. 

Does it matter? Running software that has 
reached its end-of-life can present many problems. 
Manufacturers do not produce updates, new fea-
tures and most importantly, no security patches. 
Running outdated software increases chances of 
acquiring malware (malicious software). This can 
manifest itself in many ways:

•  You are at increased exposure to phishing.

•  Your data is vulnerable to theft.

•  Your computer runs slowly.

•   You get the BSoD (Blue Screen of Death), 
i.e. your computer crashes. 

•  You get strange pop-ups. 

•  You get ransom demands. 

•  There’s a suspiciously high use of your internet. 

Staying Safe in 
Cyber Space
by Teri Laflamme

•  Your browser gets redirected.

•   Your computer can be used to attack other 
machines.

Windows is the predominant operating system 
and therefore more attractive to malware creators. 
However, all operating systems are vulnerable to 
hackers, including Apple’s.  

There are several ways to ensure your operating 
system is up to date. Periodic updates offer 
protection, and the ideal is to set them to run 
automatically. If you don’t want to do that, shut 
down your device regularly and the updates will 
be installed when the device closes. You can 
choose to have other programs updated at the 
same time. 

If you run an antivirus program that is separate 
from one on the operating system, remember to 
renew your subscription, too. c

If your software’s gone to heaven,
And your data’s hard to find,
Your computer’s slow as snails,
And you’re kinda in a bind,

You get a lot of pop-ups, 
And some weird ransom demands,
That’s cuz you didn’t update,
So the problem’s out of hand.

Watch for more tips on staying safe in Cyber Space 
in futures issues of Lakeview

The Upside of Updates
To stop those pesky viruses,
That send you on a bender,
You need an antivirus,
As a security defender.

Be careful, my dear friend,
And update when you should,
Your device will run much faster,
And all will go real good!
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The Fun and Fascination of Painting
by Terry Harding

In 2008 a friend of mine suggested that I join an art 
class with her. I said, “I really can’t draw or paint, 

but I will give it a try.”
The class was located in Unionville and the 

instructor was Judith Livingston. Judith, an artist 
and former school teacher, was so encouraging 
and nonjudgmental that I found myself watching, 
listening and learning. She started to draw out of 
me any talent I had. At every class we had to 
display our creations and Judith would critique  
each of them. This was quite intimidating. However, 
I persevered. I was told the key was to draw 
constantly—at home, at work, on holiday, everywhere.

As the lessons went on, I found that I enjoyed 
painting landscapes. To me, the subject is 
challenging and yet fulfilling. When a painting is  
finally finished after many changes, viewings and  
paint colour adaptations, it is the most rewarding 
feeling. When you first sell a piece of your art, it is 
incredible to know that someone loves your work 
enough to pay for it.

If you wish to become a dedicated artist, I 
advise you to keep joining art classes to pick up 
techniques and hints from other student artists. As 
with any hobby, stick with it. Don’t worry if others 
seem better or find it easier. Just learn what is of 
interest to you. With an encouraging teacher and 
the willingness to keep trying, your rewards will be 
fun and satisfying. c



Accessibility Report Update
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Last September, the Accessibility Committee 
submitted an extensive Accessibility Report to 

the Village Amenities Committee. 
We were encouraged by VAC’s initial response 

to that report. VAC has upgraded the entrance 
on the south side of the Gatehouse and installed 
an asphalt pad under the bench near the top of 
Sanctuary Way.

Recognizing how critical it is for those with 
mobility challenges to maintain a regular walking 
routine, we recommended placing more benches 
throughout the community to provide needed 
resting areas.

Our primary recommendation, however, involves 
transition points on sidewalks, pathways and door-
ways. While Swan Lake Village has a wonderful range 
of facilities to support social interaction, most 
locations provide frustrating challenges for those 
with mobility issues. High door thresholds and 
heavy doors leading to clubhouses, the management 
office, pool change rooms and washrooms, will entail 
a material investment, but will make the facilities 
accessible for all. Sidewalks, and pathways can be 
improved by sanding down the curbs and adding 
yellow paint to indicate a safe transition to the road.

In January, VAC promised to “ensure that AODA 
(Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act) 

by Rain Geiger

requirements . . . are reflected in the new Reserve 
Fund Study.”

Our report included a review of areas in and 
near the Boardwalk buildings. Since not all these 
areas are within VAC’s jurisdiction, we asked that 
this section be reviewed by the relevant boards. 
They noted that many existing features are already 
designed to address accessibility for both residents 
and their guests.

In summary, while the Accessibility Committee 
encourages more discussion regarding the Boardwalk, 
there is much to anticipate in the village.

We have made a great start. We’ll be eager to 
learn whether future plans will include all pedestrian 
exits from the village; relocating the mailboxes at 
The Greens to street level; adopting improved curb 
design and when accessibility within the facilities at 
The Swan Club might be addressed.

If you, the residents, have suggestions for bench 
locations or for addressing any other accessibility 
concerns or, if you would like a copy of the 
Accessibility Report, please email Rain Geiger at 
grapefox@rogers.com c

Yes, Villagers,
There IS an Accessibility Santa!

AFTER

AFTER

BEFORE

BEFORE



A True Tale
        of
A. Nonymous

Who’s Who in Lakeview
The pages of Lakeview are for, about and

by the people of Swan Lake Village.
You might like to know more about some of our contributors.

After all, they are your neighbours.

The dictionary defines anonymous as a person, place 
or thing “having no outstanding, individual, or unusual 
features; unremarkable or impersonal.” Pretty harsh, 
but possibly true as A. Nonymous keeps a low 
profile. If the real story was ever leaked to the press, 
paparazzi could well storm the gatehouse barriers.  

In brief, this writer A. Nonymous, grew up in post-
war London having adventures. Our gang, a.k.a. 
“Spies in Training,” all of whom had vivid imagina-
tions, would roam old bomb sites looking for hidden 
treasures. Never found any treasures. It was fun until 
our mothers found out and usually dealt a very 
public clip around the ear or a smack on whatever 
body part they could reach. Yes, we were bad, but we 
became very fast runners! 

Leaving London meant different challenges, as 
my new school had a reputation for winning public 
speaking and sports competitions. Oh, this wasn’t 
good. Unfortunately, I only showed talent in field 
hockey, but that didn’t last and was quickly passed 
off to the public speaking contingent.  I was probably 
considered a lost cause, but to everyone’s surprise, 
especially mine, I won an All England public speaking 
competition. The prize, a  massive silver cup (claimed 
by the school) plus a book token.  Really, a book 
token?  Hardly a prize worthy of a childhood “spy 
master.” Our teachers, mostly ex-military, did their 
best to keep us in line. The math teacher would 
stand behind an unlucky student and whack a 16 inch 

wooden ruler into the palm of his hand, and we were 
all convinced that the science teacher had been a 
knife thrower in a circus.  His aim with the blackboard 
duster was legendary and many students had perma-
nent chalk stains on their blazers to prove it.  

Ah, college with the stresses of course selections 
and making life-determining decisions. My father  
was convinced I’d end up in prison so, in prepara-
tion for my future, I decided on courses related to 
the legal world. And then it was time to get a J.O.B.  
Sadly, I’d given up on my quest to become a famous 
rock star with all its glamour and excitement, and 
settled for the next best thing. I became a law clerk 
and entered the rarified realm of private practice and 
later government legal departments.  Fun times, and 
thinking back I sometimes feel slightly guilty about 
our shenanigans. But the feeling passes quickly.  

It was now the 1970s and time for a new chapter 
and new job as an administrator in Libya. It probably 
wasn’t my best decision, but it was an adventure, and, 
the job paid big bucks!  My new world was a hot and 
steamy desert and my office was a large metal build-
ing without air conditioning. Phew! Every morning 
the steps would be covered in a mountain of sand. 
You either climbed it or fell into it. My daily fitness 
regime was trying to climb it, but I usually failed and 
fell into it.  And then there were the scorpions.  Note: 
always check shoes and clothing for these nefarious 
arachnides before wearing. I’ll leave it at that, but I 
still won’t go into any bug exhibits. When my contract 
ended it was time to say goodbye to overwhelming 
heat, sand and bugs and onto more adventures.

So hello Canada and welcome to Ottawa.  I went from 
being a Federal Government researcher (no Googling), 
an administrator in the Royal Mint (no free money) to 
being an executive assistant in the Defence Division of 
the British Government, and left with enough stories for 
a book.  Fast forward to being a corporate secretary for 
a multinational company in Vancouver and then back 
to Ontario. Definitely a varied career path, but I’m now 
retired and living the life in Swan Lake Village.  

Live, love and laugh.
A. Nonymous. c 
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It was in the time of the Beatles and the Beach Boys. 
Times were good. We fraternity brothers always 

had fun. Some of us enjoyed the game of bridge, 
usually at 1/10 of a cent a point, not excessive, but it 
kept the riff raff out.  

So, one night we had a game going between two 
teams of serious contenders. I was playing North, 
my friend Jim was South.  

But suddenly something caught my attention, 
even in the middle of a game, something that said 
“heads up.”  One of the kibitzers had set up a deck 
to deliver each player thirteen cards of the same 
suit. We snickered as Al slipped this deck into the 
unsuspecting hands of the dealer. And, the fateful 
cards were delivered.  Each player received thirteen 
cards of the same suit. I got the spades.  

So we all laughed, recognizing a scam when we 
saw one. All but Jim. Jim was all eyes agog.  He 
thought he had the mother lode. Right away, Al 
stopped our laughing saying, “Jim doesn’t get it.  He 
thinks it’s real.” 

So the game went on.  
I had a hand consisting of thirteen spades, ace 

to deuce.  I opened two spades. You see, I knew it 
was a scam. Jim was next. He was absolutely beside 
himself, couldn’t contain his elation as he virtually 
shouted out, “Seven diamonds.” And sat back to 
receive the glory he so well deserved.  

In the silence, the next player bid “Seven hearts.”  
Jim leapt to his feet and cried out, “You bastard, 
you just did that so that I couldn’t bid my perfect 
hand.” And he threw down his hand showing the 
thirteen diamonds.  

As more silence bore down, I quietly said, “Seven 
Spades.” Then, only then, Jim got it. He realized that 
he had been scammed, as the rest of us convulsed 
in laughter.  

Jim is now forever known as Seven Diamonds 
Reynolds. c

Many people enjoy playing games such as 
mahjongg, bridge, canasta and euchre. 

There’s no doubt that these games are good for 
our brain health and social well-being.

Current research indicates that an important 
part of brain health also includes playing unfamiliar 
games. When we play a new game, our brains are 
challenged and activated to make new connections 
between nerve cells. This in turn may actually 
generate new cells—all good news. 

Wordle is a new game that many people are 
enjoying. It’s a daily word game where you can 
have six tries at guessing a five-letter word. It can 
be played only once every 24 hours, so you won’t 
spend hours sitting. It’s fun, brief, challenging 
and free. You can find it at nytimes.com/games/
wordle.

Quordle is similar to Wordle but challenges play-
ers to solve four different word puzzles using nine 
guesses. Again, words are of five letters and the 
game can be played once every 24 hours. This game 
is also free. You can find Quordle at quordle.com.

Nerdle is a daily numbers game for fans of 
mathematics. Equations are solved every 24 hours 
using the numbers 0 to 9 and four operations;   
addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. 
This game is challenging and fun too. You can find 
Nerdle at nerdlegame.com.

The beauty of all these games is that they do 
not require hours of sitting. That leaves enough 
time to look after body health too. Enjoy! c

A true story by Reg Jordan by Val Taylor
The Bridge Scam What’s in a Game?

Wordle Quordle

Nerdle
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“Who are the people in your neighbourhood?” 
sang Kermit of Sesame Street fame. Of the nearly 
one thousand people living in Swan Lake Village, 
how many have you met? In my six years of 
residence in the village, almost daily on my walks I 
meet new people.  

Ann and Grant Armstrong have lived here 
for about 10 years. My husband Paul and I knew 
them in the 1980s when we lived in the same 
Scarborough neighbourhood.

Ann used to babysit our girls, and oh what a 
godsend she was! I could peacefully go off to teach 
my high school students, knowing my children 
were happy in the Armstrong home just two doors 
away. Ann became an elementary school teacher 
herself. Her students would have been fortunate to 
have such a caring person as their guide.  

Grant was also the kind of neighbour with the 
right tools, the right talents and the generous spirit 
to lend a hand to anyone who needed it. This 
feature is about Grant, the auto technician who 
worked many years in the automotive business in 
Scarborough. You know, the honest dependable car 
mechanic whom everyone would love to count on.  

His specialty over the years was building 
transmissions. His interests took him to a love of 
custom cars, which became his passion in retire-
ment. Grant doesn’t just look at old car magazines 
or go to car shows. He builds custom cars from 
the ground up. Astonishing! Right now, Grant has a 
1932 Ford roadster and a 1937 three-window Ford 
coupe in his one car garage. How can that be, you 
ask.  It is accomplished by means of a hoist to stack 
the two cars like a sandwich.  

You mean there are kits for building cars? Grant 
prefers not to call them kits because that makes them 
sound like a Lego set or a Meccano construct.  He may 
buy the body and/or chassis and then literally build all 
the other parts such as the engine and suspension.

by Jean Howard    
Introducing Grant Armstrong

 Grant claims he started 
taking things apart when he 
was a kid and took his first 
auto mechanics course in 
high school. A lifetime later and now in 
retirement, there is little that Grant does not know 
about automobiles.

Unless you sell it, Grant says, you are never 
finished with your custom car. There are always 
new ideas emerging.

Both his cars have been 
in auto shows and have 
won awards. He has taken 
them as far as North 
Carolina’s Speedway.

What is the reward of 
having such a hobby? The 
challenge, the satisfac-
tion, the pure enjoyment of 
building! Grant is a skilled 
artist whose engineering 
expertise to create, modify 

and enhance is open-ended. The progress in 
making a style statement or in improving a car’s 
performance provides a rush of adrenaline.

Building a custom car is not a job for someone 
with little patience.  Nothing is accomplished in one 
giant step, but in a lifetime of small steps which 
moves one forward towards reaching a goal. Grant 
demonstrates the qualities of a hard-working man 
who has realistic goals and the ability to pace him-
self in order to soak in the joy of a job well done.  
Look for him driving around the village or maybe 
pursuing his other hobby at the billiard tables. 

Great to introduce you, Grant! c



Words: gay, good-humoured, merriment, open-heartedness, 
recollections, gaily, joyous, brightly, merry, happy

Words: waiting, last, time, 
Sun, fear, help, kindness, 
shadows, confusion, 
moving

Words: sound, rain, bed, sigh, coffee, morning, perfect, sleep, 
covers, darkness
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The Great Poetry Challenge

The Challenge

Residents responded with creativity and enthusiasm. 
Here is a selection of the responses.

Waiting
Fear the last time
Troubles are moving
Faster with each day
Sun shines its warmth
Kindness envelopes
The World
Confusion in the shadows
We are waiting
To be saved
Help!
We are waiting
To be saved.

Book: Klara and the Sun 
by Kazuo Ishiguro

Last Time
by Gail Oikawa

Inspired by the bravery of 
the Ukrainian people.

Darkness reluctantly surrenders to morning light
Rain splatters against misted windows
A perfect day to stay in bed
A perfect day under warm covers
A perfect day to drift, to dream
A perfect day to mend
But the Siren’s lure of coffee stirs me
Rich, dark, aromatic coffee
I sigh, search for robe and slippers and heed the Siren’s call
A new day

Book: A Gentleman in Moscow by Amore Towles

Morning
Submitted by Peter and Patty Kruka

What blissful words right now jumped out
and made me want to stand and shout!
Life should be about good-humoured 
merriment and joyous recollections.
We should brightly, gaily and with 
open-heartedness,
enjoy our many celebrations
Let’s cherish all that we love and be happy, 
merry and gay!

Book: Pickwick Papers by Charles Dickens

What the Dickens?
by Gaye Murray

1. Take any book   2. Open it randomly to any page   3. Choose any ten words 
you see on that page   4. List the chosen words and the name of the book   
5. Write a poem using as many of the ten words as possible.



Words: absence, exploring, 
tumbled, transformed, naive, 
secrets, imagine, shaken, 
longing, real

Words: fish, leave, prehistoric, thousand, Indigenous, really, owe, 
people, completely, chase

Words: the, phone call, never, came, stayed
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A Mystery
by Viola Athaide

Exploring winter’s bleak 
landscape
I tumbled upon
secrets silently sitting
on the edge
of frozen water.

Inching forward
I imagine 
puzzled people
shaken by their discovery
of something so foreign
to a work-a-day world.

In the absence
of human contact
I wait, breath abated
longing for
the kiss of sunshine
to warm the dying embers
of my body.

Naive me
in search for the real
midst scattered debris,
while a siren screams by
piercing my thoughts
waking me
to a awareness
of life,
a question on
the threshold of today,
  — And I am transformed!

Book: Fugitive Pieces 
by Anne Michaels

The Phone call never came ...
and we stayed near the Phone all day.
It wasn’t as if it had never happened before
We just expected the call, couldn’t ask for more.
The hands of the clock dictated time so intense
It gave no excuse for not calling, it held no defense.
You know the feeling, irritation, aggravation, itchy skin,
It’s just plain awful, especially if it’s about your kin.
Can’t concentrate, can’t read, no TV, no appetite
Now we’ve moved from morning, to noon, to night.
You think of other times. Imagine how they turned out. 
You try to compare, but still rattle through doubt.
How do you quell the queasy panic that tightens your gut
Headaches, worries, tension and your eyes open wide but shut?
Our hands are clammy, conversation non-existent
Pacing, tapping fingers, sighing, crying, the scare is persistent.
When life is beyond control and it’s ripping out your spleen
There’s a savage fear that grips you—you know what I mean.
Too many bathroom jaunts add to the miserable strife
Can this really be about the worst thing  ……
Ring^^^^^^

Book: Robert MacLean’s mother’s diary

We the Indigenous kept up the chase
Of prehist’ry beasts who gave to us life.
A thousand years in the blink of an eye
The People endured because of the game
A gift from Providers down from the sky.
But now it is past, the beasts are no longer
The fish and fowl have all gone asunder.
Why? We all ask Did this tribe come over.
To leave us with nothing, the waters in plunder.
Where all was sublime now look over yonder
Trees lying dead, slain by the Others
Who poisoned the river and killed all the otter.
A thousand years in the blink of an eye
But no more for us. The future is gone
Nowhere to go, No more a home.

Book: State of Terror, by Hilary Rodham Clinton and Louise Penny

The Phone Call
by Robert MacLean

We the Indigenous
by Reg Jordan



Attribution: These notes are a compilation of 
LCBO notes, Vivino app, and Wine Align, an annual 
subscription, focussing on wines that are available to 
Canadians. All the wines listed below are in the LCBO 
system, but not necessarily at the Bur Oak outlet. You 
may have seen that the LCBO will order the bottles 
and deliver them to our local store.

I have recently talked to a connoisseur of Burgundian 
wines, as he has returned from a six year assignment in 
France with wines from his favourite region. Of course, 
at the end of his sojourn in Paris, his company shipped 
back all his effects, which he understood to mean, 
“Why not all my favourite bottles and barrels?” This 
has allowed him to avoid vin de table that we peasants 
drink on non-guest days in Swan Lake. 

A quick look at his favourite vinter is Louis Jadot, wines 
that range from  Domaine Louis Jadot Clos Saint- 
Denis Grand Cru 2016 Pinot Noir $1,035.00 to a reason-
ably-priced Louis Jadot Bourgogne Pinot Noir 750 mL 
#162073 $26.95. Founded in 1859, they have 528 acres 
in France, and although they are considered one of the 
premium wine operations, surprisingly they have a new 
venture in Oregon entitled Resonance Wines.

Some reasonably-priced:  Louis Jadot Bourgogne 
Pinot Noir, $26.95 #162703, 3 comments are all 5.0, 
“paired withal and garlic pasta primavera” Louis Jadot 
Chardonnay Macon-Villages $20.95 #164145, “my 
absolute favourite, great with cheese fondue.”

Burgundy’s production is Pinot Noir for Bourgogne 
Rouge and Chardonnay for Bourgogne Blanc. You may 
have heard of the five regions in Burgundy—Chablis, 
Côte de Nuits, Côte de Beaune, Côte Chalonnaise and 
finally Mâconnais.     

Chablis is the growing region located furthest north and 
is geographically set apart from the rest of Burgundy. 
The river Serein (Serene) flows through the area, 
moderating the climate, and the grapes have been 
grown here since the Cistercian monks first started the 
vineyards in the 12th century. Its location and climate, 
with harsh cold winters, spring frost, and hot summers 
makes it sound like Niagara or Prince Edward County.

Domaine Chevallier Chablis 2007, Pinot Noir, $16.50 93 
points from Wine Align

Côte de Nuits, famous for Pinot Noir is home to 
24 Grand Cru vineyards and some of the world’s most 
expensive vineyards. Eighty percent of the wines 
produced here are Pinot Noir.  (A Grand Cru vineyard 
refers to the quality of a particular vineyard and the 
terroir (soil and land) in which the grapes grow.)

Nuiton-Beaunoy Bourgogne Pinot Noir 2018 LCBO 
#556456 $17.95, 90 pts

Côte de Beaune, known for rich Chardonnay. I’ll save 
comments for another column.

Côte Chalonnaise is  great for value Pinot Noir. Here 
there are no Grand Cru vineyards. The Dukes of 
Burgundy were centered in Dijon and liked to keep 
their holdings close to home. They considered these 
areas to the south to be more rural and for the 
peasants. What a shame, they really missed out on 
some superb wines!.

Bouchard AF Heritage Du Conseiller Pinot Noir 
Vdfrance 750 mL #582775 $14.45

The Mâconnais district is located in the south of the 
Burgundy wine west of the Saône river. It takes its 
name from the town of Mâcon.

Camille Cayran Le Chêne Noir Côtes
du Rhône-Villages 2019 a blend of
Grenache/Syrah/Carignan 750 mL
#10006 $16.95

If you have a favourite
wine, a bargain
value, a wine for a
celebration, red or
white, email me at
pjacb15m@mac.com
or call 905 471 1103. 

Enjoy!

Tips on Sips
by Paul M. Howard
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by Reg Jordan

I am blessed with one particular trait. Unfortu-
nately, it is neither a noble nor a particularly 

revered characteristic.  
Dogs like me.  
Their first reaction on meeting me is ever 

the same. Licking, touching, leaning. Of course 
my reaction: I love them too. Let me introduce 
some of them. I must first admit I have a short- 
coming—I am just guessing at the breed of my 
canine friends.

I walk almost every day, and at first I met the 
more friendly dogs by accident.  But I found the 
experience of getting to know several different 
dogs so entertaining that I began to plan my 
walks with a view to meeting even more of these 
animals.  

I had a simple plan. First, to carry doggie 
biscuits with me to offer to my friends when 
we met. Second, to stop and rest a while in the 
same two spots, the park bench by The Beaches 
and a large rock further on. As it turned out, an 
ingenious plan.  It is always a great treat for me 
to see one of my friends dragging their owner 
over to where I sit.  

One of the first of my friends was a recent 
arrival in the neighbourhood, Ginny, a beautiful 
ginger-coloured retriever.  Shortly after their 
arrival, her owner, Noel, took her for a walk. And 
on the very first day we met, Ginny snuggled 
right up tight to me.  (Note: this was before my 
most excellent plan was conceived.) 

Ginny, as it turns out, became a cookie monster, 
always rushing to me on sight. Indeed, I learned 
to grab my wine glass up and away from the 
patio table in fear that she would knock it over 
and destroy a good glass of Sauvignon blanc.  

Sydney, a few-doors-away neighbour, was 
smart enough to figure out where I lived and 
didn’t wait for me to deliver the cookies. She 
trotted right up to my door and ambushed me.

Martha, our newest neighbour, likes the 
petting and will accept a treat, but is not really 
all that excited about it. 

There is a dog couple who have become good 
friends, Sissy and Bama (named after Alabama 
from whence he comes). Sissy, tiny but feisty, 

and not at all 
as her name 
suggests, is the 
fastest dog in 
the circuit. She 
is extremely 
adept at catch-
ing treats that 
are tossed, and 
can snap one 
off my hand in 
a blur of move-
ment. She once 
tried to get to me from the passenger seat of the 
car she was riding in.  She recognized me sitting 
on the park bench. Bama, on the other hand, 
disdains the biscuits.  

Dolly and Brandy are another pair of friends, 
only one of which likes the treats. Dolly is a 
beautiful white retriever and gives a hefty tug 
to her walker lady as she tries to get to my rock. 
Brandy only accepts a treat to be polite.

There are lots of other friends, too numer-
ous to name, but let me list just a few: Bonnie, 
a King Charles spaniel and biscuit lover; Lilli and 
Preston; and a very special friend, Magoo. If you 
want to see sheer joy, watch Magoo greeting me. 
Yes, he likes the cookies, but more than that, he 
delights in being petted and licking me. He is 
aggressively friendly, smart enough to find out 
where I keep my stash and gets his nose in there.  
He actually trembles with the excitement of 
seeing me. Unforgettable.

Special mention goes to same-street neigh-
bour, Imelda, who walked Charlie’s dog, Lilli, 
during Charlie’s illness. She continues this 
stellar service with Sydney, Shirley’s orphan. 
And a shout out to Ted and Val who took pity 
on me by providing a chair on which to perch, as 
opposed to the cold, cold rock in front of their 
place. Thanks.

When I wrote this, it was -16C outside, and 
unfortunately this long cold snap curtailed my 
walking, as well as that of my curly friends.  But I 
will enjoy  seeing them all again now that spring 
has come. c 

Gone to the Dogs

Martha ‘Harding’, 
one of Reg’s fans.

Photo by 
Don Fowler



MAY 2022  c  15

OUT AND ABOUT

Fortunately, Village Voices 
has now moved from on-line 
to largely in-person rehearsals. 
Under the leadership of Music 
Director, Shirley Madden, rehears-
als are held once a week on 
Wednesday evenings from 7:30 
to 9:30 pm.

On May 15, 2022, Village 
Voices will be holding its first 
concert since the pandemic began. Homeward 

Bound is a re-visioning of the 
concert originally planned for the 
spring of 2020. 

This concert is intended to take 
the audience on a journey through 
the stages of leaving home, whatever 
that may mean for different people. 
It begins with awakening to the 
realization that the time has come 
to move on, but also acknowledging 
the emotional trials, as well as the 
adventure, joys, promise of new 
beginnings and ultimately, an appre-
ciation of home. It is a positive and 
hopeful message for our times today 
as we emerge from this pandemic.

You are invited to attend this free concert 
presented by Village Voices Community Choir 
with Artistic Director Shirley Madden, accompanist 
Adolfo De Santis and special guests, Arco String 
Quartet, and jazz artist Beatrice Carpino. It will 
take place at 2:30 pm at St Andrew’s Presbyterian 
Church, 143 Main Street, Markham.

Swan Lake residents who have been part of 
Village Voices include Margaret Calver, Mary Carr 
and Vikki Cox. 

Currently, the choir is still mindful of capacity 
restrictions, therefore, if you would like to reserve 
tickets, please send a message to Sue Abe at 
s.abe0@icloud.com with your name and the 
number of tickets you would like. They will be ready for 
pickup at the church on the day of the concert. c

Village Voices Community Choir has served the 
Markham area since 1989. Pre-pandemic it was a 
non-auditioned SATB adult mixed voices choir of 
approximately 55 members, performing  two large 
concerts every year in December and May. It also 
performed smaller outreach concerts, including 
a couple at Swan Lake. Their repertoire includes 
works from a variety of Canadian and Inter- 
national composers, including Ola Gjeilo, Eleanor 
Daley, Elaine Hagenberg and Morten Lauridsen, as 
well as more traditional choral classics.

The  pandemic created a very difficult two 
years for choirs all over the world. Putting on their 
creative hats, the Village Voices tried waiting it 
out, a virtual Choral Skills Boot Camp, outdoor 
rehearsals, virtual Zoom rehearsals, and hybrid 
rehearsals. Like all musical groups, it found  the 
restrictions to be a challenge. 

A member of the choir, Margaret, was asked, 
“Why do you love singing with Village Voices?” 

“Village Voices is diverse in ages, ethnicity and 
talents,” she replied. “Village Voices is represen-
tative of the community in which we live. It’s a 
wonderful opportunity to participate in a musical 
experience that improves my quality of life and to 
enjoy the music we make together. Such a commu-
nity choir is accepting of everyone.”

Village Voices
by Judi McIntyre

Shirley Madden

For more information, please visit www.villagevoices.ca
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Back in Action!
It’s been a long time coming. We are once again able 
to enjoy the many activities, events and amenities 
available in our village.

Some activities are currently underway or getting 
started. There are new groups such as yoga 
and tai chi. Watch for eblasts as others begin, and 
check the Swan Lake Village website often for 
more information. 

Ladies’ Golf

Tennis Pickleball

by Maureen Bachetti

by Al Wallis by Brenda Eggett

18 Hole Mixed Golf
by Marilyn Fleming

Swan Lake Mixed Golf will take place at Upper 
Unionville Golf Course again this year, Mondays, May 16, 
June 20, July 18, August 22, September 19 have been 
booked. The cost is $65 including cart, plus taxes. Those 
who played last year will be contacted in early May. 
Other interested golfers should call Marilyn Fleming 
at 905 471 5090.  

Looking for an activity where you can meet like-minded 
women who wish to play a quick nine holes one 
morning a week?  We’re a friendly bunch, some 
better golfers than others, but all  out there for fun and 
friendship. We don’t take ourselves too seriously, but 
truly enjoy the game and the exercise. 

If you’re new to Swan Lake, please feel free to join us 
and bring a friend if you wish. We play at Spring Creek 
every Wednesday morning. Our tee times usually start 
at 8:30 am and all foursomes are done by 10:30.  

If interested, please call Lynda Skeoch at
905 294 6582 or Maureen Bachetti at 416 722 3791.

Welcome to all new and returning players. By the time 
you read this, hopefully the nets and screens will be up 
and courts ready for play. 

After two years of COVID protocols and Timify sign-
up procedure, the courts will be open for “show up 
and play” (no reservation required).

There are three courts on site, two at The Gardens, 
one at The Beaches. All residents can use all courts. 
(Residents’ guests are welcome to play with the 
resident once the  COVID protocol regarding guests 
is lifted.) Please wear proper court footwear.

Weekday usage of the courts is typically low. On 
weekends (particularly the mornings) it is noticeably 
busier, with players coming out individually looking 
for, and usually finding, a game. Playing time is limited 
to one hour if others are waiting to play. The honour 
system is in effect where there is no sign-up board.
Further court protocols and information will be posted 
as required.

In order to create a distribution list for emailing 
tennis information I would like to hear from all players, 
especially those joining in for the first time, with any 
questions or comments they may have. Please contact 
me at dblfault99@gmail.com.

Lets get out there, enjoy the game and have fun.

The 2022 pickleball season opened mid-April. We 
invite all residents to come out and enjoy this fast 
growing sport.

Pickleball is played on the three courts located at 
The Greens. We started the season mid April, with 
informal drop-in sessions at 9:30 am on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday. These hours and days will 
be expanded as the weather improves.

Pickleball is played with a paddle and plastic ball, 
and contains elements of tennis, badminton and 
ping pong. We play doubles pickleball on a court 
that is smaller than a tennis court, making the sport 
suitable for all skill levels.    

If you are new to the sport, we invite you to come 
and try it out. We have a few spare paddles you can 
use, and we will show you how to “dink” and teach 
you to “stay out of the kitchen.” Pickleball is a so-
ciable, easy-to-play sport, and a great way to get 
some outdoor exercise.

For more information, contact:
Sue Brown, brownn218@rogers.com, 416 417 1413 or 
Brenda Eggett, beggett@gmail.com, 289 554 1929.



by Jake Dorner
Billiard Club

by Bill Ferguson
Shuffleboard

Line Dancing

The Palette Club

The Garden Club

by Diane Sweeney

by Peter Anastasiades

by Peter Anastasiades

Come and join us on Thursday mornings from 11:00-12:00 at The Swan Club.
A variety of genres of dance are covered, including Latin, waltz, tango, 

country, and more. This class is suitable for beginners with easy-to-follow  
steps. We would love to have you join the fun.

For more information contact Diane Sweeney,
deesweeney78@gmail.com, 905 472 6612. 

We have been meeting in The Gardens as restric-
tions permitted throughout the pandemic. We will be 
reverting to our old schedule in The Swan Club down-
stairs, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:00 am until noon, 
following restrictions in place at the time.

 I am sure there will be room for new members. 
Here are some facts about the club: 

•    There are no fees, although at times an instructor 
may be invited for which a fee might be required. 

•    Media include watercolours, water based oils and 
acrylics. We are a self help, supportive group in 
which even beginners will feel at home.

•   Members provide their own materials. 
•    The club has presented an exhibition and sale 

every two years in The Swan Club and at the 
McKay Art Centre in Unionville .

If you would like to join us or if you have 
questions please contact Peter Anastasiades at 
anastasiades7@icloud.com (Thursday group) or Jim 
Lyle at keltic@rogers.com  (Tuesday group). For two years the pandemic changed the very life 

of this community. Social events stopped. Clubs 
ceased to exist. New residents weren’t welcomed as 
they once were. The Garden Club, which was initiat-
ing a membership drive, faced the same challenges 
as  other clubs. However, a group of gardeners was 
able to maintain The Legacy Peace Garden, The 
Swan Club urn and the Vimy oak. A special thanks 
is due to Norm Crone, and Jo-Ann and David Blinn, 
without whose help none of this would have been 
possible.

Spring is here and with it the hope for better 
things to come. The club is in need of new mem-
bers who enjoy the physical activities of gardening 
and learning about horticulture. It is through these 
activities that we hope to meet our prime aim to 
enhance the appearance of our community. 

The Garden Club also hosts some special events 
with guest speakers and  our village garden tour.

   If you are interested in joining (there is no fee) 
please email me at anastasiades7@icloud.com. An 
organizational meeting will be set up.

Come and join us Monday through Friday from 1:00 pm 
to 5:00 pm in The Swan Club.

A core of players managed to deal with the restric-
tion on capacity, the cleaning and disinfecting of cues 
and balls, and the tedious booking through TIMIFY. Now 
that restrictions have been lifted and booking through 
TIMIFY is no longer needed, we look forward to seeing 
many of our regulars again and welcoming new players.

We invite all new residents who would like to 
rekindle their youthful memories spent in smoky 
billiard halls. You will find that the game never really 
leaves you. It just needs to be reawakened.

Contact: Jake Dorner, jdornerC598@rogers.com

Spring has inspired several residents to contact 
me regarding the startup of shuffleboard. I inspected 
the courts after the snow had melted and was disap-
pointed. The concrete slabs have deteriorated and 
shifted, making the courts less playable than they 
were before COVID.  

The good news is that VAC has the refurbishment 
of the courts on their agenda and are in the process 
of obtaining solutions and prices to make the courts 
playable once again. As I write this, we are not at the 
point where we can promise a start date, but we are 
working on it. 

 Shuffleboard has always been very popular with 
Swanlakers. Often more than 20 individuals arrive to 
play. Please keep up the interest. We hope to have 
more news to share in the future. 
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by Ruth Bessant

by Joan Redmond

by Bill Ferguson

Butterfly Garden

Bocce

Horseshoes

For those of you who have not yet discovered our 
glorious Swan Lake Butterfly Gardens, please drop by 
the gazebo in the open area between Belle Terre Way 
and Louisbourg Way.

We form part of the David Suzuki Foundation’s 
Butterfly Way, providing a safe haven for monarch 
butterflies, an endangered species, along with many 
other beauties as well.

If you would like to volunteer to help out with 
watering or occasional weeding and cleanup, please 
call or email me, ruthbessant@gmail.com. We would 
love to have you join our team. 

The butterflies need you!

We are back at the tables Monday afternoons at The 
Greens clubhouse, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm. New players 
are encouraged and welcomed. 

A sign up book is at the entrance of The Greens. 
Please sign up each week by the previous Friday so 
that tables can be organized over the weekend.

For more information contact Norm Foran, 
905 201 0884, marart1650@gmail.com.

Join us for a friendly game of bridge every Wednesday 
afternoon, from 1:00-3:00 pm at The Gardens. 

Please sign up each week when you wish to 
participate. The Casual Bridge signup book is located 
in The Swan Club office.

For more information please contact Jane Moonie, 
905 201 7331.

The Swan Lake Duplicate Bridge Club has resumed 
playing at The Swan Club every Wednesday at 
7:00 pm. Partners should sign up two days prior to 
the game. The duplicate bridge signup book is in the 
office of The Swan Club. 

For further information contact Marilyn Patterson 
at 905 472 5235.

We look forward to welcoming new participants.

We are on again every Tuesday at 1:00 to 4:00 pm. 
The key to the bid euchre locker at The Swan Club 

still worked. I reached through the cobwebs to find 
out if the Kings and Queens were still in their cases or 
consorting with the Jacks and making Aces of them-
selves. COVID shut things down so suddenly even 
a full bottle of wine from our last buffet party was 
aging for us. 

The good news is that our player contact list has 
grown from 44 to almost 70 players eager to join a part-
ner to win tricks. Contact Lorraine MacLean if you’d like 
to join or even learn. It’s all really about meeting others 
in our community and enjoying an afternoon outing. 

Contact Lorraine at lorrmaclean@rogers.com, 
905 472 2030.

Horseshoes got underway as soon as the ground was 
dry. There are two horseshoe pitching courts located 
behind the administration building on Augusta Drive 
Way, along with chairs, a picnic table, 10 pairs of horse-
shoes (two pairs are competition seniors weight which 
is a little lighter), scoreboards and a storage shed. All 
we need is you!

Bill Ferguson and Pat Redmond are the organizers. 
Please contact us to join in. We’d love to hear from you.
Bill Ferguson, 905 472 8937
Pat Redmond, 905 294 9389

by Norm Foran

by Jane Moonie

by Vida Bridgeman

by Lorraine MacLean

Monday Bridge

Casual Bridge

Duplicate Bridge

Bid Euchre

Come and join us for a fun time at The Gardens club-
house on Saturday mornings at 10:00 am, from June to 
September. The starting date will be Saturday June 4.

No experience is necessary. Just come and enjoy 
the friendship of other players.

We are anxious to see familiar  faces and will 
love to see some new ones too. Contact Joan at 
905 294 9389 or jmredmond404@gmail.com
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Mahjong

Travel Club

Aquafit

by Lynda Cohen
by Madeleine Nevins, Chair

by Jo-Anne Blinn

by Pat Jones

The Village Club

Your committee has been meeting to make plans 
for the opening of our new Village Club. We hope to 
follow the same schedule as we previously had for the 
Probus Club, with a few minor changes.

Monthly Meeting Highlights
You will be welcomed by the committee and then have 
time to socialize with neighbours. As soon as we are 
able to obtain permission to offer food, Amica has 
agreed to provide us with tempting goodies to nibble 
on. An hour-long presentation by an engaging speaker 
will follow.

Registration for 2022–23
To ensure the safety of all, every registrant will be 
required to show proof of vaccination. Registration 
will take place in August for our September opening. 
We will email the registration form to enable you to fill 
it out and bring it to the registration sign-up. Extra 
copies will be available at sign-up. The initial annual 
fee will be $40. This will provide each Village Club 
member with a name tag, the opportunity to hear 
inspiring and educational speakers, tea and coffee at 
each meeting and socials twice a year when feasible, 
based on provincial health regulations.

Your input
We will send out a survey to gauge your prefer-
ences regarding our program. If you have any 
suggestions for speakers, please contact Diane 
Sweeney. We are also looking for someone to 
design a logo for the club. All submissions should 
be sent to Madeleine Nevins by May 15. The final 
choice will be made by the committee.

Where else can you get all of this and free parking 
at one low price? We look forward to seeing you in 
the fall.

We have been teaching and playing Mahj at The Swan 
Club since it opened and at The Greens before.

Please join us from 8:30 am until noon Monday 
mornings.

If you would like to learn the game, we will be happy 
to teach you. 

For the time being, we are not able to serve coffee 
and cookies, but when that door opens we will provide 
refreshments.

Give Pat Woods, 905 294 1802 or Lynda Cohen, 
905 294 1822 a call if you have questions. We look 
forward to seeing our dear friends again.

The start of the season was a trip to Stratford to see 
Chicago. Tickets were sold out within two days.

On Wednesday, June 22, 2022, we’ll head to the 
Grand River for a three-hour long luncheon cruise 
between Caledonia and Brantford featuring a live 
music show, a three course lunch, and informative 
commentary. Once docked, there will be time to shop 
and browse in the bakery and craft shop. The cost of 
this trip is $149.

On Tuesday, September 13, 2022 we’re off to Niagara 
on-the-Lake to see the Shaw Festival’s Damn Yankees 
and enjoy lunch at the Prince of Wales Hotel. This trip 
will cost $166.

Sign-up sheets will be in The Swan Club office 
approximately two months prior to each trip. Check 
the village website for information.

Barb Butterfield and I thank you for your support 
and interest in the trips we plan for you.

Aquafit classes are being conducted from 8:00 to 
10:15 Monday to Friday mornings. Most of the classes 
are free. Only those taught by a certified aquafit  
instructor involve a fee. There is currently a need for 
additional aquafit leaders. Residents interested in  
joining the waitlist for any classes should contact 
Pat at ptjones@rogers.com
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Remembering
Shirley Townson formerly of 
25 Christina Falls Way

Muriel Tammela formerly of 
55 The Boardwalk Way

Ajmal (A.J.) Andani, 6 Warnock Green Way

Gordon Hemms, 15 Christina Falls Way

Lynn Howe, 11 Wave Hill Way

Ara Markossian, 6 Augusta Drive Way
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Were you aware that SLV residents have not 
one, but six libraries? The libraries have grown 

from the first one established in the basement of 
The Beaches in 1999. Thanks to the work of expe-
rienced and dedicated residents, a better location 
had to be found for the growing collection. 

The central library is in The Swan Club with one 
entire room dedicated to fiction. The book shelves 
in the card room are exclusively for non-fiction.  Due 
to our space limitations, the non-fiction books are 
primarily current autobiographies, biographies and 
documentaries.  

The Greens library is in the lounge and available 
when the main room is not being used for a village 
activity. Due to space limitations, only hardcover 
and paperback fiction are there, but they are as 
current and popular as those in The Swan Club.

Each of The Boardwalk buildings has its own 
up-to-date, but space-restricted library. Boardwalk 
residents are always welcome at The Swan Club and 
The Greens libraries.

Accessing the books is easy. The Swan Club and 
The Greens are open 7:00 am to 6:00 pm every day 
in the village.  You will need your fob to open The 
Swan Club entrance door. The Boardwalk libraries 
are open only to the residents of each of those 
buildings. Every one of the libraries operates on the 
honour system. No signouts! No tracking!  Simply 
choose your books, take them home, read them 
at your leisure, and bring them back to the most 
convenient library. The Swan Club and The Greens 
have a returns bin, clearly marked. Just place the 
books there and they will be properly processed 
and shelved by our volunteers. 

How does all this happen?  First, it is the residents 
who provide the books, following the Donation 
Information posted. The only books we buy are 
large print, “gently used” by public libraries.  We 
have a substantial large print selection in The Swan 
Club by popular authors.

The pandemic provided an unexpected source 
of current and best seller books for our libraries.  
Our village, and the public libraries were closed. 
E-books were not always easy to get (or popular 
with our seniors) so our resident readers bought the 
books online or in the box stores. Our libraries have 
received almost 500 new donations after the own-
ers had read them. They all have been processed, 
shelved and shared among the six libraries.

Who does all this? Our 12 library volunteers! 

The volunteers follow a system of processing and 
labelling the donations and returns. Due to concerns 
regarding space, we keep the collection current. If 
a reader has a question about a particular author or 
title, please contact us. The only recording we do is 
to place a small dot on the inside label when a book 
comes back, indicating how many residents have 
read that book. That helps us assess the most pop-
ular books for replacement or duplication. We try 
to keep books together that are written in a series. 
One of our residents recently donated a complete 
set of Louise Penny mysteries. Thank you Glen.

As a special task, years ago The Swan Club library 
volunteers recorded every item that came back to 
our returns box. There were in excess of 5,300 items 
borrowed that year.

The Swan Club library also has a complete set 
of Lakeview magazines kept in binders labelled by 
year, that all residents are encouraged to peruse 
while in the library. The Swan Lake Village Archive 
display case is maintained by the active Archives 
Committee with relevant display boards showing 
the origin of the Swan Lake property.

Thank you to Phyllis Evans who volunteered as 
a supervisor during the very limited library access 
during pandemic restrictions; to the greeters who 
monitored the club access; and to Gema Guitierrez 
who faithfully cleaned and sanitized all the books in 
the two main libraries, keeping The Swan Club and 
The Greens COVID-free for us.  

Bev Stewart and Adriana Visintin, Co-Chairs of 
the VAC Library Committee.

bev.stewart@rogers.com    avisintin@rogers.com c

When the World Calls War!
by David Goldshaw

It happened, It came
The Loss, the Shame.
Fragments of Bodies scattered the Earth
Think again somebody, there is no Mirth
When the World calls War.
 
To the People the door is open No More.
It stands firm and bolted
With a button pressed, lifespan halted.
There is no Mushroom
It’s a Toadstool I’m sure
It’s Poison released, when the world calls WAR

Our Libraries are Ready for You



Vida’s Little Book
by Linda Atkinson

Vida Bridgeman, resident of Swan Lake Village since 
2001, has presented copies of her memoir—one to 
Swan Lake Village Archives and one to the library. 

Vida’s original intention in publishing the book 
was to provide for her family a lasting memento. 
With the assistance of Nancy Susko, whose com-
pany produces Lakeview, Vida organized 20 years 
of her Lakeview articles and photos into almost 200 
pages. The book, also containing a few personal 
family photos and dotted with some of her favourite 
quotations, is entitled Vida’s Little Book. We thank 
you, Vida, for sharing treasured memories in such a 
delightful, thoughtful way, and for your continued 
service on the Lakeview Board.

A story about Vida appeared in the April 2021 
issue of Lakeview. A copy of her book is available 
for residents to peruse in a white binder on the 
shelf in The Swan Club library alongside back 
copies of Lakeview magazine.

Clarice Henschel, Vida Bridgeman, Brian Slater, Adriana Visintin
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Author Book Title Genre
Baldacci, D. Daylight Mystery
Barclay, L. Elevator Pitch Suspense
Bourne, S. The Plot Against the President Thriller
Clinton, B and Patterson, J. The President’s Daughter Thriller
Cummins, J. American Dirt Novel
Cussler, C. Celtic Adventure Adventure
Edugyan, E. Washington Black Historical Fiction and Fantasy
Fein, L. Daughter of the Reich Historical Fiction and Romance
Fields, J. Atomic Love Historical Fiction and Romance
Flynn, V. Total Power Thriller
Hannah, K. The Four Winds Historical fiction
Johansen, I. Chaos Thriller
Kix, P. The Saboteur History (non fiction)
Martin, M. The Last Bookshop in London Intrigue
Obama, M. Becoming Memoir (non fiction)
Penny, L. The Madness of Crowds Mystery
Quinn. K.  The Rose Code Intrigue and Historical Fiction

compiled by Phyllis Evans
Recent Donations to the Swan Lake Library



A Stagnant Pond that Needs Circulation
Swan Lake is not connected to any natural flowing 
streams that help bring new oxygen into the lake. Swan 
Lake is in essence a stagnant pond. We continue to press 
the city to find ways to improve oxygen levels. Higher 
oxygen levels will be beneficial to restoring aquatic life 
within the lake, which in turn is helpful to the land-based 
wildlife and to Markham as a whole. But higher oxygen 
levels also help reduce the amount of phosphorus drawn 
from the sediments at the bottom of the lake and there-
fore reduce algae and the future dependency on more 
chemical treatments. Everything is interdependent. 

The city continues to reject our efforts to find ways to 
increase oxygen levels within the lake by recycling water 
through the North Channel. We have been encouraged 
by water quality specialists to pursue this approach and 
it remains one of our primary areas of focus.

Ending Swan Lake’s Role as a Stormwater Pond
The one perpetual challenge is keeping road salt out 
of Swan Lake. The water is no longer categorized as 
fresh water. The chloride levels are well above levels 
that are viewed as harmful to small aquatic life that 
consume algae. We are killing off nature’s way of 
controlling algae.

We contacted local research institutions and have 
asked Markham to finance two projects to help improve 
the water quality in Swan Lake. One project by Fleming 
College professionals will investigate the use of chemi-
cals to help improve oxygen levels. The other project 
by York University researchers will investigate ways to 
remove the chloride already in the lake.

Designating Swan Lake Park as Natural Heritage Network
Most importantly we are asking the city to designate 
Swan Lake Park as a component of Markham’s Natural 
Heritage Network. This will recognize the park as an 
environmentally sensitive area, comparable to Toogood 
Pond and Milne Park. While Swan Lake is not considered 
a part of the Rouge River watershed it is an influential 
element connected to the local aquifer and an ecologi-
cally important area for birds and other species.

We remain focused on pursuing three core changes:
1)   Having Swan Lake Park designated as a significant 

component of the Natural Heritage Network and 
provided with the associated environmental protection

2)  Ending Swan Lake’s role as a stormwater pond
3)  Supporting greater human interaction in Swan Lake.

 And we hope to have all of this done before our 
25th anniversary! c
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As we celebrate 25 years of Swan Lake Village, we must 
recognize that Swan Lake Park, as we know it today, has 
also been around for about 25 years.

Swan Lake is much older. It started as a gravel quarry 
in the 1850’s. When quarry operations ended in the late 
1960s, it filled with water and became the local skating 
and fishing pond for several decades before being 
converted into Swan Lake Park.

Friends of Swan Lake Park, founded only three years 
ago, is driven by a goal to have the City of Markham 
address the deteriorating conditions and to restore 
both Swan Lake and Swan Lake Park.

Reparations in Swan Lake Park
Fortunately, Markham has responded well and immedi-
ately addressed several issues related to accessibility for 
those with mobility challenges by repairing park path-
ways and adding new sidewalks around the traffic circle. 
Markham moved quickly to address some of the invasive 
plant species identified by our volunteers, and initiated 
the planting of pollinator flowers near the windmill.

One of the major changes to come was unveiled in 
April—a redesign of the shoreline area to remove some 
of the high reeds around the south and east side of the 
lake to reopen viewing of the lake while creating barriers 
to reduce the attractiveness of the area for nesting by 
Canada geese.

We continue to press Markham to improve the habitat 
within the park area and to install a new viewing deck 
area on the Williamson Street side of the lake. 

Restoration of Swan Lake
Restoring Swan Lake is a much bigger and more expensive 
undertaking. Fortunately, we were successful in getting 
the city to adopt a more aggressive and timely chemical 
treatment program to reduce the algae that gives the lake 
its dark green colour and the bacteria that is harmful to 
humans and deadly for small animals. A treatment was 
applied in 2021 and another is scheduled for 2024.

Unfortunately, the program adopted by the city falls far 
short of restoring the water quality in Swan Lake, primar-
ily because it is only focused on reducing the excessive 
amount of phosphorus in the lake.The city policy also sets 
out a “no contact” restriction on use of the lake, meaning 
no canoeing, kayaking or ice skating. Fishing and a 
fountain will be restored once water quality improves.

We believe success is tied to addressing two other 
critical challenges facing Swan Lake—low oxygen 
levels and excessive chloride from road salt. The 
current plan places little emphasis on addressing 
these two critical areas. 

by Fred Peters
Celebrating 25 Years of Swan Lake Park
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by Val Taylor and Bill Dewberry

Many of you may have met Bill Dewberry in 
his capacity as a second-year member of 

the 1217 Board of Directors. Bill works with resi-
dents on their deck and window needs as well 
as on a range of other responsibilities. He has 
stick-handled many requests, queries and sug-
gestions during the past two very challenging 
years. We wish Bill lots of time this year to enjoy 
his hobby as a model train enthusiast.

MY MODEL TRAIN LAYOUT
ALL ABOARD!

I grew up in Belleville, Ontario. At that time, 
Belleville was an important stop for trains dur-
ing the steam locomotive era right up until the 
70s. On my childhood street alone there were 
engineers, firemen, conductors, maintenance 
personnel and office workers.

Several times I would be invited by an engineer 
to accompany him to the locomotive that he was 
to run to Toronto or Montreal. Often as not, the 
engine would be waiting at the coal loading dock 
(known locally as the coal shoots). Much to my 
mother’s chagrin, I would probably be wearing a 
white t-shirt. As expected, I would usually come 
home wearing a not-so-white t-shirt!

One time I had the privilege of starting an 
F-Seven diesel. A shut off quiet diesel was very 
rare and several railway men came to watch. At 
the time I would be around eight years old. The 
starter was inside at the back of the locomotive 
beside the big engine. I was instructed to turn 
on a switch similar to a wall light switch, push a 
large button, and slowly lift up a lever. Then the 
engine slowly began to start. Another time under 
the close watch of the engineer, I was allowed to 
bring a diesel from the yards to the head of the 
cars that were to be part of the train.

Trains have certain whistles that must be fol-
lowed. Often engineers would have their own 
“toots.” Wilfred Muir, a CNR engineer and neigh-
bour, would signal his wife with his own toot 
when he was approaching Belleville and Ethel 
would know that he would be home in about a 
half hour. Who needed a cell phone?

But I digress.
There are several recognized popular sizes 

of model train equipment—Z-1/220 of full size, 
N-1/160, HO-1/87 and O–1/48. The majority of 
the modelers have either N or HO equipment. To 
help illustrate the sizes: a Z scale layout could be 
built on a coffee table; an N scale layout could 
be built on a door and an HO scale layout could 
be built anywhere from 8x4 feet to a full base-
ment. The sky’s the limit! 

Model train equipment is no longer a toy. 
For example, a used HO box car with outdated 
couplings will sell for at least $10.00. New box 
cars (depending on the amount of detail) sell 
for $18 to $35. Locomotives range from $75 
to $350 for direct current (DC) with sound 
equipped. A brass locomotive retails for about 

Keeping Track of Bill



$1000. N scale costs about the same while 
0 scale is more expensive.   

Like many train enthusiasts I was given my first 
electric train for Christmas when I was about 
eight. It was a Lionel consisting of an engine, fuel 
tender, and three cars. I still have it on display in 
my train room. My father built a 4X8 table and 
connected a figure eight track pattern complete 
with a station, water tower and signals. Since 
then, I have changed to HO scale track, buildings 
and rolling stock.

My train room is 12X12 and I model HO scale 
equipment. I have about 100 pieces of rolling 
stock made up of tank cars, refrigeration cars, 

gondolas, box cars, crane and maintenance cars, 
cabooses, cattle cars, ore cars, as well as two 
steam engines and five diesel engines.

Currently the electrical setup to run the trains 
is DC (Direct Current). I can run one engine 
at a time.  However, I am working towards 
a DCC system (Digital Command Control) 

where I will be able to operate several trains 
simultaneously.

Buildings are mostly plastic from kits. I have 
customized some of them. All the buildings have 
been painted either by hand or by airbrushing 
them. A few are laser cut kits.

My train table is plywood covered by either 
foam sheets or homasote, a paper fibre material. 
The track size is laid on a cork roadbed. The 
scenery consists of cardboard strips covered 
with plaster cloth. The ground cover is made 
up of real dirt, various coloured foam particles 
and sand. The trees are both commercial and 
hand made. The switches are either manually or 
electrically controlled. The display is freelance 
in design displaying a mixture of rural, urban 
and industrial areas. 

This hobby requires some knowledge of 
electronics, wiring, soldering, small mechanical 
repairing, carpentry and scenery construction. It 
is a hobby that is never ending because it can 
always be changed and refined. It offers a place 
where I can relax, be creative and spend either 
a few minutes or a much longer time.

It is a hobby for all ages. There are train clubs 
in most communities, including Markham. c
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by Richard Pearce and Katharine Green

The Kuba Kingdom in Central Africa had one 
of the widest ranges of textiles in Africa. 

The kingdom, created in 1625, was renamed the 
Belgian Congo in the twentieth century, then 
Zaire (1971-1997) and is currently known as the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. Its wealth 
came from mining of copper and cobalt and it 
controlled the ivory and rubber trade.  Because 
of this wealth, it was able to commission textiles, 
basketry and sculpture from its artists. Principally 
important among its textiles were the Kuba 
cloths made by the Shoowa people.

The cloths became popular in the Western 
World in the early 1800s. At the apex of the 
kingdom, the squares were used as currency 
and were made from raffia palm leaves. Raffia 
squares are dyed using the clamp resist method. 
They are folded into cubes and clamped and 
dip-dyed. The black colour comes from black 
clay or charcoal, yellow from the morinda brim-
stone tree, white from kaolin clay, brown from 
mud, red from camwood and indigo blue from a 
stream which runs through the area.

Kuba cloths are known for their complexity 
of design and surface decoration and their 
production is shared by both men and women.  
Men weave the backing and women wash and 
beat the fibres until they are soft and flexible.  
Women also weave the patterns and do the 
embroidery work. 

Kuba Cloths

Katharine Green and her “World of Textiles” were 
introduced in a recent edition of Lakeview. Kuba 
cloths are featured in her extensive collection.
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All the designs are developed from basic 
geometric patterns to highly complicated motifs, 
often with up to six patterns in each square.

Long pieces are embellished with cowrie shells 
and used for skirts, which are also used as dowry 
pieces, funereal costumes, shrouds and status 
symbols.

Today, you will find the patterns on pillow 
covers, wallpaper, table runners and upholstery.  
If you are looking for handsome eye-catching 
pieces to bring richness to a certain place in 
your home, you will likely find a Kuba cloth to 
incorporate beautifully into your décor. 

Katharine has thirty squares and rectangular pieces, and five skirts. Some of her pieces are shown 
here. The skirt fragment is courtesy of Phyllis Evans and Richard Pearce.

The Kuba cloths, however, are only one part of Katharine’s collection. The lower level of her 
home is a treasure trove of textiles from all over the world, including pashmina shawls from India, 
cocoa bags from Bolivia, Kanthas from Bangladesh, skirts from Guatemala and beaded bags 
from China.

Katherine’s home is a museum, and she would be happy to show her collections to others. She 
can be contacted through the Swan Lake directory. c
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There wasn’t a note when they came to our door.
There were, maybe, two dozen,  there could have been more.
But those roses that came to our house, years ago,
Has a story behind them,  I feel you should know.
A florist had never before come to call
As we had so little, or nothing at all.
The provider, we felt, had to be Uncle Jim,
But he smiled a denial. They weren’t from him.
 
It was World War II and our dad was away.
And Mom, all alone, faced life’s problems each day.
And when birthdays arrived, Mom would bake us a cake.
And her gift was some clothing she’d have to remake.
But, when Mom had a birthday and that came along.
All she got for a gift was our off-key old song.
But, her gift on that birthday was very much more,
When those roses, from no one, appeared at our door.
 
The change that came over my mother that day,
Made us all a bit frightened, she acted that way.
As she went to her room, and she changed her old clothes
And she put on some lipstick and powdered her nose,
Then took down a vase sitting idle for years
And we all held our breath as we noticed her tears.
And in silence we watched her arrange the bouquet
And we knew something special had happened that day. 
 
She walked ‘round the table, caressing each flower.
That was all that she did with them, hour after hour.
Then she’d sit there admiringly, smelling each one
‘Til we felt, the aroma would soon be all gone.
It went on and went on until late in the day.
Then she summoned a meeting around her bouquet.
And she said she felt selfish and that wouldn’t do.
She must share them, she felt, with the people she knew.
 
So, we ran to our neighbours and knocked on each door.
And gave each a rose, and we went to some more.
‘Til all except one of my mother’s bouquet,
Had been shared with her friends, had been given away.
The last precious rose went within her good book.
And for years, we would notice her pause for a look.
They tell me our neighbours nearby, did the same
And each time they prayed, they would mention her name.
 
Now many years later, when I visit my mother.
I still take her roses of one kind or other.
I know how she loves them, I fondly recall,
From those days, long ago, when her children were small.
And you know I would never want mother upset.
It is something I feel I would always regret.
So, I share them, as well, with the neighbours who lie 
In their graves, near my mother’s, who’s sleeping nearby.

My Mother’s Flowers
by Tony Murphy
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WELCOME to two new advertisers!
And welcome back to Kate’s Gardens.

KATE’S GARDENS: Many of the beautiful gardens 
and planters in our village have been created 
by Kate’s Garden! Check out the gifts, planters, 
flowers and houseplants in their newly renovated 
showroom and their vast collection of garden 
plants indoors and out. I doubt that you will leave 
empty-handed.

RILEYS’ WINDOW CLEANING is a Markham 
company, renowned for excellent workmanship. 
Their water fed pole system allows them to clean 
difficult-to-reach windows and skylights. Their 
website advises us to put away our toothbrush 
and let them deep clean our tile and grout, 
making 20 year-old grout look as good as new. 
Rileys’ also offers granite countertop cleaning 
and sealing, and eco-friendly disinfectant 
fogging services. Just in time for spring cleaning! 

REAL KEBAB: “Fresh, Healthy, Delicious.” The 
words on their logo perfectly describe what 
you’ll find at Real Kebab. This gem is located four 
minutes from Swan Lake’s north gate, in a small 
mall on the east side of Markham Rd., 1/3 km 
north of Castlemore Ave. Enjoy dining outside on 
their quiet patio, or in their spacious indoor space. 
Delivery and catering are also available.

ADVERTISER ENDORSEMENTS: As shown by 
the following endorsements, great service 
is available close to home, inside Swan Lake 
Village or just outside our gate. 

I recently needed a computer repair and called 
BA Computers. Bob is a village resident. His 
service was fast, efficient and thorough, and he 
is very reasonably priced. He is equally adept 
at both Mac and PC computer repairs. Highly 
recommended. Brian

My son delighted me with a birthday gift from 
Sol Escape—a hot stone massage and a mani-
pedi! The hot stones on my back and deep 
massage were fabulous therapies. The mani-pedi, 
gentle hand massage and nail treatments were 
equally morale boosting. The deep foot massage 
found many knotted spots in my body and got 
the blood flowing. There isn’t an AAAAAHHHH 
long enough to cover the wonderful experience. 
I strongly recommend a visit to Sol Escape. And 
we only have to go out the front gate to find 
such therapy. Audrey 

I recently spotted Lina Youssef, owner of 
Pharmasave, walking up to our mailbox. Lina had 
ordered extra COVID test kits to deliver to every 
home in the village! This was no marketing 
gimmick; this is the kind of person Lina is. We 
have had great pharmacists over the years, but 
none more knowledgeable and helpful than 
Lina. Lina is licensed as a pharmacist and 
compounding pharmacist and specializes in pill 
free pain management. Pharmasave is just a 
short walk from the main gate, and has ample 
parking. Ted and Edith

Advertising News
by Patricia Jones

ADVERTISING CONTACT INFORMATION
New advertisers, set-up, changes, queries, leads, endorsements:

Advertising Coordinator: Patricia Jones
ptjones@rogers.com—416 994 6962

Treasurer:  Cindy Knowles—Finance, invoicing, payment 
lakeviewmagazine9@gmail.com—905 294 8240

Payments: Via Interac, Payee: lakeviewmagazine9@gmail.com 
OR send cheque, payable to Lakeview Magazine, 
PO Box 28, 22 Celebrity Greens Way, Markham, ON  L6E 1B5

Magazine Production:  Nancy Susko, Key Cursor Inc. 
nancy@keycursor.com—416 856 5623

Size of Ad Black & White Colour

Business Card (3.625”w x 2.25”h) $280 $380 

1/4 Page  (3.625”w x 4.875”h) $440 $580 

1/2 Page (7.75”w x 4.875”h) $780 $1,080 

Full Page (7.75”w x 10”h)  $2,100 

Inside Back Cover (7.75”w x 10”h)  $2,600

(All above pricing is subject to 13% HST)

ANNUAL ADVERTISING RATES
FOR 4 ISSUES



by Richard Pearce

Warm air evokes memories of Spring. 
First trilliums open in dallying romance,
Lily of the valley send out sweet aromas 
in the grass,
Trout lily, a confusion of yellow, 
spring from speckled leaves,
And dutchman’s breeches parade small, 
white bleeding hearts.
Recalled, are purple lilacs which capture time,
Hold it still for long afternoon hours.

Spring




