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Happy 50th

Anniversary
Gary and Lindy 
Deckert will 
celebrate their 
50th wedding 
anniversary in 
March. 

They were 
married at 
Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help 
Church in 
Toronto on 
St. Patrick’s 
Day in 1972.

by Janette Ferguson

Announcements: 
If you are celebrating a 90th or greater birthday 
or a significant anniversary (in multiples of five), 
please send pictures and information to:
editorlakeview@gmail.com

Holiday Spirit in our Village
Front cover:
Photography by Cindy Fowler

Back cover:
Photography by Don Fowler  

Despite the restrictions imposed during the holiday 
season, village residents brightened our neigh-
bourhoods and warmed our hearts with wonderful 
displays. Enjoy the photo collages of holiday lights 
and decorations in this issue. Thank you villagers, for 
a wonderful display. 

Heartfelt thanks to Cindy and Don Fowler for braving 
the elements—rain, snow, sleet, and a bit of sunshine—
to capture the warmth of the holiday season we all 
enjoyed. They spent countless hours outside to 
bring us a snapshot of holiday time in the village.

Next time you see them wandering around with 
their heavy camera equipment, extend a big thank 
you to them. We are all grateful for their talents and 
efforts.

Swan Lake Toy Drive

Food Drive

Appreciating our Security Team

Holiday Kindness

The Cook Book Committee* would like to thank all 
the residents who donated to our Christmas Toy 
Drive. All the donations were picked up by The 
Salvation Army before Christmas. The total amount 
raised this year was $6,375.00.

Again, thank you all for your generosity. We hope 
next year we will be able to be back to normal and 
have our usual toy drive in The Swan Club.  
 
Ros Curtis Chair, 
Cook Book Committee

*The Cook Book Committee is a group that formed 
years ago to support some of our community 
causes. One of their initiatives was to put together 
a cookbook for fund raising. While they no longer 
are creating cookbooks, and members of the group 
have changed over the years, they still continue to 
support our community by organizing fund raisers, 
the Toy Drive being one of them. 

Watch for a future story in Lakeview about this 
group, who they are, and what they do.

Wow! Building 85 on The 
Boardwalk Way did even 
better this year with their 
Markham Food Bank 
collection. The residents 
filled 20 boxes and bags 
with non-perishable items 
for our local food bank. 
The goods were delivered 
together with the donations 
from 55 The Boardwalk Way.

A great big thank you to 
all the generous people who 
contributed.

Thank you to the kind residents of Swan Lake Village 
who contributed to the collection for our Security 
Team who do an excellent job keeping our village safe. 
They are truly grateful for your generosity.
 
David Blinn
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The new year is here. Many people were glad 
to see the end of 2021, but with the omicron 

variant happening, 2022 is not off to a great 
start either. Many Swan Lake Village activi-
ties are still on hold. It was good to see some 
of the outdoor activities taking place during 
the summer and fall. For a while there were even 
indoor activities with limited participation. The 
events that have been missing are the big celebra-
tions and gatherings such as Rabbie Burns Night, 
Oktoberfest and Chinese New Year. Also missing are the music 
nights and other entertainments that packed The Swan Club. In this 
issue there is a section devoted to photos reminding us of some of 
these past events and providing promise of what will come. 

In these pages we are given an opportunity to learn more about 
our neighbours.

 “Who’s Who in Lakeview” features Brian Slater who has taken 
over the position of Chair of Lakeview Board.

The story of electronic communication in the village began 
largely with the involvement of Teri Laflamme.

Marjolyn Pritchard tells about her time as a director of YRCC 
1217 Condominium Board.

Sylvie Andrews writes about her decision to emigrate to Canada 
from France. She asks other villagers to share their story of moving 
or emigrating.

 If you are interested in antiques, look to Linda Atkinson and Bill 
Armstrong. No, I don’t mean that they are antiques, but they have 
each written about an antique that they own. 

Reg Jordan tells how he was inspired by his son who trained for 
an Ironman race.

A. Nonymous continues the story of work in a law office.
Informative articles are always part of Lakeview. There are 

articles about The Village Amenities Committee and Condominium 
1217. Friends of Swan Lake update the status of “our” lake. Jon 
Van Loon writes about the recent United Nations conference in 
Glasgow about climate change. Lillian Huang takes us to Iceland 
and Norway. Vida Bridgeman discusses the issue of ageism and 
how it affects everyone.

Along with the usual columns about wine, books, movies and 
going “Out and About,” you will find lots of other entertaining 
articles and stories.

Please keep in touch. Give us your ideas and opinions. Stay safe 
and well.

Table of Contents From the Editor...

Gary
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Change happens. Lakeview has changed. Audrey Buckeridge stepped 
down as Chair after a long tenure on the board. This was announced 

in the last issue. She will certainly be missed. The board voted to 
appoint Brian Slater as the new Chair. You can find out more about Brian 
in this issue in “Who’s Who in Lakeview.”

There are two other board members who have 
stepped down. Pat Gill is retiring from his position as 
Treasurer. He and Brian headed the process to find a 
replacement. As a result, Cindy Knowles has joined the 
board as Treasurer. 

Rajib Khettry has also resigned. He 
contributed ideas and enthusiasm to 
Lakeview. He will be replaced by Val Taylor, one of 
several people who applied for the position. Thank you 
Pat and Rajib for your contributions to Lakeview and 
the village.

Welcome to Lakeview Cindy and Val.

In another change, a new group has been formed. The group, known 
as Editorial Contributors, assist in several ways. They meet with the 
editorial team, Gary, Joan and Linda, to advise, contribute ideas, research 
and write articles. The members of this group are Sylvie Andrews, Jean 
Howard, Reg Jordan, Teresa Kucheran and Val Taylor. They will be glad to 
hear from you if you have an idea for a story or feature.

Lakeview continues to be the magazine “for, about and by the 
people of Swan Lake Village.” Help us to keep it that way by giving your 
ideas to the editorial team. Help us keep Lakeview vibrant, relevant and 
interesting for you, the readers. c

Sylvie
Andrews

Jean
Howard

Reg
Jordan

Teresa
Kucheran

Cindy Knowles

Val
Taylor

Change Happens
by Gary Deckert



Whether you know it or not,  
Teri Laflamme has been in 

touch with you. In the fine print at 
the bottom of the emails sent to 
residents about village business 
and events it refers to Swan Lake 
Village Communications. That is 

Teri. She is the one responsible for 
sending out the eblasts.

Teri moved to Swan Lake after a career in corporate 
training involving sales, products and processes, rising 
to the position of Director of Training.

Shortly after moving to Swan Lake Village, she 
became involved in the second edition of the 
Village Games. She found that as a result, she had 
a contact list of several hundred names and used 
these to communicate the results of the Games by 
means of a free website. 

About this time, Doug Ackhurst asked Teri to 
look into starting a Swan Lake Village website. This 
was something new for her. A small group of volun-
teers, including Gillian Campbell, Terry Lynch and 
Don Fowler joined her, and the work began. The 
development of the website and the email system 
happened concurrently. Prior to that, Teri remem-
bers the time-consuming task of having to send out 
emails in small groups of 25 to avoid being labelled 
as spam.

Teri was also responsible for creating the policy 
for use of the website and the email system.  These 
policies, with a few changes, are still the guiding 
principles in use today. 

In the beginning, one requirement for the web-
site was that it be password protected. This would 
safeguard the privacy of the information and limit 
access to village residents. In 2016, the host of the 
Swan Lake website changed its policy and would 
cease supporting password-protected websites. 
This meant a new host would have to be found and 
the website converted. Teri had some health con-
cerns and felt that someone else would be better 
suited for the task. Richard Edwards became the 
webmaster and continues in that role.

Teri did keep the role of sending out eblasts. 
She still is Swan Lake Village Communications, 
info@swanlakevillage.ca c

Teri Laflamme – 
Village Communicator

From the Chair

by Gary Deckert

by Brian Slater

During our nine-plus years of 
living in Swan Lake Village, I 

have always enjoyed and eagerly 
anticipated the delivery of each 
issue of Lakeview.

In the summer of 2019, an eblast 
was sent out to all residents 
announcing that Lakeview was 

looking for someone to become its distribution 
coordinator. I answered the call and was accepted 
on the board in that capacity. It is a role which I 
will continue to enjoy, working with a wonderful 
distribution team who are always eager to deliver 
the next issue to residents.

With the onset of COVID-19 in March 2020, our 
board meetings were curtailed due to capacity 
restrictions. As we entered the various phases of 
reopening, and could once again meet in person, 
I began to learn and appreciate the many facets 
of the production of our magazine. What a 
superb team we have built. We will continue to 
build, with the help of residents. Lakeview counts 
on suggestions, ideas and contributions from the 
people of Swan Lake Village.

Over the past holiday season, I had the opportu-
nity to personally deliver greetings to our Lakeview 
team of volunteers—board members, proofreaders, 
distribution volunteers, columnists, frequent 
contributors, production managers—over 35 in all, 
some of them providing more than one service.

In this message I have used the term TEAM 
extensively. I know a bit about teamwork, having 
curled for over 50 years. In curling, each member 
must make their shots in order for the team to be 
successful. So it is, with Team Lakeview. There is 
no I or U in the word TEAM. We will always work 
together as a team, with the goal of making every 
issue of Lakeview the best. 

Brian Slater

NEW Challenge Coming!

Watch for 
an eblast.
   
Put on your
thinking caps.
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The COVID-19 pandemic has 
been challenging for every-

one over the past two years. It 
appears that there will continue 
to be issues in 2022. Thankfully, 
the residents of Swan Lake have 
adapted well, resulting in very few 
cases of the disease. Life goes 
on. The Board and our manage-
ment company have worked hard 
to enhance the community, main-
tain the property and make life as 
normal as possible. 

The Annual
General Meeting (AGM)
On December 1, 2021 the YRSCC 
#1217 Condo Corporation held 
the AGM. It was a “first” in that it 
was a virtual presentation. Initially 
there was a concern that this 
might be difficult to execute. We 
hired an outside company (Condo-
Voter) to administer the program 
and it turned out to be very, very 
successful. Participation was one of 
the highest in recent history (204 
registered and 238 units submitted 
votes). While it is ideal to meet in 
person, your Board is thankful that 
the residents adapted to special 
COVID-19 challenges and partici-
pated in an important annual event. 
Thank you!

George Visintin and Bill Dewberry 
are returning members to the 
Board and have agreed to another 
three year term.  We are pleased 
to welcome Steve Riesberry and 
Al Wallis as new members. Board 
Directors for YRSCC #1217 are ex-
pected to take a really “hands on” 
role in their portfolio. On behalf 
of the residents of 1217 we would 
like to offer a hearty thanks for 
volunteering their services to the 
community.

Our Board recognizes the 
contributions of the two retir-
ing directors, Bev Stewart and 
Jacqui Stein. Jacqui has served 
for 14 years and Bev for seven. 
They were responsible for land-
scaping and trees, two very 
important and challenging port-
folios. The residents take great 
pride in the landscaping and the 
grounds. These two ladies have 
made a significant contribution 
at keeping Swan Lake beautifully 
manicured. Thank you.

 
Results in 2021:
Despite the challenging environ-
ment, we’re pleased to report that, 
over the past two years, the 1217 
Board was successful at making 
headway on a variety of initiatives. 
Some highlights:

(i) 110 decks were built.

(ii)  150 sidewalk and front step 
interlock projects were 
completed.

(iii)  The exterior of 275 homes 
were painted.

(iv)  The five year tree strategy  
was finalized.

(v)  100 lawns were re-sodded, 
over-seeded or top dressed.

(vi)  Prototypes for windows and 
doors were finalized so that 
an aggressive program can 
be started.

(vii)  120 alteration agreements 
were approved and completed.

(viii)  Processes and procedures 
were improved with the 
management company.

Condo Corp 1217 
A Year in Review
by Doug Fleming, President

Doug Fleming
President

Harold Cipin
Co-Chair

Maintenance

Millie Seguin
Vice President & 

Chair of Alterations

Steve Riesberry
Co-Chair 

Landscaping

George Visintin
Secretary/ 
Treasurer

Al Wallis
Co-Chair 

Landscaping

Mark Petit
Chair VAC

Marjolyn Pritchard
Chair Tree 
Committee

Bill Dewberry
Co-Chair

Maintenance

Board of Directors
for 2022



FEBRUARY 2022  c  6

Looking Ahead to 2022
While we made progress in the past 
few years there is still more to do. It 
appears that we will continue to face 
COVID-19 challenges. Unfortunately, 
that could hamper some programs 
and projects planned by your Board. 
We are committed to do as much as 
possible and the following are some 
initiatives for 2022:

(i)  Prepare an updated Reserve 
Fund Plan.

(ii)  Replacing doors and windows 
is a very large, and expensive, 
program that will be completed 
over several years. Specifications 
and sizes have been completed. 
Windows in 50 homes have been 
scheduled to be completed in 
late 2021 and early 2022. 
Additional windows and doors 
will be identified and prioritized 
for completion later in 2022.

(iii)  By the end of the year it is 
expected that 90% of the decks 
will have been replaced.

(iv)  The Committee will continue with 
its aggressive plan to sod, 
overseed or repair more lawns.

(v)  There will be an increased focus 
on addressing the issue of 
exposed roots.

(vi)  The Board will assist with VAC’s 
program to improve the sprinkler/
irrigation system. This is a major 
project that will be completed 
over several years. There will 
be a focus on preventative 
maintenance.

(vii)  Approval has been granted to 
upgrade the eavestroughs and 
downspouts in many homes. 
This program will be expanded 
further in 2022.

(viii)  Documentation detailing the 
policies, procedures and guide-
lines for alteration agreements 
will be clarified and published. c

Our Grandson’s Sleepover
by Richard Pearce

Miles, our grandson,  
is here for one of 
his frequent week-
end visits. After an 
exhausting day of 
minute-by-minute 
activities it’s, thank-
fully, his bedtime. 
He is quite put out 
that he has a mat-
tress on the floor 
in the corner while 
we have a real bed. 
Since knees forbid 
that I lower myself 

to his mattress, the bedtime story leads to my sharing the 
bed with him. Of course, he can’t lie still and I have to aban-
don the bed for the living room. Not to be undone, Miles pulls 
the sheets and the comforter over his shoulder and arranges 
them on the living room floor, which is much more desirable 
than the corner of the bedroom on what is a superior six 
inches of mattress. He can’t adjust himself; he wiggles and 
he wags like an enthusiastic puppy; he throws the covers 
off and pulls them back on. The ritual continues for an hour. 
“I can’t sleep. Will you come onto the floor with me?”  

I lower myself to the floor. The puppy soon falls asleep. I 
flop about like an old dog and get little sleep.  In two hours, 
he will be awake for another minute-by-minute kind of day.

Today I have been condemned to my room. Miles and his 
grandmother have seriously discussed my rude behaviour. 
“Rude” is Miles’ favourite word. Apparently, I’m always rude. 
Over dinner, I used the expression “butt cheeks.” Phyllis 
and Miles looked at each other questioningly. They could 
only surmise that I must have picked up the word at recess.  
Now, what always follows Miles being sent to his room is a 
discussion with his mother.

“What have you said?
“What is wrong with what you have said?”
Miles arrives at the door of the bedroom, enters and closes 

the door behind him. “Okay, Taid, (grandfather in Welsh) other 
kids might say ‘butt cheeks’ at school, but it is rude. You have 
to apologize to Nain (grandmother in Welsh) and me.” Miles 
has learned how these things work. c
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Robert Arthurs David Burrows Brenda Eggett

Do you know what the Village Amenities Committee 
(VAC) is,  or who’s on it, or what it does for you?  

Well, here’s an introduction to VAC for new residents 
and a refresher for  residents who have lived here for a 
while.  A lot of the information below is on the village 
website, so you are encouraged to check it out.

What is VAC?
There are two governing bodies in Swan Lake Village. 
One is the Board of Directors for your condominium 
corporation and the other is VAC, which was estab-
lished to oversee and manage the common elements 
which are shared by all residents. These common ele-
ments and facilities include The Swan Club, the three 
satellite community centres, the gatehouse, the prop-
erty management office, the swimming pools, the ten-
nis and pickleball courts, roads, parking areas, sewers, 
common area landscaping, and the irrigation system.  

How is VAC currently organized?
After the AGMs each year, each of the four corporations 
appoints one of its directors to represent it on VAC. 
For 2022, the four VAC members are:  Dave Burrows 
(YRCC #933), Bill Ferguson (YRCC #921), Ed Freeman 
(YRSCC #1032), and Mark Petit (YRSCC #1217). This 
year the Treasurer is Ed Freeman and the Chair is Mark 
Petit. We are fortunate to have Brenda Eggett who has 
volunteered to be the VAC meeting minute taker. Also 
supporting us this year is Steven Riesberry, who is a new 
director on the 1217 Board. VAC works closely with our 
on-site Property Manager, Robert Arthurs, who oversees 
various contractors and manages most of our projects.

Which committees are under VAC’s umbrella?
VAC oversees many village committees including  the 
Welcoming Committee, the Swan Lake Events Com-
mittee (SLEC), the Library Committee, and the Com-
munications Committee, to name a few. Because of on-
going public health measures, most committees have 
not been meeting. However, since the pandemic be-
gan, an ad hoc VAC Reopening Committee was formed 
to oversee the safe reopening of village amenities and 
activities.

Which village contracts are managed by VAC?
In consultation with the four boards, VAC negotiates, 
supervises and funds a variety of major contracts 
including the property management company, First 
Service Residential, the gatehouse security company, 

by Mark Petit
The Village Amenities Committee

the pool company, the grounds maintenance com-
pany for landscaping and snow clearing and the 
cleaning company. 

Does VAC have a Budget?
VAC prepares a budget each fiscal year (July 1 to 
June 30) to cover the operating costs required to 
maintain and repair the common elements. VAC also 
has a reserve fund to cover major repairs and 
replacement costs for the common elements. Both 
the operating costs and the reserve fund contribu-
tions are shared proportionately among the four 
corporations. As required by the Condominium Act, 
an engineering firm is hired to prepare and update 
the reserve fund every three years. In 2022, an 
on-site Reserve Fund Study will be done.

What are the Rules for Community Living?
VAC is responsible for updating the Rules for Commu-
nity Living. A copy of this document is on the village 
website and all residents are advised to follow these 
rules. One of  VAC’s goals this year is to update the 
rules, which were last updated in 2019, and we have 
asked each of the four boards to provide us with 
their suggested changes. The boards will then be 
provided with the recommended changes for their 
approval. At that point, VAC will inform all residents 
about the updated Rules for Community Living and 
post them on the village website.

What are some of the major VAC projects for 2022?
VAC establishes specific goals and objectives each 
year. In 2022, we will continue to improve communi-
cation with residents, increase collaboration between 
VAC and the four boards, and increase supervision of 
our major contracts. We will also  replace sections of  
the irrigation system as needed and continue regular 
maintenance with a dedicated contractor.  We will 
improve security in the village by updating the hard-
ware and software that controls the gates, the key fobs, 
and the RFID stickers on resident vehicles. We will con-
tinue to work on the recommendations from the  newly 
formed Accessibility Committee to make the village a 
safer and more accessible community. In addition, the 
VAC Reopening Committee will continue to inform res-
idents about  provincial and York Region public health 
measures and will work  toward a safe and gradual 
reopening of all village amenities and activities. We all 
look forward to a Grand Reopening in 2022. c

Bill Ferguson Ed Freeman Mark Petit Steve Reisbury
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by Val Taylor

Marjolyn (pronounced Mar-yo-lane) Pritchard and I 
recently connected to discuss how her first year as 

a Director on the Board of YRCC 1217 progressed. We 
spent some time discussing a range of topics related to 
her experiences during this past year. 

How long have you been a
resident of Swan Lake Village?
We moved in during June 2010. 
We absolutely fell in love with 
our house and looked forward 
to meeting others in the com-
munity. At that time, I was still 
working and in July 2020, 
retired from my position with 
York Region Public Health in 
the role of Director, Infectious 

Disease Control Division. I enjoyed my work very much 
but I’m now really enjoying retirement as there is so 
much to do.  

What do you believe you were able to bring to the 
position of director?
I didn’t have any previous experience as a director on 
a condominium board but realized that I would have 
enough time to take on this role. I wanted to participate 
in the life of the village and to support the work of the 
board in a tangible way.  

I’m an active listener, honest and approachable,  
and I enjoy working alongside other people. 
I recognize the importance of our houses as 
investments and understand that the Board of 
Directors has an integral role to play in maintaining 
the value of our investments. 

What have been some of your successes during your 
first year as a director?
When I first joined the board, it was suggested that I 
might be interested in eventually taking over for Bev 
Stewart as Chair of the Tree Management Commit-
tee (TMC).  Over this past year, Bev Stewart and Erica 
Metcalf (another member of the TMC) ensured I 
became aware of how closely we work with the City 
of Markham and Advance Tree Care, the arborists we 
contract to help keep our trees healthy. When we did 
our spring walkabouts to determine what trees needed 
attention, I really enjoyed meeting with residents and 
having frank, open discussions about the trees. It was 
also interesting to discuss specific requests relating to 

the trees around their homes. I believe that listening to 
residents’ voices is important as I work on their behalf. 
We also have a new five year plan for managing the 
over 2800 trees in Swan Lake Village.  

I also had the privilege of participating on the 
Windows Sub Committee with Harold Cipin, another 
director  of the 1217 Board  responsible for village 
maintenance.  As a result of Harold’s leadership, a 
company has now been hired and will be taking on 
the window replacement according to the specifica-
tion established through the work of this committee.   

What have been some of your challenges?
The first year was a big learning curve but one that I 
thoroughly enjoyed. I know that I can build on this year’s 
experiences to supplement my board work in year two 
and to work with residents as we continue to create a 
community that reflects the people who live in it.

With respect to my work on the TMC, SLV is 
required to follow the rules established by the City 
of Markham relating to tree removal and tree plant-
ing. New trees must be indigenous, and new trees are 
selected so they will thrive in the heavy clay soil and 
the specific locations where they’re planted. The City 
of Markham must issue permits to remove any trees 
that have a trunk diameter of 30 millimetres at chest 
height. All tree pruning is done by a licensed arbor-
ist who works closely with the TMC. It is wonderful 
that residents take pride and ownership of the trees 
surrounding their homes, and we are eager to hear 
from the residents who feel there is a need for prun-
ing, planting or removal of any tree. The beauty of 
living in a condominium is that this work is done for 
us.  All we need to do is ask. All requests for tree 
pruning, removal and planting are directed to the 
property management office and should include the 
tree number (provided on a metal tag about the size 
of a looney, located on the trunk of the tree), along 
with the details of the request. These requests are 
forwarded to me and I will get back to the resident 
within a day or two. 

What are your plans for your next year as a Board 
Director?
Well, I have two more years to go before my term is 
completed. My primary focus will be the health and 
beauty of our trees, by listening to Swan Lake resi-
dents and working closely with the arborist and the 
City of Markham. c

From the Roving Reporter
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Joy was not joyful. She had made an appoint-
ment to get her first COVID shot, a big step 

for her. For her whole life she had panicked at 
the sight of a syringe, refusing to get annual flu 
shots. She had tried for a couple of years but 
had always found an excuse to leave before her 
turn came.

Joy realized that COVID was 
much more serious than the 
flu. The lives of other people, 
as well as her own, could 
depend upon the vaccination. 
More than 5,000,000 people 
had died worldwide since the 
pandemic had started almost 
two years ago. She became 
determined to banish her fear.

A week before the appointment, Joy started 
her preparations. She placed pins and needles in 
random spots around her house. Gradually the 
reaction waned, and she was able to walk by them 
without closing her eyes, trembling and breaking 
into a sweat.

The next step was to pick up the needles 
and pins and carry them around. Occasion-
ally, she accidentally jabbed herself. When 
she realized that it didn’t really hurt all 
that much, she began to do it deliberately. 
Although she learned to do so without hesita-
tion, Joy realized that this was not the same 
as seeing a doctor coming towards her with 
a syringe.

She began binge-watching Grey’s Anatomy, 
The Good Doctor, and New Amsterdam. 
She watched YouTube videos about getting 
inoculated until she finally felt ready for her 
appointment, sure that she had conquered her 
trypanophobia.

She asked her friend, Nancy, to drive her 
to the appointment just in case she needed a 
back-up. Confident that everything would be 
okay, she thought it better to be safe than sorry.

The lineup at the community centre was 
not long. She showed her health card and 
appointment time and entered the big room 
filled with tables and chairs. She noted the 
doctors, the syringes and the bare arms. The 
new Joy remained calm.

When her turn came, she walked confidently 
to the table, sat down, answered the doctor’s 
questions and rolled up her sleeve. She had done 
it. She could hardly wait to get her second dose 
in three months.

Joy and Nancy walked out of the community 
centre, Joy wearing a big grin. 
She was ecstatic. Nancy, having 
witnessed her friend’s fear and 
trepidation in the past, was 
happy for her.

As they walked toward the 
car, Joy seemed to be pushing 
Nancy to the left of the walk-
way. Nancy gave Joy a bit of 
side eye but kept walking.

On the sidewalk, Joy started 
pushing to the right. Nancy gently tried to 
resist but Joy kept up the pressure.

Nancy dropped Joy at her home, congratulat-
ing her on her courage. Ready to drive off, she 
noticed Joy opening the front door rather than 
her traditional entrance at the side door. Some-
thing strange was going on.

The next day, on their daily walk, Joy kept 
moving from one side of the street to the other. 
On the sidewalk, she walked beside the road, 
as far away as possible from the landscaped 
lawns and gardens. Nancy became increasingly 
annoyed. The joy of walking with Joy had gone.

Usually, Nancy and Joy had great discussions 
on their walks, strolling leisurely, conversing and 
solving world problems. Now, most of the time 
there was tension as Joy pushed Nancy around.

Nancy began to find excuses to avoid the 
walks. At the same time, she was worried about 
her friend. What had changed? Why was Joy 
acting so strangely?

Christmas came. It was time for Joy’s annual 
neighbourhood party, her house decorated with tra-
ditional symbols—angels, bells, Santas, stars. Guests 
mingled, nibbled and drank. It was a great party.

Nancy, having helped with the clean-up, was 
the last to leave. Before departing she went to 
put a small present for Joy under the tree. Where 
was the tree? Joy’s usual masterpiece was miss-
ing. Puzzled, Nancy inquired. Joy simply replied 
that there hadn’t been time. Now, convinced that 

Transfer
by Gary Deckert



something was very wrong, Nancy determined 
to get to the bottom of it.

The next day, taking out her calendar and 
journal to look up dates and activities, Nancy 
noted that Joy’s erratic behaviour had started 
around the time of her COVID vaccination. 
After returning to the community centre, following 
routes of their walks and examining the side door 
of Joy’s house, Nancy drew maps and diagrams, 
desperately searching for an explanation.

One night, while relaxing in the bath and 
letting her mind wander, the answer came to 
Nancy in a flash. Eureka! She jumped up, wrapped 

Holiday Spirit

herself in a towel and went to her notes and 
diagrams, convinced that she was right.

The next day she drove her car around for veri-
fication. She had, indeed, found the explanation: 
why Joy didn’t have a Christmas tree; why she had 
started using the front door; why she had pushed 
Nancy around on their walks.

The fact was that Joy still had a type of 
trypanophobia, but she had transferred her fear 
of syringes with needles to a dread of evergreen 
trees with needles. She now stayed as far from 
them as possible. She would have to get rid of 
the blue spruce by the side door. c
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On filling out the 
application to adopt a 
homeless dog from the 

Humane Society, she was told 
that she was too old 

to adopt a dog.

Ageism is another new word for seniors 
to ponder. Although, not listed in my 

Oxford dictionary, my computer tells me it is 
“the prejudice or discrimination on the grounds 
of a person’s age.” The term was coined in 1969 
by Robert Neil Butler to describe discrimination 
against seniors, and patterned on sexism and 
racism. The subject sounds very negative, but in 
my view there are many advantages to being an 
older adult. I believe that age-
ism also affects the young, the 
middle-aged, all people.

Senior citizens, for example, 
are subject to writing a driver’s 
test every two years, upon 
reaching eighty years of age. 
This can be a positive thing. It 
may keep dangerous drivers off the street. 

My beloved daughter once told me I should 
not drive her young children anywhere because 
of my age. This was shocking to me, as I have 
always considered myself an excellent driver. 
She, however, tends to tailgate. Perhaps I have 
been too verbal and this was payback time.

I had a dear friend who became a widow and 
wished to obtain a dog 
as a companion. On fill-
ing out the application 
to adopt a homeless 
dog from the Humane 
Society, she was told 
that she was too old 
to adopt a dog. She 
did eventually obtain 
a wonderful four-year- 

old dog by other means, and they enjoyed each 
other’s companionship for many years.  

I lost my wonderful schnauzer, Mr. D’Arcy, to old 
age two years ago, and was able to adopt Charlie, 
another schnauzer, shortly afterward. I remembered 
my friend’s experience with the Humane Society 
and was careful not to mention anything about age. 
My friends have told me I look younger than my 
years and the subject did not come up. 

by Vida Bridgeman

Ageism
A Positive View

Later, when the breeder was grooming 
Charlie for me, I mentioned my age, and I hate to 
report that the breeder groaned. I imagine she 
was worried that the dog might at some time 
be returned to her.  However, there’s no chance 
of that. Charlie and I get along very well, and 
we both look forward to spending many happy 
years together.

My 16-year-old grandson sparked my inter-
est in ageism. He was given an 
assignment in his English class 
to do a report on the topic.  He 
made a video recording of an 
interview with me as part of his 
project. 

He offered the following 
advice about age. Contrary to 

what we have been taught to believe, age is not 
typically a good criterion of someone’s ability. 
Assumptions can be wrong. A middle-aged 
person who loses a good job, through no fault 
of their own, may have trouble getting another 
job, even if they have experience and a good 
work record. 

Teens can join the military at age 17, with 
their parent’s permission, and can fight in a war. 
However, teens must be 19 years to drink alcohol 
and cannot drive alone until 18 years of age.

For older adults there are many advantages. 
There are senior days with reduced prices at 
shopping centres, pharmacies, movies and other 
events.  Provincial and federal governments in 
Canada give added financial support to seniors 
with reduced incomes. Younger people are often 
courteous and helpful in opening doors and 
offering help. 

Two thirds of people aged 65 and older are 
reported to have no disabilities whatsoever. 
We in Swan Lake Village normally have many 
activities and sports in which to engage and 
keep active. As my young grandson advised: 
keep active, get to know people. Capabilities 
do not go hand in hand with age. Ageism can 
affect young, middle-aged and seniors alike. c
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Well, it is really my love of reading and James. 
Yes, James Oliver Curwood is responsible in 

part for my presence in Canada.
No, I never met James. He was an American 

writer and he loved writing about nature, the 
wilderness of North America: the lakes, the forest, the 
wolves and the people living there, close to nature.

My family and I lived in a small town about one 
hour from Paris, close to the forest of Fontaine-
bleau. I did everything with my family. We spent 
our days off going to the forest. I loved it there: 
the trees, the small hidden ponds, the big rocks we 
climbed and the smell of the pines.

In the spring on May first, I took my siblings to 
pick some lilies of the valley to give to our parents. 
In the fall, we went mushroom gathering. My mom 
and dad knew different kinds and they would point 
them out to us. They would warn us away from the 
poisonous ones. We even went in the winter to pick 
holly to decorate the house.

Things changed in September 1962. I read an 
article in a magazine about Canada—its people, its 
land, its economy. A small paragraph at the bottom 
of the page mentioned they needed immigrants 
and to contact l’Ambassade Canadienne in Paris 
for more information.

So, I dared myself. I thought it was my chance to 
do something different. My command of the English 
language was not bad. I started dreaming about 
going and seeing the forests, the lakes, the snow…

When I told Maman and Papa, they just said,  
“Oui, Sylvie, belle idée!” But I could see they were 
not believing I was going to do it. I was rather a shy 
person, a dreamer, never going anywhere on my 
own. Even my friends were not convinced when I 
told them my plans.

by Sylvie Andrews
D’où venez-vous?

“Do I detect an accent? I can’t quite place it. 
Where do you come from?
What brought you to Canada?”

“Oui, je viens de France.
What made me come here?”

I finally got an interview at the Ambassade. I had 
gathered all the official forms they needed, went 
by train by myself, found the Ambassade on the 
map and asked people the way.

The interviewer was very helpful and advised 
me to go to the province of Québec as I would 
be more at ease with the French language. What 
I wanted though, was a complete change, so I told 
him I would rather go to Ontario. The first ship 
going to Canada in the spring would be the 
Carmania, in April 1963. Six months away!

When I came back home and announced to every-
one that I was accepted, they found it hard 
to believe. When I went to sleep that night, 
I could hardly believe it too.  

That Christmas, under the 
tree, my gifts were a big trunk, a 
travel alarm clock and a cookbook. 
It dawned on me then that I was 
not dreaming. In the next months, 
I would go from excitement to 
worry,  wondering if I could 
really go through with it.

I know my friends 
and family predicted I 
would be back after six 
months. I gave myself 
two years, so if I really 
was homesick I would come 
back, but not before!

And that is why on April 30, 1963, I was waving  
goodbye to my parents from the deck of Carmania 
as I was leaving for Canada, the wilderness, the 
snow, the lakes, the wolves...

I still have my accent. And, this is my story. 
What is yours? Tell us! Where do you come from? c
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by Lillian Huang
To the Top of the World

Some years ago, Kuo and I took a two week 
cruise to the edge of the Arctic Circle. After sail-

ing for two days from Southampton, England, we 
arrived at Iceland’s capital city of Reykjavik. It is the 
most northern capital of the world. We were some-
what surprised that there was no ice to be seen in 
Iceland. The landscape is mostly made up of lava 
fields, mountains and glaciers. One of the most 
sparsely populated countries in Europe, its popula-
tion is only 320,000. In spite of low temperature, 
rain and strong winds, nothing would stop us from 
going out to explore.

We began our day at Thingvellir Park, a UNESCO 
World Heritage site. Oh how I wished that we could 
witness the beauty of this place in better weather. 
We had to struggle with rain and strong wind, and 
our first stop was brief. 

When we arrived at the second stop, the rain 
had stopped and we were able to hike for a short 
distance to enjoy the majestic Gullfoss Falls. 
Glacial water from the mountains rushing down the 
valley between the hills forms falls at two different 
levels, merging into one thunderous river flowing 
to the distant sea. 

As we approached the next stop, we could hear 
the hissing sounds of steam. It was an easy walk 
in this area of small geysers. One particular geyser 
erupts every few minutes up to 30 metres high.

The next day the weather did not improve, but 
we headed to the Blue Lagoon, the most visited site 
by tourists. The lagoon is man-made, a by-product 
of the geothermal power plant. The superheated 
water is vented from the ground and passed through 
turbines to generate electricity. In the process of heat 
exchange, it provides the municipality with a hot 
water heating system. The by-product water is fed 
into the lagoon for recreational and medicinal use. 

The mineral rich lagoon water is reputed to have 
healing properties, especially for the skin. When we 
arrived, there was a heavy cloud of steam hanging 
low around the area. The milky blue water in the 
pool, the steam and the surrounding lava wall create 
a unique mesmerizing atmosphere. Due to limited 
time, we were unable to dip into this inviting pool. 
I wished that I could have taken the opportunity to 
pamper my old and tired skin.

Akureyri is the second largest town in Iceland. 
Due to the difficult pronunciation of the city’s 
name,  our cruise director gave us a hint. Just say, 
“Are you hairy?” This funny remark will make me 
remember this place forever. It is situated at the 
base of the Eyjafjorour. It looks picture perfect with 
a spectacular setting of high snow-capped moun-
tains. We happily explored this place on foot under 
sunny skies.

When you think of Norway, you will probably con-
nect it with the Vikings. They dominated the coasts 
of Europe between the eighth and tenth centuries. 

Norway’s extensive coastline facing the North 
Atlantic Ocean is home to its famous fjords, 



FEBRUARY 2022  c  14

This article is the first of an on-going series concerning use of the inter-
net. It is a huge subject and, as we want you to stay awake and act to 
reduce your exposure after you have read it, the articles will be short.

Security threats are faced by those who browse the internet and 
anyone can become a potential victim of cyber-criminals. Cyber safety 
is your responsibility. Practicing cyber safety can go a long way toward 
protecting your identity and sensitive personal information. 

“Cyber security or cyber safety is about risk reduction,” said 
Michael Kaiser, executive director of the National Cyber Security 
Alliance. “It’s difficult to achieve perfect security. But you can work to 
make yourself a more difficult target.”

In Canada, as of October 31, 2021 (10 months) $198M has been lost 
to fraud, almost double that in 2020 (Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre).

Threats come from many sources: the internet, emails, and phones 
(landline and smartphone). The demographics of Swan Lake Village 
provide a potential treasure trove of victims and it is up to each 
resident to keep informed about these threats. 

The first piece of advice is do not believe everything you see or hear. 
While the internet is a wonderful source of information (not available 
when we went to school), it is also a source of misinformation. Unless 
one is careful, dangers lurk on every webpage (except SLV, of course).

When you access the internet you are being tracked, whether 
you want to be or not. Data mining companies routinely sell 
your digital data. An example that even surprised me was that 
Facebook® is tracking my online presence even though I do not  
have an account with them. 

Consider these online tips for older adults from the National Cyber 
Security Alliance, Public Safety Canada and the Home Instead Senior 
Care® network:
1.  Create passwords and make them strong.
2.  Secure access to your accounts.
3.   Think before you act upon emails and calls asking you to do 

something urgently.
4.  When in doubt, throw it out.
5.  Share with care.
6.  Use security software.
7.  Adjust your browser safety settings.
8.   Use the default firewall security protection on your computer.
9.   Log out of apps and websites when you are finished.
10. Consider using support and asking for help. 

Education is the best form of protection and there are many 
websites that provide help and guidance for seniors. Many of these 
sites have been added to a new webpage on the Swan Lake Village 
website and can be located from the Welcome page. Simply click/
touch the box “Cyber Safety.”

If you do nothing else after reading this article, take the quiz: “Can you 
spot an online scam” at: https://www.protectseniorsonline.ca/quiz. 

Watch for more tips in the next edition of Lakeview. c

Staying Safe
in Cyber Space
by Richard Edwards

Cyber Safety: the state of being protected against the criminal 
or unauthorized use of electronic data, or the measures taken to 
achieve this.

mountains and islands. They are 
breathtakingly scenic.

Trondheim lies on the south shore 
of the Trondheim fjord. The ship sailed 
slowly in the channel, mountains and 
villages spreading out on both sides 
of calm water. Under a  clear blue 
sky it was wonderful to enjoy the 
panoramic views. This was the capi-
tal of Norway during the Viking Age 
until 1217. Nidaros Cathedral is the 
northernmost medieval cathedral in 
the world and the second largest in 
Scandinavia.

The city of Alesund is known for its 
art nouveau architecture. It was dev-
astated by fire in 1904. The rebuilding 
work finished in 1907. Strolling about 
the city is like being at an outdoor 
museum.

Molde is called “The City of Roses.” 
The gardens were flourishing in the 
mild weather. I found the vegetation 
to be similar to that at home. We went 
on to the Atlantic Highway which 
connects the islands with multiple 
bridges. The scenery is breathtaking. 

We stopped at the small fishing 
village of Bud, from first glance, a 
truly peaceful place.  We visited its 
underground bunkers which during 
World War II, housed allied prisoners.

Stavanger was our last port of call. 
It was once the capital of the sardine 
industry, but is now the oil capital 
of Norway. We walked about in this 
modern city imagining how it looked 
when it was ruled by the Vikings. We 
took a boat trip on the Lysefjord, 
and enjoyed the scenic ride through 
the Stavanger Archipelago into the 
Lysefjord. This is one of Norway’s 
spectacular wonders. We looked up 
at the world famous Preikestolen, 
(Pulpit Rock) and wished we could be 
up there looking  down, but our time 
was too limited. 

We hope there will be a future 
opportunity to see more of this 
beautiful part of the world. c
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Jake was wondering why he had come into this 
so-called antique store. All he had seen was poor 

quality items and junk. He had worked his way to 
the back of the store and was just about to turn 
around and leave when he spotted a small brass 
cup on the rear table. He looked  at 
it carefully and saw that it would 
hold two ounces of liquid. Beside it 
was a box of what looked like old 
documents and papers. He picked 
them up and approached the 
store owner to ask about the story 
behind this group of items. The 
elderly owner said he had been 
cleaning out some shelves in his father’s home and 
thought that someone interested in military items 
might be drawn to them. After a little haggling, Jake 
bought the lot for ten dollars.

When he got home he started looking through 
the items. The first was a parchment docu-
ment showing the record of a sailor from 1899 
to 1920. This sailor had risen to the rank of chief 
engine room artificer, which was that of a non-
commissioned officer. On it were listed all the 
ships he had sailed in and the duration on each 
ship. In fact many of the “ships’’ were actually 
shore bases, as the standard custom of the Royal Navy 
was to name the bases as though they were ships. 
HMS Pembroke was, in actuality, the large naval base 
at Chatham, on the river Midway, southeast of London. 

The entry that caught Jake’s interest though, was 
the one from March 13, 1906 to February 20, 1908, 
when the sailor had served on board HMS Egeria. 
Jake, who had lived in Vancouver and Nanaimo, 
knew that the crew of that ship had spent those 

two years doing survey work in the 
area between Vancouver Island 
and the B.C. coast. 

The brass cup had been the 
measure for the daily tot of rum 
that was served to the crew. The 
officer would give each sailor his 
ration, usually mixed with water 
and some lime juice. This process 

had been discovered much earlier to protect the 
men from scurvy, and was believed to be one 
of the reasons that British seamen were called 
“limeys.” The cup, then, was at least one hundred 

years old, and had played a small role in the 
charting of an area of sea that was critical 
to the development of Western Canada.

From the sailor’s record, Jake saw that 
he had served on several ships during the 
First World War, and the cup had been in 
his possession during all of that time. If 
only the cup could talk, or the sailor had 

written a diary, what a story it could have told. 
Still, Jake thought, just holding the antique cup 
stirred his imagination as to what that story 
could be. c

If Antiques Could Speak
by Bill Armstrong

The entry that caught 
Jake’s interest though, 

was the one from 
March 13, 1906 to 

February 20, 1908, 
when the sailor had served 

on board HMS Egeria.

by Diane Sweeney
Swan Lake Events Committee Update

It is important to keep in touch even though 
challenged by current restrictions.
During the recent holiday season, Swan Lake 

Village residents kept spirits bright. Volunteers 
erected and decorated a beautiful Christmas tree 
in the lobby of The Swan Club. Another group 
designed and delivered Christmas cards (did you 
notice the coyote on the front?) and traditional 
candy canes to every home. And there were 

outdoor lights and decorations galore in celebra-
tion of the season.

The latest holidays are over, but already the 
Swan Lake Events Committee is ready to make 
plans for a future celebration. Due to COVID-19 
shutdowns we were unable to mark the 25th 
anniversary of Swan Lake Village. We would 
like some suggestions regarding the planning of 
this event.

Please share your ideas with Diane Sweeney, 
deesweeney78@gmail.com or Claudette Larocque, claularo9@hotmail.com
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As told to Linda Atkinson

My life began in the Victorian era, at the dawn 
of mass production. My outward appearance 

was less elaborate, bearing fewer embellishments 
and ornamentations than my custom-made ante-
cedents. Although simpler in design, I feel that I 
retained the graceful, elegant aspect of the period 
in my carved mahogany parts. I will modestly point 
out that I am one of the first pieces of furniture 
known to contain coiled springs hidden within my 
padded seat and that I also boast shorter legs for 
easier access and egress. I came into the world 
garbed in rich burgundy velvet which did make me 
feel appropriately attired, even when positioned 
amidst rococo gatherings.

For generations, I was destined to 
bear silent witness to life’s societal 
change. Either by inheritance or simple 
luck of the draw, I was introduced to all 
manner of homes.

It was in the 1920s, when designers 
were creating furniture with simpler lines 
and a more earthy feel that a descendant 
of my original owner replaced my faded 
velvet with serviceable beige chenille. 
How I despised that look! Small won-
der that I found myself demoted from 
parlor status to a library. I admit that 
I was never designed for the purpose 
of curling up with a good book, but I provided 
adequate comfort for the studious and industrious. 
Nevertheless, for many forgettable years, I was 
shuffled from room to room and from house 
to house.

Then came the ‘50s when, for some unfathom-
able reason, furniture evolved to geometric form 
and futuristic feel. Teak, chromium and leather 
teamed with polyurethane foam to create the 
transformation. Imagine my dismay when I was 
relegated to a garage-cum-storage shed. The 
ensuing forty years were, for me, truly agonizing. 
Quilted in dust, almost hidden from view beneath 
boxes and bundles; spiders and rodents my only 
living visitors, I prepared to languish in dank 
darkness for the remainder of my life.

I shall never forget the sunny autumn day in 1994 
when the garage door opened. Due to the demise 
of its owner, the property was to be prepared for 
sale. Piled to the rafters, we members of that con-
gregation of outcasts awaited the impending fate 

of disposal. Just two items were rescued from the 
massive trash bin—a melodion cabinet and me. The 
cabinet was to find a new purpose as a side table 
in a dining room. As for me, I was about to embark 
upon the adventure of my life.

The Music Chamber was to be my home for 
the next ten years. A knowledgeable upholsterer 
revived my Victorian splendor in a rich combination 
of amber, emerald and ruby brocade. The artistic 
young owner of the little retail store had chosen 
subdued hues of these colours, for walls, shelving 
and cabinetry.

The ambiance of the place imbued in me a sense 
of contentment, but it was the music—
classical, baroque, symphonic, operatic, 
and jazz—that won my soul.

Initially the curious, then the true 
devotees of the genre, visited the little 
nook on that busy street. My task was 
to offer a comfortable seat to those 
individuals who wished to evaluate 
performances magically recorded on 
devices called CDs. For those seeking 
physical and emotional comfort, I 
provided welcome respite.

For nearly a decade The Music  
Chamber resisted closure due to 
technological advancement. Distraught 

clientele delivered sad farewells to the owner, a 
few people inquiring if I might be available for 
sale. She explained that, since I had occupied a 
place in her family history for decades, her mother 
had won first claim to me.

And so, here I am, in residence at Swan Lake 
Village. (Tchaikovsky would be pleased to 
acknowledge that irony.) Although this is certainly 
no Music Chamber, it does have its moments. 
My owner’s young granddaughter loves classical 
music. On her regular sleepover visits, I delight to 
hear echoes of my most cherished former home. 
Her small brother, however, has introduced me to 
a different style of music. The melodion cabinet 
and I have both taken pleasure in getting to 
know the little boy’s “Queen.” Because of shared 
history both of us identify with “We Are the 
Champions.” However, I particularly relish “Fat 
Bottomed Girls.” c

The Chair Speaks



Brian
Slater

Who’s Who in Lakeview
The pages of Lakeview are for, about and

by the people of Swan Lake Village.
You might like to know more about some of our contributors.

After all, they are your neighbours.

Brian knew many of his neighbours long before 
they officially became his neighbours. 

When both his parents, Doug and Audrey, passed 
away, Brian, Nina and Smokey the cat moved into 
their Swan Lake home. The senior Slaters had been 
aficionados of golf, curling and bridge. Over time 
their son, Brian, had come to know Swan Lake 
residents who had shared his parents’ interests 
and many of their neighbours. Although duplicate 
bridge was never Brian’s cup of tea, he is still an 
avid golfer and was a curler for over 50 years.

Brian has always had an amazing work ethic. 
While employed by IBM, Brian Slater achieved his 
accounting degree as a CPA CMA. He subsequently 
assumed a finance position with Pickard Moving 
Company which was founded by his great grand-
father. It was in 1990 that he established his own 
accounting business.

When not impeded by COVID restrictions, Brian 
and Nina enjoy seeing family at their home on 
Augusta Drive Way. They are parents to Noella and 
David, and grandparents to nine-year-old Billy. 

Gregarious and outgoing, it took no time for 
Brian to get acquainted with his community. His 
contributions to the village are significant. During 
this interview he introduced me to many residents, 
usually by means of a touching or entertaining 
story about how he had come to know them. He 
has served on Probus (now The Village Club) as 
vice president, president, and treasurer, the latter 
position which he continues to fill. He was on the 

Music by the Lake committee and sang with The 
Swan Lake Singers. Both Brian and Nina have 
enjoyed the Diners’ Club and many trips organized 
by The Swan Lake Travel Club. In 2019 he became 
the distributor of Lakeview. And now, assuming a 
second role on the editorial board, he has become 
its chair. His organizational skills, enthusiasm and 
energy are inspirational. As he says, “You can sit 
back and watch, or you can do as much as you want.” 
It is evident that Brian wants to do a whole lot.

During his tenure as president of Probus, Brian 
made a practice of beginning each meeting by 
telling a joke. He has offered the following as a 
windup to our interview:

Harry and Sally were childhood sweethearts, and 
now in retirement had moved back to their old 
neighbourhood. One day while out for a walk they 
found themselves in the vicinity of their old school. 
When they tried the door and found it open, they 
went in and found the desk where they had carved 
their initials many years before.

On their way back home, an armored truck 
passed them and a bag of money fell out of it. They 
took it home. Harry wanted to report the incident 
to the police, but Sally said, “Finders, keepers. I’m 
going to hide this in the attic.”

The next day, the police were canvassing the 
neighbourhood in search of the missing bag of 
money. When they called on Harry and Sally, Harry 
began to tell them of the money hidden in the attic. 
Sally interrupted him with “He doesn’t know what 
he is talking about!”

The police officer turned to Harry and said, “Start 
at the beginning and tell us the whole story.” 

Harry obliged with, “As Sally and I were walking 
home from school ...” 

The officer said, “We’re out of here.”

A final note:
Brian has assured us that his story was approved 
by “the powers that be,” Nina and the boss of the 
house, Smokey. c
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by Linda Atkinson
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Holiday Spirit

Several years ago my son came to me, 
announcing that  he had just completed a 112 

mile bicycle ride.  He was training for a mara-
thon run with an eventual goal of completing an 
Ironman Triathlon, consisting of a five mile cold-
water swim, a 112 mile bike ride and a 26 mile 
marathon. All consecutive in one session.

I was flabbergasted! I couldn’t imagine what 
commitment it would take  to finish while facing 
such adversity alone: no one to cheer him on; no 
one to share his pain; or even to know what kind 
of pain he was experiencing—the pain of the long-
distance runner.

Incredible! Some years later he did, indeed, com-
plete an Ironman Triathlon in a respectable 13 hours.

About the same time, I finished my goal of walk-
ing 2,800 metres. I had faced my personal long- 
distance runner challenge, which at first glance 
could not compare with my son’s achievement.

I should explain that I have what is known as 
PAD, or Peripheral Arterial Disease. This involves a 
blockage in an artery in a limb, in my case the right 
leg. This blockage reduces or stops blood flow 
to the area, thus preventing the flow of needed 
oxygen. The result? Wrenching muscle spasm. It 

Pain of the Long Distance Runner
Commitment
by Reg Jordan

feels like the famous charlie horse you sometimes 
get when lying in bed. However, this pain lasts as 
long as you are walking.

There is no cure for PAD, but there is a possible 
lessening of the ultimate danger of stroke if you 
walk through the pain and get your body to find an 
alternate oxygen supply route. You have to walk. A 
few years ago, on my arrival in Florida, I set out and 
walked as far as I could, about 350 metres. 

I rested and returned. Then I chose a track and 
set a goal. My objective was to double that initial 
350 metres, and then to double it again, for a track 
of 1,400 metres. When I reached that target some 
weeks later, I set a new goal by doubling the first.

After some time I made it! 2,800 metres. But 
what gave me the commitment, what gave me 
the strength to endure, was the thought of my son: 
biking alone down a dusty remote road somewhere in 
Ontario; running along a trail in the forests of British 
Columbia with lungs and legs begging him to stop; but 
never stopping until he reached his goal.

What also gave me courage was watching others 
along the way walking with canes, walking with 
walkers; facing their personal long-distance chal-
lenges. They showed me the way and I thank them.

Now in Canada, I continue to maintain the daily 3,200 metres established during my earlier snowbird 
stay in Florida.
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Spencer, is a psychological drama 
and re-imagines a Royal Family 
Christmas in 1991 at Sandringham, 
one of the Queen’s residences. 
Althorp, Diana’s derelect, abandoned 
family home is situated across the field 
from Sandringham, and this brings 
unsettling memories of her childhood.

 Diana is at the breaking point because of her 
husband’s infidelity, her struggle with bulimia, the 
feeling she is being spied upon and the fact that the 
royal family has closed ranks against her.

There are a series of unfortunate examples of 
Diana’s paranoia and it is rather painful to watch 
her struggles to maintain her presence of mind at this 
family gathering. Among the positives are Diana’s 
loving attitude to her boys, William and Harry, and 
the fun and togetherness they enjoy, as she makes 
the decision to reclaim her life.

The film is shot in a series of castles and stately 
homes in Germany and features Kristen Stewart as 
Diana. Stewart’s performance and those of the sup-
porting actors are marvelous. The film’s costume 
designer was Jacqueline Duran and the costumes are 
a burst of colour as Duran replicates Diana’s style.  
The costumes are  magnificient and the scenery and 
countryside are beautiful. Many of the royal families’ 
known activities such as hunting are featured as we 
view the royals at play.

 Diana in many ways an innocent, was wise enough 
to use her role for good and help people. The film brings 
forth the question of whether her loss was a national 
tragedy. The movie, presenting many aspects of life 
among the royals, is thought provoking and dynamic. 

 With the arrival of 2022 we hope we will be able 
to enjoy our movie nights together once again in The 
Swan Club. c

MOVIE FAVOURITE
by Vida Bridgeman

Spencer

How many desperate people in 
our world today are truly at their 
wit’s end with very little hope 
for a better life?  Giller Prize win-
ner Omar El Akkad in his latest 
book, What Strange Paradise, paints a harsh but 
realistic picture of a group who have reached their 
lowest point. In an overcrowded, decrepit vessel, a 
group attempts to cross the violent, unpredictable  
Mediterranean Sea. The strangers each have their 
own reason for being in this situation. They don’t 
make it. All but one perishes. 

The one who survives is a young boy. We hear his 
story after landing, in chapters alternating with the 
story of how he got there. 

Random acts of kindness occasionally occur 
mixed with other selfish acts of desperation and 
cruelty. The wretched people who boarded the 
flimsy watercraft are pawns in a much larger scam 
of corrupt people, smugglers and black market 
hustlers. Human beings are deemed worthless and 
therefore disposable.

The judgement of many distant observers of such 
world tragedies headlined in our mass media is that 
nothing much changes, no one has solutions.  

This novel picks at one’s sensitivities about the 
disadvantaged and pricks at one’s conscience. Well 
written, this is a deeply thought-provoking story. c

BOOK REVIEW
What Strange Paradise
by Omar El Akkad, 
Winner 2021 Giller Prize
Reviewed by Jean Howard

Remembering
Patricia Diane Belanger, 
formerly 23 Wave Hill Drive
Eleanor Burgess, 80 The Boardwalk Way
Wayne Calver, 37 Celebrity Greens Way
Judy Carnaghan, 4 Warnock Green Way
Joan Piasentin, 55 The Boardwwalk Way
Noreen Reid, 
formerly 67 Celebrity Greens Way
Robert Stokes, 46 Oasis Way
George Ward, 11 Celebrity Greens Way

We’re Listening!
Send us your thoughts,

stories, ideas, pictures.

It’s your magazine.

We want to hear from you.

editorlakeview@gmail.com
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by A. Nonymous

For some time I’d been a law clerk on several 
government committees and had recently 

added a new committee to my rota. While giving 
me background information my boss suggested 
that I might want to leave a window open during 
the meeting. Well, that was confusing, especially 
as it was the middle of winter. Perhaps 
it was to let in cold air so members 
wouldn’t doze off? The committee 
was small, comprising eight upstand-
ing citizens and a chairman who just 
happened to be the Duke of N, the 
Premier Peer of the Realm. Ok, this 
could be interesting, as strangely 
enough, the gentry had never been 
part of my social circle.  

Wanting to be prepared for the 
meeting, I arrived early and was 
surprised to see a lone elderly man 
sitting at the head of the table reading 
meeting documents. He immediately 
stood up, gripped my hand and introduced 
himself as Bernie, the Duke of N. Whaaat?  
Where was the aura of privilege and regality? 
Not sure what I’d expected, but as a man of 
considerable prestige, he looked surprisingly 
normal; except for his eyebrows which looked 
like giant caterpillars.  

After a vise-grip handshake, obviously honed 
by years of attending royal galas and fancy 
meet ’n’ greets, he asked if I was a cricket 
fan. Oh no. I’d forgotten that the Duke was 
a huge supporter of the game and had a 
habit of corralling people to discuss the 
latest cricket scores. In that moment I 
made an instant decision never to mention 
that I’d prefer to watch paint dry 
rather than attend a cricket match. Luckily, 
it wasn’t a problem; the Duke was such a fan 
of the game that he just kept on talking, so 
no responses were required. No, my problem 
was trying not to laugh out loud when the 

Duke’s expressive facial movements made his 
caterpillar eyebrows bounce up and down like 
jumping jacks.    

By now everyone had arrived and settled 
down to business, but since entering the room 
I’d been very aware of a high pitched whine and 
a really awful smell. Oh no, this was not good. 

When the meeting stopped for coffee, I 
went into action and quickly found the 
source. Under the Duke’s chair was a 
large, old dog fast asleep and his snor-
ing sounded like the whine of a deflating 

bagpipe. As for the horrendous smell, 
let’s just say that the dog had a very 
bad flatulence problem. Now I knew 

why I’d been told to keep a window 
open! While it was common knowl-
edge that the Duke’s pride and joy 
was Winston, his English bulldog, 
I hadn’t realized that Winston had 

become a committee member 
(Emeritus), and was very relieved that the com-
mittee only convened every four months.  

Returning to my chair, I saw that Winston, now 
awake, was waddling towards me with the rolling 
gait of a seasoned sailor and promptly sat on my 
feet. Oh great! I discreetly shuffled my feet but 
Winston, no light weight, was having none of it, 
and refused to move. After the meeting, I force-
fully dislodged Winston, and heard him grunt in 
disgust as he rolled over and wandered off.  Now 
wearing Eau de Winston on my pants, I gathered 
my paperwork and promptly tripped over 
Winston who had repositioned himself right 
behind me.  He looked up at me with rheumy 
eyes and I thought he smiled and winked. On 
reflection, it was more likely that he had stomach 
problems and was grimacing.  

Note: Not long after that meeting, Winston 
went to the Great Dog Park in the sky and we all 
missed him. c

A True Tale of the
Duke and Winston



“In victory, you deserve champagne. In defeat you 
need it.”
—Napoleon Bonaparte, or was it Daffy Duck?

I have great respect for those of you who see the 
need to avoid plagiarism, the need for fact-checking, 
for making a story interesting beyond the opening 
bon mots. I can’t imagine having to produce an opinion 
column with fresh thoughts two to three times a week 
in our GTA media. 

Having said that, most of my info comes from 
LCBO notes, from Manjeet in our local Bur Oak LCBO 
Vintages section, and the free apps Vivino, and Wine 
Align. I  follow the wine recommendations in the Sat-
urday Toronto Star and Globe and Mail. The first thing I 
look for is  a bargain that is worth more than the price.
The second thing is a good wine circa $20. Finally, is 
a special occasion bottle that is worth the price for a 
gift, or for myself. Of course, I always enjoy company in 
the house to offer three or four opinions on a bottle of 
good stuff. I favour reds and heavier wines like caber-
nets. My wife, Jean, likes whites, but always says, “Don’t 
spend much, as I can’t tell the difference.”

This column’s focus will be on California reds. When 
it comes to winemaking, California has so much to 
explore. Most of us amateur aficionados have heard of 
Sonoma County and Napa Valley, but many world-class 
wineries throughout the Golden State have earned a 
reputation for producing premium, award-winning 
wines. Think high-quality cabernet sauvignon, well- 
balanced chardonnay, sophisticated sparkling wines 
and unique blends. 

There are many wineries in San Luis Obispo County 
on the coast. The area, with its ideal conditions for 
grape growing—lots of sunshine, warmth and cool 
ocean breezes—allows more than 100 grape varieties 
to thrive. 

J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines are from the Paso 
Robles area in San Luis Obispo County. The climate 
there is defined by long, hot, dry summers and brief, 
cool, rainy winters.

The following deserves pride of place. Louis M. 
Martini Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon (VINTAGES 
#: 232371) $39.95 sale price. May be higher by the time 
we go to press.

“One of the greatest values Cabs Napa has to offer. 
Layered, complex and stunning with upfront chocolate, 
rich black fruits and cedar in a sumptuous and elegant 
package. Balanced and structured,” We had guests 
before Christmas and they were taken with the mus-
cular, full-bodied drink. Although the price is not 
conducive to vin de table, this was a winner at our table 

in December. This was the best bottle of wine I have 
had. But it is almost $15 more than J. Lohr Cabernet!

Meomi Pinot Noir (VINTAGES #: 130138), from the 
LCBO notes “Bring the drama of the California coast 
to your next dinner party host without paying a 
dramatic price. Meomi blends grapes from three top 
areas for producing world-class, velvety smooth pinot 
noirs.” One guest, when sampling, suggested it would 
have been as good as the Louis M. Martini, had it been 
aerated. See a scholar’s note next.

Anne Marie Helmenstine, Ph.D….”Aerating wine 
simply means exposing the wine to air or giving it a 
chance to “breathe” before drinking it. The reaction 
between gasses in the air and wine changes the 
flavour of the wine. However, while some wines 
benefit from aeration, it either doesn’t help other 
wines or else makes them taste downright bad.” 

Stephen Wallace from Upper Reach wines of West-
ern Australia states…”In a sense, aerating wine mimics 
or speeds up the wine’s ageing, so effectively, giving 
you a snapshot of the wine’s cellaring potential.”

And now for something moderate.
Three Thieves, California, 100% cabernet $13.95. 

(LCBO#: 541961).
A classic California wine, Three Thieves is 100% 

cabernet sauvignon, sourced from the Monterey and 
Lodi regions. Medium-bodied and rich, with forward 
aromas and flavours of berry compote, candy and 
dried pear. The toasty and vanilla notes from ageing in 
French and American oak barrels
linger on a long and spicy finish.
One critic says, ”what a price, $13.95.
It’s worth more than that!” Have a
great 2022! Hopefully not another
lockdown for Robbie Burns or
Chinese New Year, Valentine’s or
St. Patrick’s Day. Remember those
gatherings in The Swan Club?
There are so many new residents
since March of 2020. We will
toast you in person soon.

If you have a favourite
wine, a bargain
value, a wine for a
celebration, red or
white, email me at
pjacb15m@mac.com
or call 905 471 1103. 

Enjoy!

Tips on Sips
by Paul M. Howard
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In 2022, Markham Council is expected to review 
several activities that will improve residents’ experi-
ences in Swan Lake Park.

We anticipate that the most visible change, if it 
happens, will be the remodeling of the shoreline to 
create barriers that will limit shoreline access for 
the geese with their young and removal of some 
of the tall reeds that block views of the lake. It 
is hoped that this work will be approved and 
completed in 2022.

Discussions on finalizing a long-term water quality 
plan for the lake will continue. A core program was 
approved by council, but we are seeking improve-
ments that if accepted should lead to restoration of 

the water quality. At this point the basic reaction of 
the council for a restoration goal has been one of 
indifference, but at least discussions are continuing.

The City of Brampton recently initiated two 
programs that provide an integrated environmental 
focus for their parks and lakes. We are proposing 
that Markham adopt a similar perspective for  
restoring Swan Lake and Swan Lake Park.

Markham has many solid environmental programs, 
but they are constrained by a departmental focus. 
There seems to be no one individual, or department 
with overall responsibility for pulling together an 
integrated solution.

Brampton’s approach is referred to as holistic, 
assessing the whole. 
Their Eco Park and Lake 
Enhancement Strategies 
are designed to bring 
together all elements to 
achieve integrated com-
munity and environmen-
tal objectives for their 
parks and 14 lakes. We are 
encouraging Markham to 
adopt a similar “Eco Park” 
approach leading to an 
integrated environmen-
tal plan that meets the 
community goals for 
Swan Lake and Swan 
Lake Park. 

We will need your  
support to make this a 
reality. Stay tuned! c

by Fred Peters

Adopting an Eco Park Strategy

While activities are still being curtailed, we 
hope you enjoy this trip down memory 

lane of the events and activities that brought 
so much pleasure to us all. For newer residents 
who have not yet experienced the social side of 
our village, this is a snapshot of “the way we 
were” and what we will be again.

In the December 2010 issue of Lakeview, 

Gary Pennington outlined events for the year 
ahead—more than 20! Among them were 
The Year of the Tiger Celebration, The Winter 
Olympics, Celebration of the British Isles and 
Ireland Cabaret, to name a few.

We will enjoy activities and events once again. 
In the meantime, enjoy the reminders of the past 
on the following pages. 

The Way We Were – Looking Back
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New Year’s Eve - Mardi Gras

Winter 2005

Peter Appleyard plays at Swan Lake Club – Holiday 2007

Frank Sinatra 

Impersonator

May/June 2002

The Way We Were

Outdoor Rink at Swan Lake Village
March/April 2002

Caribbean Night
June 2011

Shoestring Players of Swan Lake Present ‘The Mikado’ - January 2011

The Choir Concert – Fall 2007

Scary Night - Halloween Party
January 2003

Jazz on the Patio – September 2010

Oktoberfest
November 2012



Looking Back

St. Patrick’s Pub Night

June 2012

Rabbie Burns’ Night
Spring 2014

Chinese New Year – April 2017

Diwali – November 2018

Fashion Dazzle on Swan Lake’s Orient Express – June 2019

Wine, Cheese & Olive Tasting – September 2019
A Taste of Italy Dinner – September 2019

The 50’s/60’s Party – June 2013



Kristian 
Alexander
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Canada to migrate to a fully digital library platform 
which permanently replaces paper-based music 
parts with iPad Pro tablets made available to all 
musicians. Pages are turned with a foot pedal.

During COVID, the orchestra was fortunate to be 
able to practice. Most of the instruments are strings 
(violin, viola, cello, bass) and the players could be 
masked. There were also some band instruments 
played behind plastic dividers. 

Upcoming performances include Enigma at the 
Richmond Hill Centre on Saturday, March 12 at 8:00 
pm with Conductor Kristian Alexander and host, 
Michael Berec. There will be works by Prokofiev and 
Chopin with guest pianist Naomi Wong. Enigma 
is Elgar’s cleverly crafted composition of a theme 
with fourteen variations, each representing the 
composer’s close friends and loves. During intermis-
sion there will be a Q&A session with Naomi Wong 
and Michael Berec. 

Concerts are also planned for April 2 at Cornell 
Recital Hall; May 21 and June 24 at Richmond Hill 
Centre for Performing Arts, and June 25 at CBC 
Glenn Gould Studio. An annual performance that 
is a great way to celebrate Canada Day takes 
place at the Unionville Millennium Bandstand 
on Main Street, Unionville. This free concert 
includes music from favourite movies, Broadway 
productions and light classics under the direction 
of Michael Berec.

For details and more information, visit the KSO 
website: ksorchestra.ca c

We are fortunate to have an out-
standing symphony orchestra  

based in Markham. The Kindred Spirits 
Orchestra (KSO) has been perform-
ing to great acclaim at the Flato 
Markham Theatre, the Richmond 
Hill Centre for the Performing Arts 
and at the CBC Glenn Gould Studio 
in Toronto. Led by the charismatic 
Maestro Kristian Alexander, the KSO is enjoying 
growing popularity among York Region residents 
and continues to attract avid audiences across the 
Greater Toronto Area. 

In 2013, 2015 and 2019, the KSO was presented 
awards from the Government of Canada Awards 
Program for the “extraordinary work of the Kindred 
Spirits Orchestra promoting Canadian music and 
Canadian composers in the community, as well as 
for the orchestra’s community outreach and edu-
cational programs.” Between 2016 and 2019, the 
Government of Ontario awarded 21 members of the 
KSO for their contribution to the development of 
arts and culture in the community.

Now in their 13th season, KSO musicians are 
required to audition for the opportunity to perform 
with the orchestra. There are 40 to 50 musicians 
ranging in age from 16 to over 70.  They practice 
weekly at the Cornell Community Centre. Their 
repertoire includes composers such as 
Tchaikovsky, Shostakovich, Bizet, Ravel, Chopin, 
and Prokofiev. Wonderful soloists are featured at 
every concert. Some concerts feature 
smaller chamber music ensembles 
and others include the full orchestra.

The KSO offers a unique initiative 
to support young up-and-coming 
musicians. The Young Artists Mentor-
ship (YAM) Program gives young 
musicians the chance to sit side-
by-side with professional musicians 
during weekly rehearsals and to 
participate in all ten concerts 
given throughout the season. 
Admission to the YAM program 
is based on auditions and it’s a 
tuition-free program.

The latest news about the KSO is 
that they are the first orchestra in 

Kindred
Spirits Orchestra
by Judi McIntyre

OUT AND ABOUT



In the words of Antonio Guterres, Secretary 
General of the United Nations, at the opening of 

the COP26 Climate Summit in Glasgow, “It is time 
to say: enough. Enough of brutalizing biodiversity. 
Enough of killing ourselves with carbon. Enough of 
treating nature like a toilet. Enough of burning and 
drilling and mining our way deeper. We are digging 
our own graves.”

“None of the world’s major economies, including 
the entire G20, have a climate plan that meets their 
obligations under the 2015 Paris Agreement, despite 
scientists’ warning that deep cuts to greenhouse gas 
emissions are needed now.”(Ivana Koltasova CNN 
Sept 16 2021 2340 GMT). 

Canada has been singled out as second amongst 
a listing of  the four worst in the G20. The question 
is: Will the 2021 United Nations Climate Change 
Conference COP26 have any greater success in 
igniting nations into meaningful action than those 
of similar stripe that failed badly before?

Humans are an entity that too 
often think themselves unrelated 
to other living beings. Yes, we of all 
animal species do possess superior 
cognitive ability. One result of this is 
that we have developed technology. 
Ironically, its ballooning environmental footprint 
could help hasten our eventual downfall. Importantly, 
we often fail to realize that we, like all other living 
organisms, represent just another trial run on the on-
going billion year timeline of evolution. In this regard, 
each species, including humankind, has an origin and 
in time will become extinct. However, unlike other life 
forms, we do have some control over the length of 
the interval prior to extinction. Our ancestors evolved 
about six million years ago, but the modern form of 
humans has been around for only about 200,000 
years. Civilization as we would define it has existed 
for a period of about 6,000 years. Further, although 
industrialization has existed for the relatively minis-
cule period of 200 years, climate change has already 
reached life threatening proportions.       

Whether the UN climate change conference 

COP26 will provide any real hope that meaningful 
changes to galloping climate change will result, 
has an answer with many facets. First, the two 
serious polluters, China and Russia, failed to par-
ticipate this time. Then, the knowledge that the 
previous conferences and the most recent 2015 
conference in Paris demonstrated an ominous 
dichotomy between promises made and tangible 
results. These facts are not a good precedent for 
optimism. The treacherous behavior of vested 
interest groups in opposing stricter climate 
regulations has always been a serious problem. 
Some 60 years ago my own research-based 
experience in trying to popularize results that 
shouted dire future climate change problems 
was largely ignored by those in decision making 
positions. Even today such pressure groups form 
a very significant percentage of the total dele-
gates at COP26. 

Perhaps the most hopeful promise made 
was from the Glasgow Finan-
cial Alliance which pledged 
US $130 trillion of assets to the 
transition to a net zero carbon 
economy by 2050. The most chal-
lenging aspect of realizing such 

promises is whether politics and vested interests will 
continue to preempt dire scientific warnings. We are 
left to ponder if anything of pro-
cedural and attitudinal signifi-
cance has changed enough that 
promises will have any better 
chance of being fulfilled this 
time. Or will COP26 be as young Swedish activist 
Greta Thunberg mocked world leaders at a youth cli-
mate summit in Milan, saying that the last 30 years 
of climate action had amounted to “blah, blah, blah.”  

Despite the bleak picture that emerges from 
results of conferences prior to COP26, I feel we can 
hold the hope that this time the outcome will be 
better. As O. Carl Simonton so succinctly puts it, 
“In the face of uncertainty, there is nothing wrong 
with hope.” c

Humans are an entity 
that too often think 

themselves unrelated to
other living beings.

The Climate Change Conundrum

by Jon Van Loon

FEBRUARY 2022  c  26



FEBRUARY 2022  c  27



FEBRUARY 2022  c  28

WELCOME to three new advertisers:

BA COMPUTER REPAIR: Swan Lake resident, 
Bob Ashmore, can set up or custom build your 
computer, upgrade your hardware, remove 
viruses, or repair your iPad or laptop. I think Bob 
will find himself very busy in Swan Lake Village!

CKG DESIGN & BUILD, a full-service renovation 
company, located on Bullock Drive, designs and 
builds to match your lifestyle. Michael’s profes-
sional team will offer innovative, unique design 
solutions. Time to upgrade your home? 

LOMOTA SERVICES specializes in garden instal-
lation and maintenance. Let Lomota transform 
your property into a beautiful and welcoming 
space for entertaining or relaxing. A look at their 
website before and after photos will have you 
dreaming of springtime. 

WELCOME to three returning advertisers:

UNIONVILLE HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 
is the winner of 20 Best Business Awards for 
Markham.  Now that cold winter weather is here, 
perhaps it’s time to upgrade your furnace. Or, maybe 
you prefer to prepare for air conditioning weather. 

SIMPLE FREEDOM manufactures automated 
cabinets that come down to you at the press of 
a button. Get rid of the step stool and avoid falls. 
Ideal for Aging in Place, anyone with accessibility 
issues, or just needing extra vertical storage.  They 
use the original doors to keep the same look.

MAIN STREET LIMOUSINE, a long-time favourite 
of Swan Lakers, is known for its friendly, reliable 
service. Swan Lake residents receive special rates 
for airport and personal transportation. Time to 
head to the airport?

Advertising News
by Patricia Jones

ADVERTISING CONTACT INFORMATION
New advertisers, set-up, changes, queries, leads, endorsements:

Advertising Coordinator: Patricia Jones
ptjones@rogers.com—416 994 6962

Treasurer:  Cindy Knowles—Finance, invoicing, payment 
lakeviewmagazine9@gmail.com—905 294 8240

Payments: Via Interac, Payee: lakeviewmagazine9@gmail.com 
OR send cheque, payable to Lakeview Magazine, 
PO Box 28, 22 Celebrity Greens Way, Markham, ON  L6E 1B5

Magazine Production:  Nancy Susko, Key Cursor Inc. 
nancy@keycursor.com—416 856 5623

Size of Ad Black & White Colour

Business Card (3.625”w x 2.25”h) $280 $380 

1/4 Page  (3.625”w x 4.875”h) $440 $580 

1/2 Page (7.75”w x 4.875”h) $780 $1,080 

Full Page (7.75”w x 10”h) $2,100 

Inside Back Cover (7.75”w x 10”h) $2,600

(All above pricing is subject to 13% HST)

ENDORSEMENTS:
Have you had a particularly good experience with one of our advertisers? 
Send us a note with the details for inclusion in a future issue of Lakeview. 

THANK YOU to all the Lakeview advertisers for your continuing support!

ANNUAL ADVERTISING RATES
FOR 4 ISSUES






