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Happy 60th Anniversary
Congratulations to 
Donna and Hart 
Hartlief who 
celebrated their 
60th Wedding 
Anniversary on 
October 21, 2021

Covers
The front and back covers are paintings by 
Nigar Pilarski.

Fireworks, on the front cover, is a mixed media 
painting. 

The back cover is a painting she did to com-
memorate her daughter, Sheniz Janmohamed’s, 
latest book, Reminders on the Path. 

Read more about these two talented residents 
in this issue.

Correction
The picture of Arthur Latcham 
published in our article on the 
Markham Stouffville Hospital 
in the September 2021 edition 
was incorrect.

This is the correct photo.

They were 
married at 
Fairlawn United 
Church in 
Toronto

A large piece of the history of Lakeview is missing. 
Sherrill Pennington was editor of the magazine  
for 14 years. She first joined the Editorial Board 
shortly after moving to Swan Lake in 2000. She 
became the editor in 2003. It was Sherrill who 
first said that Lakeview is 
“a magazine for, about and 
by the people of Swan Lake 
Village.” Then she set out to 

successfully implement that vision.
As editor, Sherrill oversaw many changes. In the 

beginning, hand written articles were dropped into 
her mailbox and had to be entered into the computer. 
The magazine has come a long way since then. It has 
won awards, largely under the supervision, expertise 
and leadership of Sherrill.

The Editorial Board sends condolences to Gary and the rest of 
the family. Sherrill’s guidance played a huge part in making Lakeview 
interesting and entertaining for everyone in the village.

Rest in peace, Sherrill.

Remembering Sherrill Pennington
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There has been a bit of a nip in the air the last few 
mornings. Some places in Southern Ontario have 

already had their first taste of snow. As I write this, 
it is the beginning of November and thoughts turn to 
getting the snow tires put on the car. The change of 
seasons is very obvious. The season of sitting by the 
fireplace and reading is here. 

Not only is the season changing, but there are 
some changes at Lakeview that are happening as well. 
Audrey Buckeridge has stepped down from her 
position as Chair of the Lakeview Board. Make sure you see the article 
about her service to Lakeview. She will be missed after being part of 
the magazine for more than 17 years.

The dates for publication of Lakeview are also changing. New dates 
and deadlines are outlined and explained with a little help from Bob 
Dylan later in this issue. 

November is the month of Remembrance in Canada. There are a few 
articles on this theme. Maureen Bachetti wrote a poem that was featured 
at the Swan Lake Village Remembrance Day Service and it is published 
as part of the Lakeview coverage of that event.

The Canadian War Museum currently has an exhibition, Homage - The 
Art of Elaine Goble, that has a couple of connections to Swan Lake. The 
exhibition consists of 14 portraits of veterans and survivors of World 
War II.  One of the pieces shows Ernst and Karin Frank, residents of our 
village, and tells some of their story. The second connection is that the 
artist, Elaine Goble, is the sister of Linda Atkinson, the Assistant Editor 
of Lakeview. 

Find out which member of our community decided to jump out of a 
plane flying at 12,250 feet and has more adventurous activities planned 
for the future.

In a past issue there was an article about Sheniz Janmohamed and her 
mandalas made from natural materials. Sheniz is also an accomplished 
poet and is featured in the “Published Authors” column. Richard Pearce, 
another writer, is the subject of “Who’s Who in Lakeview.” 

Informative articles include one about the coyotes seen around the 
village, by Jon Van Loon. In another, Richard Edwards writes about the 
new room booking program that will be used when COVID restrictions 
are eased and it is no longer necessary to use TIMIFY. 

There are also stories about installing a grab bar and spending time in 
prison. The usual movie and book reviews, “Tips on Sips” and “Out and 
About” are all here. There are also a couple of updates about clubs and 
activities. 

Keep in touch, stay warm and safe.
On behalf of all of us at Lakeview, Happy Holidays and Best Wishes for 

the New Year ahead.

Table of Contents From the Editor...

Gary
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Bob Dylan said it many years ago. I doubt he meant the changes that 
are occurring at Lakeview when he wrote the song, but that is what 
I mean. At a recent board meeting, it was decided to revamp the 
publishing schedule.

There will now be one issue for each season of the year. These issues 
will be equally spaced over the year. This means that there are changes 
in due dates and distribution dates. Please check the chart below for 
the new timelines.

There are some organizational and personnel changes. Some board 
members have decided that it is time to step down. New appointments 
have started and all will be welcomed in the next issue.

Come writers and critics
Who prophesize with your pen
And keep your eyes wide
The chance won’t come again

               Bob Dylan  

These changes will include a new group of Editorial Contributors. 
This group will propose ideas, research and write articles. More infor-
mation about this group to come. c

Letters to the Editor
I would like to thank VAC for the shiny new wolf whistle 
but sadly I found that it doesn’t work. I walked around our 

lake fully prepared for a lupine encounter. Even had a pocket full of 
“projectiles.” Doggie biscuits seemed an appropriate size. Throughout 
the walk I tooted my whistle but failed to attract a single coyote, not 
one, although I did receive several strange looks from passersby who 
seemed to accelerate as we passed.
         Perhaps, like all good residents, the coyotes are registered on 
TIMIFY and I did not check their prowl time. I still have the doggie 
biscuits so I shall try again, but only after checking with TIMIFY.    
Peter Anastasiades

2022 Publishing and Production Schedule

Winter December 13, 2021 February 4, 2022 February 5 to 7

Spring March 28, 2022 May 6, 2022 May 7 to 8

Summer June 27, 2022 August 5, 2022 August 6 to 8

Fall September 26, 2022 November 4, 2022 November 5 to 7

Issue Material
Closing Date

Distribution
Start

Delivery to
Lakeview

The Times 
They are A-Changin’



Bundles,
acrylic,
2016

Khizr,
pastel,

2020

Morena,
acrylic

mixed media,
2020
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The front and back covers of this issue are 
representative of Nigar’s exceptional talent and 

love of painting. The front cover is a mixed media 
painting, titled Fireworks. The image on the back 
cover was inspired and created to commemorate 
her daughter, Sheniz Janmohamed’s new book, 
Reminders on the Path.

When Nigar was growing up in Kenya, she loved 
the resplendent, vibrant colours of the landscape 
and natural environment. Her grandfather and cousin 
were avid gardeners and had two distinct gardens; 
both were paradises with overflowing colourful 
blooms and various species of tropical trees. These 
experiences inspired her to pick up a paintbrush.  
For Nigar, painting is a form of meditation.

Nigar started painting with powder paint, as this 
was the only medium available in Kenya circa 1960. 
Since then, she has experimented with various media 
including acrylic, oil, watercolour, pastel and mixed 
media. In addition to landscape/nature scenes, she 
also creates portraits and abstracts. c

Cover Artist – Nigar Pilarski

Desert Rose,
acrylic
mixed media,
2016
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Over the summer an infor-
mal group of Swan Lake 

Village residents was formed 
to advocate for improved 
accessibility. The Swan Lake 
Village Accessibility Commit-
tee was organized by Rain 
Geiger, who, through Friends 
of Swan Lake Park, has been 
instrumental in getting the 
City of Markham to address accessibility challenges 
in the park, plus a commitment by the city to install 
new sidewalks around the traffic circle on Swan 
Lake Boulevard.

The new committee is composed of several 
villagers and a volunteer from Amica, where some 
residents have mobility issues and use canes, 
walkers, scooters, and manual or motorized 
wheelchairs. As seniors, we feel there is a great 
need for change and improvement in the curbs, 
doorways and steps around the village. Although 
Fred Peters does not have any serious mobility 
issues, he offered help in compiling a report on 
our findings. 

The committee toured the village and interviewed 
many residents and completed a report, along with 

photos to illustrate 
our findings. This 
report was sent to 
VAC recently, outlin-
ing recommendations 
that will lead to a safer 
and more accessible 
community here in 
Swan Lake Village.

Several of our 
recommendat ions 

are low cost, such as plac-
ing more benches to provide 
critical resting areas. The 
primary recommendations are 
to make the transition points 
at sidewalks and pathways 
more accessible and to 
reduce tripping hazards. 
Sanding down the current 
height of many curbs and 

adding yellow paint to highlight safe transition 
points would be helpful. Future curbs replacements 
and sidewalks could incorporate a safer design. 

Many of our residents are exasperated by 
challenging doorsteps and lack of automated 
entrance ways in our community centres and the 
management office. Proposed changes would 
entail investment, but they would be of great help.

We received a very positive response from VAC. 
They will compare our report to the legal require-
ments under AODA (Accessibility for Ontarians 
with Disabilities Act) and will also explore options 
to obtain a risk assessment report from the Rick 
Hansen Foundation, which provides measures and 
certification on accessibility.

We would be pleased to receive suggestions 
concerning further accessibility issues in our  
wonderful Swan Lake Village. If you would like 
a copy of our report or if you are interested in 
working with the committee, please contact Rain 
Geiger at grapefox@rogers.com c

A More Accessible Community
by Vida Bridgeman

Contributors (L to R) Phyllis LeRadza, Rain Geiger, 
Fred Peters, Murray Cresswell, Vida Bridgeman. 
Absent: Barb Caiger, Marilyn Leeds)
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Belted Kingfisher  Ruby-crowned Kinglet  White-throated Sparrow 

Pied-billed Grebe  Eastern Midland Painted Turtle  Chipmunk 

 

by Cindy and Don Fowler

Autumn Walks
Fall is one of the most beautiful and magnificent seasons and we have been fortunate this fall to have many 
days to walk the Village and Swan Lake Park. With sunshine and rain we both have experimented with our 
photography, trying new settings and lenses. We hope you enjoy what we are sharing, as the nature we see 
is amazing.

Northern Cardinal Downy Woodpecker
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I moved into Swan Lake 
Village in October of 2003. 

This was to be my twentieth 
home since my marriage in 
1961. I had lived in England, 
West Africa, Canada, Central 
America and three islands in 
the Caribbean.

In November of that year, 
as I was leaving for the air-
port to spend Christmas 
with my family in Taiwan, 

I spotted an expensive-looking magazine in 
my mailbox. I thought that it must have been 
delivered to me by mistake. I opened it on the 
plane, and it piqued my interest.

Several months later, I met its editor, Sherrill 
Pennington. We chatted for a while about 
Lakeview. She mentioned that people dropped 
handwritten notes into her mailbox, and that 
typing them was a difficult task for her arthritic 
hands. I volunteered to help her form those bits 
of paper into meaningful pages. And that is how 
my years with Lakeview began.

At a board meeting, I met Lorraine Williams, 
Clarice Henschel and Vida Bridgeman, three 
women whose idea it was to initiate a newsletter 
communicating items of interest to one another 
as the building site grew into a thriving commu-
nity. Through them, I was privileged to learn the 
culture of caring and communicating.

Soon after I joined the Lakeview board, we 
entered our “newsletter” into The Canadian 
Condominium Institute Best Newsletter Com-
petition. We were amazed at the favourable 
reaction to the quality and content of our 
publication and were thrilled to win the award.

I eventually became the advertising coordi-
nator of the magazine, and I was delighted to 
expand the roster of advertisers from 30 to 60. 
I took pleasure in the connection with store 
owners in Markham. Sometimes, I would pop 
into the stores to make a purchase or just to say 
hi. Ken McKenzie, the treasurer, and I worked 
together, and were of like mind in helping the 

advertisers as much as possible. They loved 
receiving hand delivered copies, which was 
another way to stay in touch. 

When David Cooper was Chair, he and his 
wife took time off to travel extensively. I filled 
in for him while he was away. Later, the Coopers 
decided to settle in Port Perry. At the end of 
David’s final board meeting, he turned to me 
and announced, “Well, you are now Chair.” 
Fortunately, the other members of the board 
were in agreement with this decision. And that 
marked a new challenge for me—one which 
I have thoroughly enjoyed. 

Through the years Lakeview has undergone 
many changes in content, layout and clarity. I 
could not have chosen a better thing to do with 
my time in Swan Lake Village. However, I have 
chosen to step down. I have had a remarkable 
journey with Lakeview. I look forward to watch-
ing its continued progress with a great board at 
its helm.

A key factor in my move to Swan Lake Village 
was the proximity I would have to the Phase 1 
tennis court (which we hope to have up and 
running next season.) How many people can 
stroll out of their house and in ten minutes be 
enjoying the social life with neighbours and 
good friends? Not a bad life.

I can sit with my feet up and look forward to the 
next delivery of Lakeview. Full circle back to the 
first copy that was delivered to my mailbox. c

It Began With a Special Delivery
by Audey Buckeridge
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Audrey was presented with a silk scarf as a 
token of the Board’s appreciation.

Dear Audrey

So, you are “retiring,” Audrey. I do have to 
wonder for how long you will “put your feet up,” 
as the saying goes. I also wonder how long it 
will be before some other project beckons and you 
will have “the bit between the teeth” again.

As we read our superb magazine and look for-
ward to the next imaginative issue, how often 
do we give a thought to the dedication and hard 
work that goes into each and every edition?

As Chair of the Lakeview Board, without a 
doubt you brought to the job your fair share 
of that dedication and hard work, together 
with your own verve, professionalism and 
capability.

Audrey, the first time I met you, there you 
were, fully immersed in the complex task of 
getting to press a photograph directory of every 
family residing in the village. An incredible 
amount of work. And how long had you been in 
the village? A matter of a few months? “In with 
both feet,” as another saying goes.

No doubt you were “doing your bit” for other 
village activities through the years. However, 
truly notable was the way in which you introduced 

your own approach to taking the reins from the 
indomitable Gerry Griffiths who had managed 
the advertisers in Lakeview. You stepped up with 
aplomb. Not only did you work tirelessly to bring 
advertising to the magazine, but, in turn, you 
took us to Main Street. You, and Gerry before you, 
were our ambassadors. Engaging personalities 
and big laughs served us and our beloved Lakeview 
well. The addition of a personal introductory chat 
page which you wrote in each edition was a useful 
feature that must have further endeared us to the 
advertisers. Your own unique touch.

Well done, my friend, as always. Enjoy your 
retirement. I’ll be watching to see how long 
before the next endeavour.

                                                 Margery

To Audrey
by the Lakeview Board

Your contributions to Lakeview have been abundant. Quick 
to credit others for innovation and creativity, it is evident 

that you possess these attributes. You have overseen the 
magazine’s many transitions, warmly welcoming new members 
to the board, and always supportive of change and growth. 

Your friend, Sue Dickenson, remarks that she would be very 
surprised if anyone in Swan Lake Village has ever been more 
involved in community activity.

In a letter to you, your friend, Margery Brown, has beautifully 
summed up your role as Chair of the Lakeview Board. The team 
now joins her in thanking you for your service and wishing you well.
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takes on this Christmas classic in a one-man dramatic 
reading. We Need a Little Christmas is an intimate 
Christmas cabaret showcasing classical and contem-
porary singers, with a grand piano accompaniment 
with a few surprises. The show will be held on Sunday, 
December 19 at 3:00 pm.

Wintersong Festival in Stouffville will be held on 
January 21 and 22. This exciting community festival 
is for families and music lovers of all ages. There 
will be a diverse lineup of indie musicians, instal-
lations, and engaging interactive experiences. This 
free event is sure to warm you up on the cold winter 
days. www.wintersong.ca

Richmond Hill has a fun drive through event. Holiday 
Nights of Lights will be held every evening until January 
3 at the Richmond Hill GO station, 6 Newkirk Drive, Rich-
mond Hill. This fully contactless drive through experience 
is sure to delight everyone. www.nightsoflights.ca

The Markham Arts Council will be continuing to offer 
some on-line events for those who are more comfort-
able staying close to home. The Art Therapy sessions 
will run until the end of January. Healing Dance ses-
sions are held every two weeks. MAC recently produced 
four documentaries on Unionville, Markham Village, 
Markham Heritage Estates and Downtown Markham. 
These are available for viewing on the website 
www.markhamartscouncil.com and YouTube Channel. 

Markham Concert Band will be livestreaming their 
Christmas Concert. Always a favourite, the band will 
perform seasonal favourites that will have your toes 
tapping. For more information, visit www.mcband.ca

A little further afield, here are more ideas. 
The McMichael Gallery is presenting Uninvited: 

Canadian Women Artists in the Modern Moment. This 
runs until January 16.  The ROM has an exhibit The Cloth 
that Changed the World running until January 2. 

And, of course, the Toronto Christmas Market 
is held at the Distillery District until December 31 
with curated vendor cabins, food cabins, buskers, 
carolers, and more. Always worth going to see the 
massive Christmas tree. c 

Happy Holidays everyone!

Are you looking for some entertainment over the 
holidays and the new year? Main Street Markham 

will be holding Light It Up, a celebration of lights, a 
holiday market and a shop local event taking place 
on Friday, December 10 from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm. 
The fully heated Holiday Market (located in the park-
ing lot of 102 Main St. N) will feature a selection of 
unique holiday merchandise and live music courtesy 
of Markham Village Music Festival. Bring a non- 
perishable food item for the Markham Food Bank. 
The first 100 visitors will receive a tote bag. Socially 
distanced Santa photos will take place outside Love 
Gelato. While you are there, walk along Main Street 
and enjoy the annual Holiday Window Decor Contest, 
Christmas carolers, winter characters for the kids, 
a photo booth and four beautiful decorative light 
installations. Merchants along Main Street will be open 
during the event for your holiday shopping needs.

Main Street Unionville will have their famous light 
displays and beautiful decorations until January. 
including the Holiday Chair, Gazebo and new Holiday 
Frame for amazing photos. Such a pretty street to 
get you into the holiday spirit. There will be a Virtual 
Afternoon with Santa on Sunday, December 5. 
www.unionvilleinfo.com

Angus Glen Golf Club will be presenting Fairway of 
Lights. After nightfall, the illuminated one kilometre 
walking path takes guests on a magical adventure 
on the North Course. There will be spectacular dec-
orations and interactive displays. Special Festival 
Nights will include Santa, live ice carving, fire enter-
tainers, princess characters and more. Open every 
evening in December except for December 25, 26, 27. 
For January dates, more information and tickets, visit 
www.angusglen/fairwayoflights

Stouffville has a few upcoming events that are 
worth visiting. The Stained Glass Centre for the 
Performing Arts, 34 Church St. N. Stouffville, will be 
presenting Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol on 
Sunday, December 12 at 7:00 pm. Zachary Mansfield 

During
the Holidays
by Judi McIntyre

OUT AND ABOUT

Main Street Unionville



I was born with a
hole in my heart.

Sheniz Janmohamed
Reminders on the Path

From the author’s note in
Reminders on the Path

I was born with a hole in my heart. A broken 
heart of sorts. Perhaps that is why I’ve always 
been drawn to Mowlana Rumi’s words: “You have 
to keep breaking your heart until it opens.”

Once, when I was little, I drew my 
heart in black crayon on a piece of 
paper and showed it to my mom, 
and asked her, “Why is my heart 
bad?” She had no adequate answer other than to 
point me to the wisdom of many faith traditions, 
from Buddhism to Sufism. I read and read, but it 
was only when I would sit down in the company 
of my own silence, and in nature that I began to 
find my own heart again.

Growing up in a 
small town outside of 
Toronto, I never felt like I 
belonged. I was the only 
brown girl in my elemen-
tary school, mocked for 
the mehndi on my hands 
and the dark, thick hair 
on my arms. I felt ashamed of who I was. It was 
when I visited my grandmother in Kenya that I 
finally sensed relief and belonging. I can recall the 
small-town surroundings with murram roads and 
paper-thin bougainvillea, the Kakamega Forest 
and heavy rains, and late night conversations 
about politics that I wasn’t supposed to hear. Part 
of me knew that I didn’t belong there either, but 
it was easier to push that thought away in the 
company of my Nanima. We bonded over old 
Bollywood songs and drank numerous cups of 
chai as she recalled for me her track and field 
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record in school and indulged in wistful remem-
brances of my late grandfather, who I lovingly 
called Papa.

My ancestors emigrated to Kenya from Kutch 
and Gujarat, India, in the late 1880s. My parents 
and grandparents were born in Kenya. I had 

never been to Kutch or Gujarat, 
and have no remaining family in 
India. When I visited India for the 
first time, my Hindi had a North 

American accent and immediately betrayed 
me. I only have glimpses of my ancestors’ 
lives through my dad’s vivid recollections and 
detailed family tree and Papa’s written accounts 
of his pioneering father and grandfather. I 
began to ask myself how to own my own story, 
as a woman of many intersections and privileges, 
as a descendent of women whose stories I may 
never know.

The collection of poems in this book honour 
this sense of unknowing and seeks to explore the 
relationship between the journey of my ancestors 
and my own journey as a settler and third 
culture kid. It is rooted in the language of nature 
and place, from the desert terrain of Kutch to the 
Rift Valley in Kenya to the deciduous forests of 
Turtle Island. These places have grounded me in 
the realities of the present, even if some belong 
to the experiences of the past.

There is a Zen quote that says, “Fall down 
seven times, stand up eight.” Perhaps this is all 
I need to know. How to get up again and again, 
attend to the present, and remember that making 
and taking a path is a choice. A choice of taking 
one step after another, even when I don’t know 
where the path ends. c

In its September 2020 issue, Lakeview introduced its 
readers to Sheniz Janmohamed. The image of her “jewel 

sufi” mandala graced the front cover of the magazine, and an article within 
its pages told of her many talents and accomplishments.

In her latest book of poetry, published by Mawenzi House, Sheniz 
discloses to her readers just how this work came to be. Who could better 
explain it than the author herself?
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by Jake Dorner

by Cindy Fowler

by Richard Edwards

Rolling Again

Swimming

Tai Chi Returns

Swan Lake 
Ladies’ Golf 2021
by Maureen Bachetti

Although a slower and less populated train, 
billiards is picking up the pace.

A few regulars are back and taking advantage 
of the fun associations and  the camaraderie once 
again. A few new players have attended as well.

It does require a little more red tape because of 
COVID-19 restrictions, but if you want to play, it 
can happen.

You don’t want to sit on your cue case through 
a long, cold winter. Be sure to heat things up with 
a visit to the billiards room.

Get the details from Jake Dorner, 905 294 5110, 
or Steve Riesberry, 289 554 1434.

Tai Chi sessions returned to The Swan Club in late 
September after a hiatus of almost two years. The 
108 move Taoist set was performed without hesi-
tation by the group—well almost. A testament to 
our memory! If health regulations allow, I expect 
to start a new beginners class in early 2022. Watch 
for an eblast!

Another pleasant season of golf is now behind us, 
celebrated with a lovely lunch on the upper deck 
of Spring Creek clubhouse. Although, we were 
only a dozen participants, having been rained 
out the previous week and losing a few ladies 
to a pickleball tournament, we enjoyed another 
beautiful day of golf, friendship, and delicious 
food. As always, we anticipate increasing our 
numbers next year, and we cordially invite other 
female golfers to join us.  

For further information, please feel free to 
call Lynda Skeoch at 905-294-6582 or Maureen 
Bachetti at 416-722-3791.

Photos by Cindy Fowler

L to R: Margaret Cunningham, Joan Cartan, Donna Mallett, 
Lynda Skeoch

L to R: Lynda Cohen, Diane Sweeney, Sharon Quartarone, 
Mary Jo McCartney

Village Activities

September brought several changes to The Swan 
Club pool when the sessions ended at The Gardens 
outdoor pool. Thirty-one lane swimming sessions 
and seventeen leisure swimming sessions were 
set up. To accommodate the changes, the aquafit 
groups reworked their schedules. Sessions were 
shortened and supervisors were added. Thanks 
to Sue Riesberry and VAC and to those who 
assisted behind the scenes, we  will enjoy swimming 
through winter to summer.
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by Peter Anastasiades
The Palette Club

Members of The Palette Club have been dispos-
sessed of our home in The Swan Club for almost 
two years. We have been confused with an exer-
cise group of similar name. We have been told our 
activities are more dangerous than those of a few 
thousand crazed fans sitting in close proximity, 
quaffing beer and yelling in a stadium. We must 
register weekly, like some errant criminals out on 
day pass.

   Notwithstanding those tribulations, the club 
has again been meeting twice a week in The Gar-
dens, Wednesdays and Thursdays, 10:00-noon. 
We even have two new members, Terry Harding 
and Dennis Rice, and we still have room for more.

What a Year for Pickleball

In the spring of this year our courts received a 
makeover. Not only were they resurfaced but we 
went from two to three courts. This means that 
12 people can play at the same time. Thanks to 
TIMIFY, we were allowed 20 people plus one 
supervisor to sign up for each of our two hour slots 
on four different days. We also had one evening 
for new players and those that wanted to improve 
their skills. Thanks to Fred and Ren for their help 
running these sessions.   

Martin Silver receiving 
plaque from Sue Brown

We had a great year end tournament in 
September with 26 players signing up. We 
followed up with a pizza lunch outdoors, thanks 
to Lillian and Kuo. Martin Silver was the winner.

A great big “thank you” to everyone involved, 
Ren, Mari Lin, Brenda, Martin, Anne and Art and 
Sue. We have a great 
pickleball family.

It is a remarkable reflection of artistic resilience 
that the group’s creative urges have not been 
extinguished. Even now, we at times are displaced, 
as the room is required for other functions while 
The Swan Club remains largely empty.

For information, please contact me at
anastasiades7@icloud.com

Peter Anastasiades

Terry Harding Gayla Halkusis Jim Lyle

by Sue Brown



The Legacy Peace Garden has been prepared for 
the winter with the planting of some bulbs and 
drought-resistant perennials. A special thank you 
to Jo-Anne and David Blinn for their assistance. 
The lack of a nearby sprinkler head is an ongoing 
problem. New members for The Garden Club are 
needed in the spring so we can accomplish more. 

Since we are told “hope springs eternal,” we shall 
hope for a great spring and more garden helpers.

The Garden Club
by Peter Anastasiades

Line Dancing
by Diane Sweeney

Line dancing on Tuesday mornings has been fun. 
The weather was warm (thank you, October!) 
enabling us to dance outside in front of The Swan 
Club. Sometimes there were only four of us, but, 
occasionally walkers along the street came and 
joined us. 

The music is as loud as we can make it to compete 
with the noise of the Melfer workers. However, 
it has been fun and the dancers are showing 
definite improvement in their mastery of the steps. 
We dance to a variety of tunes, some very simple 
and others a bit more challenging. We exercise 
both our bodies and our brains, all the while sharing 
fun and laughter. It has been pleasant exercis-
ing outdoors and we plan to continue until the 
weather tells us it’s time to go inside. If you are 
interested in joining us, please contact me.

Thank You Cindy

Food Bank Drive
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by Kathy Morgan

On October 13, 2021 
the Swan Lake Events 
Committee sponsored 
a food bank drive. 
This was the first since 
October, 2019.  Since 
COVID-19 is still with 
us, we set up in  The  
Swan Club parking lot. As predicted, the village 
residents were extremely generous with food 
donations and a collection of $6,810. Very 
impressive, and much appreciated. 

There are still many folks who live below the 
poverty line and who rely on the services of The 
Markham Food Bank. We normally do this drive 
twice a year.  The next one will be in the spring 
of 2022. We may even be able to hold it in the 
vestibule of The Swan Club as in times past. Well 
done everyone. Thank you.

Cindy Fowler was 
pleasantly surprised 
by a well deserved gift 
from some of The 
Gardens Pool swimmers 
at the end of the 
season.

Many, many thanks 
for all your hard work 
and commitment Cindy. 

by Robert Arthurs,
Property Manager, First Service Management

Management Notes

•   At the beginning of November, Steve Arkoudis 
started as the Assistant Property Manager 
representing both VAC and YRSCC #1217. 
Welcome Steve.

•   Lawn maintenance is over for the year, and winter 
snow clearance and maintenance has begun.

•   Snow accumulation of more than two inches will 
be cleared at the end of the storm.

•   Driveways and walkways will be cleared, and 
rock salt applied to prevent ice accumulations, 
provided that vehicles are not parked in drive-
ways/walkways during snow clearing operations.

•   Because of safety and insurance requirements, 
owners cannot opt out of salting. 

•  Equipment with blue lights have the right of way. 

•   The blue or amber light means stay back. 
The drivers may not be able to see you.

•   Be patient around snow ploughs. Take a 
different route around working snow ploughs, 
even if that means turning around. Stop at least 
100 feet away (about two houses). Wait until the 
machine operator has made eye contact with 
you. Be aware of reduced visibility. Do not pass 
between snow ploughs in tandem.
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As you probably read in Lakeview, the village 
is implementing a new online calendar. 

At the time of writing, (early October) we are 
limited to small numbers in our clubhouses 
and until we are allowed to resume our regular 
activities, the new calendar will not be activated. 
Therefore, we will continue to use TIMIFY for 
room bookings and contact tracing. Unfortu-
nately, we cannot give a date when the new 
calendar will go live as it is dependent on the 
re-opening of our facilities and the resumption 
of normality.

First though, a big thank you to Don Fowler 
who many years ago wrote the calendar pro-
gram that was used to book and keep track of 
our many activities and events. Not only did 
Don develop the program, but he also hosted 
it on his own server at no cost to us. Don can 
now fully retire from his hosting duty as well as 
retiring his program.

Along with the rest of the world, we have 
progressed since those days and now much of 
our information flows through our website. The 
new application is a web-based product with 
many features that meet our current needs. The 
application is very simple to use, and to give you 
an idea of what to expect, a brief description is 
included below.

The calendar accommodates all four 
clubhouses, each room in those clubhouses 
(23 in total) and outdoor spaces (pickleball, 
tennis etc.). 

The bookings have been categorized as 
follows:

by Richard Edwards

A mini version of the calendar will be presented 
on the Welcome page of the Swan Lake website. 
It is fully interactive, and will allow navigation 
to any date. By clicking on a specific date, 
everything that is taking place on that day will be 
displayed. Each booking will have all relevant 
information linked to it.

New Online Calendar

 ACTIVITIES BOARD & COMMITTEE BOARDWALK
  MEETINGS ELEVATORS
 CLUBS EVENTS PRIVATE EVENTS

A full-size calendar 
will also be available 
which, based on your 

interest, can show everything, or a specific type 
of booking (i.e., an ACTIVITY or COMMITTEE 
MEETING etc.) and/or specific location (Swan 
Club, Art Room, Greens Meeting Room), by the 
day, week, or month. Simply click/touch the 
down arrow in the heading (see example) to 
select the type. The same applies to the room 
choice. Multiple selections are also available, 
and everything updates in real time.

Other views will 
be available to show 
a summary such as, 
ACTIVITIES, EVENTS 
or BOARD MEETINGS.

For anyone wanting to know what is happen-
ing in the village i.e., if there is a yoga class, 
who to contact about bridge, it will all be here. 
Simply use the search function. For those 
wanting to book any room, including private 
functions in The Gardens, this is the first place 
to look. Check the availability first, before 
making a request.

Stay tuned for the release date! c
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Elaine Gooderham, head of security, is known 
by the residents of Swan Lake Village for her 

friendly, accommodating manner as she responds 
to their calls. Working alone 
within walls of the tiny gate-
house, she efficiently manages 
all the important behind-the-
scenes aspects of her position 
while deploying welcoming 
greetings, concise directions, 
and more than a few wry jokes. There are residents 
who may conclude that this insular way of life ex-
ists outside the physical confines of her job. They 
would be wrong.

Elaine has never approached life in a small way. 
Her dreams and aspirations have always been 
far-reaching. It was at the CNE, when she was 
seven years old, that she spotted the spectacular 
performance of a skydiver and determined that 

she would some day do that. On her way to the 
sky, she tackled many challenges, among them, the 
EdgeWalk atop the CN Tower. 

But then life encroached upon her plans. In January 
of 2018, she was diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes. 

Learning to cope with this physical condition is 
an arduous task. However, for Elaine it kindled the 
fierce determination to “live life and own it.” She 

set about crossing items off a 
checklist. For instance, not long 
after her diagnosis, she climbed 
Arthur’s Seat, the ancient vol-
cano which is the main peak of 
the group of hills in Edinburgh.

She was so busy tackling other 
challenges that she almost forgot her childhood 
dream. Then, while scrolling through Facebook one 
day last spring, Elaine discovered Skydive Toronto. 
In June she made her initial foray into the wild 

blue yonder. She likes to say that her first jump 
was without a parachute. (It was a tandem jump 
with someone else in control.) In the plane and 
harnessed up, she was ready to go. The altimeter, 
at her first glance, registered 2,000 feet. Butter-
flies did not invade until the plane reached 8,000 
feet, whereupon she stopped watching. The climb 
continued to 12,250 feet. Assuming the prescribed 
banana arc, or as Elaine calls it, the “Superman pose,” 
the pair left the plane in tandem. It seemed that they 
spiralled about 150 times (probably more like 15) 
before she could make her partner understand there 
was a distinct danger that she would be ill. In such 

Out of the Blue
by Linda Atkinson

Look! Up in the sky. It’s a bird. It’s a plane. It’s Super Lainey!

The altimeter, at her first 
glance, registered 2,000 feet. 

Butterflies did not invade 
until the plane

reached 8,000 feet.
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a situation, “throwing up” would literally be throw-
ing upwards. The spiralling ceased. The remainder 
of the 15 minutes in the air were blissful, and the 
landing was perfect. The adventure left Elaine 
determined to do a solo jump soon.

In September, on the windless, cloudless day 
prescribed for such action, she prepared to achieve 
that goal. Prior to the jump, her cousin had deliv-
ered memorable words of encouragement. “Don’t 
worry if the chute doesn’t open. You’ve got the rest 
of your life to fix it.”

This time the butterflies were greater. Sections 
of an actual plane had been incorporated into the 
teaching process. She repeated over and over in 
her mind the instructions for exit. Yup! She made it 
out of the plane. Now, for the parachute part. Make 
sure it deployed, then flare the chute twice. Did it 
deploy? Does it look right? Or, from the coach on 
the ground, “Is it there? Is it square?” Yup! Every-
thing was good. Following a radioed instruction, 
she turned right, turned left, did this, did that. 
She was jubilantly thinking, “I own the world!” 
However, landing on the world (knees bent and 
feet together) was slightly troublesome, in that 
one leg had forgotten how to move. Although not 
pretty, it was a safe landing.

Elaine hopes to do a marathon in Athens next 
year, belatedly marking, due to COVID-19, the  
100th anniversary of the discovery of insulin.

Her plans do not stop there. They include hang 
gliding, then piloting an ultralight aircraft, a glider, 
and finally, an airplane. 

The residents of Swan Lake Village should no 
longer expect to spot Elaine at the main gate only. 
They should occasionally scan the heavens.

Look! Up in the sky. It’s a bird. It’s a plane. It’s 
Super Lainey! c

Why Worry?
by Tony Murphy

I’ll bet, a hundred years ago, that folks 
were just like me, 
With all the joy and heartache and of 
that, you will agree
They’d toss and turn in bed all night
Until the morning’s first ray of light
And things would likely turn out right . . .
So why worry?

I’ll bet, a hundred years ago, that money 
brought them woe
Working dawn to dusk each day to make 
a nest egg grow
 What good is all that money now? 
That caused the wrinkles on their brow?
 It matters very little now, 
So, why worry?

I’ll bet, a hundred years ago, that just like 
us, I’m told
They’d lost a fair amount of sleep 
because of growing old
But, like those folk of yesteryear
Our youth will also disappear 
As time will take it, never fear . . .
So, why worry?

I’ll bet, a hundred years ago, some child 
would give them grief
Just because he stole a cookie, would he 
now become a thief? 
I’ll bet those children turned out fine
Became our parents, yours and mine
From whom we thought the sun to shine . . .
So why worry?

I’ll bet, a hundred years ago, they fretted 
over dying
And ulcerated their poor tummies, 
gnawing, stewing, crying
And where are all those folk today? 
The Lord has taken them away
Are you listening when I say . . .
Don’t worry!
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by Jon Van Loon

They look like coyotes. They 
behave much like coyotes, 

but they are not coyotes. How 
can that be? A wide rang-

ing research program by a group of geneticists in 
1990 discovered that all animals in Ontario that 
we call coyotes are actually a coyote/wolf hybrid 
and should properly be termed coywolves.  The 
main differences are that the coywolf is about 35% 
heavier, has stronger jaws and is therefore capable 
of harming animals as large as small dogs.  Despite 
these differences overall, coywolves’ behavior pat-
terns are not much different than those of coyotes. 

Thus, to avoid confusion, the 
term coyote will continue to be 
used in this article.

Recently a plethora of warn-
ing signs have appeared around 
Swan Lake Village, bearing im-
portant instructions on how to 
react if confronted by coyotes. 
A letter from VAC landed in 
my front door mailbox which 

included a bright shiny red whistle and a pamphlet 
from Coyote Watch Canada. The missive from VAC 
begins with what has been done so far to lessen this 
problem, all of which seems to have met with little 
success. This is followed by “What we need to do 
going forward.”

I wish to expound my view on something that 
has so far been missed or disregarded, and which 
could be decisive in going forward.

It seems clear to me that coyotes did not 
wander here just to annoy our residents. So, why 
are they here?

 Our dog Synammon, now deceased, spent much 
of her daily energy foraging for food, begging un-
der the table at meal time and ferreting around 
sources of garbage.  Since both dogs and coyotes 
are canines, could it be that Swan Lake Village has 
a source of food attractive to coyotes?

Coyotes eat a variety of items, from garbage 
to small mammals, including cats and small dogs.  
In particular, they favor small rodents such as 
mice, voles and rabbits. The two most important 
requirements of these vermin are food and shelter, 
both amply provided here in our village. The most 
obvious of these, rabbits, are seen fairly frequently.

Bird feeders provided one good source of food 
for these small mammals. Recognition of this fact 

by VAC brought about a ban of bird feeders some 
years ago. Despite the lack of this food source, a 
plague of small animals still lives under decks in 
many of our yards.  Voles, mice and rabbits can live 
happily eating ordinary plant material.

 We moved into 
Swan Lake Village 
18 years ago, and 
our house, like 
many others, came 
with a deck.  Early 
on, in our Swan 
Lake tenure, our back yard was infested by the 
above-mentioned vermin, and we realized that 
beneath our deck was the perfect home for these 
pests. Thus, with permission, we had our deck 
removed and replaced by flagstone. When a 
frontend loader lifted the deck in one piece, we 
were not surprised to see a plethora of small 
creatures running away in all directions.

Despite my entreaties to VAC as early as 2014 
regarding the decks, in which the reply was: “Great 
minds think alike. To resolve the first home deck 
invasion, we had to sink metal screening under-
ground around the deck. Removing decks is a 
good, but costly idea.” In general, nothing has been 
enacted to modify decks to prevent small creature 
egress.  In a survey of a large representative group 
of decks, I noted a few instances where measures 
had been installed in an attempt to block access 
to vermin. Even in cases where wire screening 

was employed, only rabbits would be blocked, 
the mesh size being too large to block the rest.  
Providing better preventative measures through-
out the village to reduce the prime shelter for 
coyote fodder should be a much-needed step 
in our coyote reduction strategy. I respectfully 
suggest that VAC seriously consider this in their 
“what we need to do going forward” category. 

Of course, it is not just Swan Lake village that 
suffers from the coyote problem; they are also 
widely abundant beyond our borders. However, if 
we were to vastly reduce their main food supply 
here, I suggest that a very significant reduction in 
coyote numbers would result. c

No Coyotes?



Introducing
Richard
Pearce

Who’s Who in Lakeview
The pages of Lakeview are for, about and

by the people of Swan Lake Village.
You might like to know more about some of our contributors.

After all, they are your neighbours.

Richard Pearce has made many contributions to 
life in Swan Lake Village. He and his wife, Phyllis, 
have organized wonderful Monday morning walk-
ing tours; he is known as the “weed master” of the 
butterfly garden; he has acted as a swim supervisor 
during COVID-19 restrictions. However, it is his 
gifts to Lakeview which merit special recognition. 
For the magazine he has written many stories and 
poems, has conducted interviews and has done 
investigative research. Most significantly, it is 
Richard who was instrumental in encouraging 
people to write stories about themselves—about 
their memories, their accomplishments, their spe-
cial interests. When invited to share information 
about himself for this article, his response was 
written in his own unique style.

Why I Write
by Richard Pearce

I have always liked writing. I write because writing 
captures my view of things. It communicates part 
of who I am to others and it also clarifies who I am 
for myself. 

When I was 12, I wrote a poem about a clown. 
In the last stanza I say, “The masquerade, not 
unlike ourselves. Has fears and cares and worries, 

too. But who will make him laugh?” Later, at 14, 
I won a contest for a composition about nature. 
I remember one line: “The grey clouds hang over-
head in the tall pines.” 

It’s true that the above two samples would make 
it seem that I have a melancholy disposition. 

I write otherwise, too.  When our children were 
small, I wrote Christmas stories every year.  This 
year with our grandson, Miles, I wrote a 13 page 
book about two dinosaurs, Rudy and Blue. 

The ironic thing is that I have written more 
stories and poems than ever in a relatively short 
period of time, 120 stories and a few poems in 
the last four years. For many years my time as 
an English teacher was spent in encouraging stu-
dents to write, and then reading and evaluating 
their stories.  Four years ago, I was inspired to 
write again when I joined a writers’ group. Often, 
when I write, I look back.  There is one story I 
would like to tell you because it brings into focus 
for me one of the aspects of my relationship with 
my mother.

We’re at the cottage on a summer’s day. My 
mother does the dishes in a rubber container at 
the window of our cottage in front of me.  I am 
on the grass and slip something out of the pail by 
my feet.  I run up the stairs and into the kitchen 
and drop a crayfish into her soapy water.  She 
screams and shakes the crayfish from her finger.  
Later, she laughs.

The next day, I am lying on my stomach on the 
beach. My mother returns from the water holding 
something.  She drops two leeches on my back.  I 
dance about and she removes the leeches.  I think 
she has done a “cool” thing. 

Most of my stories, directly or not, are now 
about family and help me, at this stage of my life,  
to understand my past. I do believe that under-
standing our pasts helps us project a trajectory 
into the future. c
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The 25th and most recent 007 
movie stars Daniel Craig in his 
last role as the magnificent 
British Agent 007, James Bond. 
Craig portrays Bond with skill 
that gives power and range to 
the 007 franchise. The movie 
was delayed 18 months by the 
pandemic, but when tickets went 
on sale in Britain, the multi chain  

Vue reported taking as many bookings within 24 
hours as it had for Spectre over the course of its entire 
opening month in 2015.

The movie begins as Bond visits the grave site of his 
former romantic partner with his new love. They are 
ambushed there by Spectre agents, and a crazy car 
chase follows. Thus begins a convoluted plot in which 
we find Bond, five years later, enjoying his retirement 
in a hideaway in Jamaica. Bond is approached by his 
old friend and CIA agent, who needs help in tracking 
down a kidnapped British scientist. Bond realizes his 
hard won retirement is over.

The evil Safin and his scientific stooges have hatched 
a global threat in a laboratory on a remote island. A 
biological weapon designed to infect and kill millions 
of people, individually targeted by their DNA strands. 
The fun begins and Bond commences his big chase. 
Craig makes fighting look effortless. Bond may be a 
relic of the cold war, but the charm and loyalty to the 
original concept continue to make the 007 franchise 
extremely popular.

The film presents a powerful conclusion to a 
journey that began four films and 15 years ago. An 
action packed finale for Craig. A must see movie. 
Some viewers did not like the ending—so you must 
watch it and decide for yourselves.

Hope to see you at the Movies in The Swan Club 
once again soon.                                       

MOVIE FAVOURITE
by Vida Bridgeman

No Time to Die

World War II historical fiction 
novels abound, but a few are 
truly enticing. Author Kate Quinn 
captured my attention in The 
Alice Network, so I knew I was in 
for something riveting with her newest book, The 
Rose Code.

Although many women contributed to the war 
effort, this book focuses on the codebreakers of 
Bletchley Park and in particular the role of three 
women, Mab, Osla and Beth, who immersed them-
selves in efforts to decode encrypted German 
communications. The fictional characters are based 
on real life people who live through multiple histori-
cal, personal challenges. The three main characters 
form a close friendship. Running throughout every 
aspect of their lives is the deep commitment to 
secrecy, lest any data be revealed, intentionally or 
accidentally, to jeopardize the mission. The reader 
receives a clear view of wartime.

A traitor in their midst is suspected early on, 
in spite of the commitment to secrecy. This chal-
lenges the atmosphere of trust, and fractures the 
bond among the three women, with dire conse-
quences. The energy in the novel propels the reader 
to quickly turn the pages, feeling the risks involved 
in such a delicate but bold enterprise. The three 
women’s individual and intertwined lives hold the 
reader’s complete attention. I felt riveted to this 
book, wondering how it might resolve multiple 
dilemmas of this secret endeavour.

BOOK REVIEW
The Rose Code
by Kate Quinn
Reviewed by Jean Howard
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Remembering
Eleanor Burgess, 80 The Boardwalk Way, 218
Brian Girdwood, 55 the Boardwalk Way, 210
Lucille Houghton, 80 The Boardwalk Way, 416
Betty Jakubcsik, 80 The Boardwalk Way, 317
Phil Locke, 36 Oasis Way
Don Paton, 9 Wood Duck Way
Sherrill Pennington, 107 Lakeside Vista Way
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by Bruce McIntyre

To feel more secure, my wife bought a $40 grab 
bar, and asked me to install it on the wall of the 

master bathroom shower. We had recently reno-
vated the bathroom and chose a very nice porce-
lain tile for the walls and the floor.

How difficult could it be? Drill four little 3/16 inch 
holes, four 3/16 inch screws, and bada bing!

Did I mention that the tiles are made of 
porcelain? We chose porcelain because it is highly 
durable, extremely hard and dense, resists wear, 
scratching, chipping, cracking and it’s waterproof.

The first step in mounting this grab bar 
was to find the metal studs behind the 
tiles. The Zircon stud finder was just the 
ticket and we found it at Home Depot for 
just $44.99.

Once the studs were located, we 
marked where the holes needed to be 
drilled. Fortunately, Canadian Tire had 

a sale on the DeWalt DCD771CZ 20V Lithium-ion 
Compact Drill for $129.00.

Milwaukee Tools had a 
cordless drill bit kit for 
$66.99 and we thought 
we were ready to begin. 
But unfortunately, por-
celain tiles are immune 
to wood, metal, glass, 
ceramic and masonry 
drill bits. Luckily, we only 
wasted $23.49 on these.

Back to Home Depot. A 
representative there sug-
gested the Diablo Car-
bide Tip Bit for only $11.89. 
Everything was ready, so 
I put the new carbide bit 
into the drill and started. 
“Not so fast, Grasshopper.” 
Do you think I could get 
that hole started? Not a 
chance. The bit wanted to 

go anyplace on the tile except where the stud mark 
was. But not to worry because my son knows all 

about this stuff. I called him for help and he came 
right away.

He lives in the High Park area of Toronto and the 
most direct way to get here is by using Highway 
407 ETR. The toll charge is $42.00. Nevertheless, 
he arrived with the whole family, and would be 
happy to stay for dinner, thank you very much.

Back into the bathroom and he was able to start 
the hole well enough so that the bit didn’t skip all 
over the place. After 10 minutes of drilling, he was 
about 1/16 inch deep into the 1/4” tile and the bit 
seemed pretty worn. After 20 minutes of drilling, 
the battery on the drill died, and the bit was as 
sharp as an old piece of chalk. Back to Home Depot 
while the battery charged, for another bit, with 
a stop at the grocery store for food for dinner. 
We started the second hole with the new bit and 
after 20 minutes had the same result. We were 1/16 
inches deep with a drained drill battery. 

Thank goodness for Google and YouTube. Here 
we found out what porcelain tiles do like are 
Milwaukee Tools Diamond Plus bits for $21.93. 
Back to Home Depot to buy diamonds! We started 
the remaining two holes with the new bit and man-
aged to get the first two 
holes completed before the 
bit gave up and the drill 
battery died again. Back to 
Home Depot for another 
bit, and two battery charges 
later, we were through. So 
was the fourth drill bit. 

As you can see, the $40.00 grab bar is firmly 
installed for only an extra $332.00 or $83.00 a 
hole. That doesn’t include the ETR tolls, food for 
dinner, gas or HST. I’m hoping my wife doesn’t 
ask for dimmer switches next. c

How Much Does a 
3/16 Inch Hole Cost?
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My father always said that one 
day I’d end up in prison—and he 

was right!  However, going to prison 
was all part of my new duties when 
I was assigned to accompany the 
county’s chief parole officer, Miss 
W, to her meetings with the parole 
board. The board met monthly to 
review job placements for those 
prisoners already out on parole and, 
yes, the meetings were held in the 
county prison. 

Having picked up my prison pass, 
I rushed off to meet the formidable Miss W, who 
scared the heck out of me. Miss W was very tall, 
thin as a broomstick, and had eyes that bored into 
one’s brain. She had a mass of wiry grey hair, and 
when the wind blew, it stuck out at odd angles, 
thus earning her the nickname 
Medusa. We marched in silence 
up the hill—I, breathless and 
panting, trying to keep up, while 
Miss W looked as if she could 
casually walk up Mount Everest carrying a Sherpa 
on her back without breaking a sweat. 

The prison, a formidable stone fortress built in 
1835, loomed large and gloomy before us. Striding 
up to the massive iron door, Miss W pressed the 
intercom. I almost expected Herman Munster to 
appear, and was relieved when a small wooden 
door at the side swung open, revealing a guard 
who showed us into an inner courtyard which was 
surrounded by barbed wire. Our prison passes 
were examined and our names ticked off his 
visitor list. Then the door slammed shut behind us 
with an echoing clang.  

Shivers ran up my spine as Miss W’s gimlet 
eyes watched me.  Clutching my briefcase and 
a box of files, Miss W and I walked through a 
maze of floor-to-ceiling locked metal gates until 
we came to a tiny windowless room, painted in 

Doing Prison Time
A True Tale of

by A. Nonymous

a depressing shade of institutional 
green. I was briefly introduced to 
the parole board members, and, 
Miss W, not one for idle chit chat, 
quickly got down to business. Every 
file was carefully reviewed and com-
ments noted, but one parolee’s pho-
tograph really caught my attention.  
It was the usual prisoner booking 
photograph, front and side views, 
but he was actually smiling into the 
camera!  He was short with a portly 
build and looked like a happy cherub 

with blond curly hair.  However, according to 
his file, he was definitely not a cherub, but an 
elderly accountant who’d been laundering money 
for mobsters since he was in his twenties and 
had been in and out of prison throughout his 

“career.” Interestingly enough, 
when last paroled, he’d been 
hired by a local charity shop to 
“do” their books.  Say whaaaat?

 As this was my first day, 
and being unfamiliar with prisons (despite 
my father’s prediction), I found the strong 
smell of industrial disinfectant and the high 
noise level a bit overwhelming. As well, our 
meeting was constantly interrupted by loud 
bells, followed by the sound of many foot-
steps and clanging doors.  In my imagination 
the only thing missing was the sound of metal 
mugs being dragged back and forth across 
cell bars.  However, after a number of months, 
the meetings became easier, and I was no 
longer bothered by the clanging metal gates or 
worried about being left behind and locked up 
with the inmates! Even so, with Miss W’s eyes 
following my every move, it might have been 
only a matter of time . . . .

But, thinking back, and after all is said and 
done, my first day in prison wasn’t too bad! c  

Shivers ran up my spine 
as Miss W’s gimlet
eyes watched me.
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by Maureen Bachetti

Summer green has disappeared 
And autumn’s hues have come and gone 
Winter’s white is on the cusp 
The blue skies turn to softer grey. 

Somewhere in the heart of men 
War cries still are sadly heard 
We shake our heads and wonder why 
And forever mourn our maimed and dead. 

November eleventh, we remember each year 
And honour with praise our soldiers all 
But they themselves are humbly silent 
Of painful atrocities to recall. 

Still blood-red images abound 
In books, in films, in evening news 
Man’s inhumanity to man remains 
Despite the cries and desperate hues. 

Why do we remember year after year 
To pay homage to our fallen kin? 
Why the wreaths, the poppies, the monuments? 
Why the reminders of such horrible deeds? 

The questions must be ever asked 
The answers must be also clear 
We thank them for their bravery, 
their heroic sacrifice 
In standing firm for our country free. 

Each November 11th, we remember. 
We thank them. We salute them.

by Madeleine Nevins

Residents of Swan Lake Village gathered at the 
Peace Garden to pay tribute to the men and 

women of the Canadian armed forces who died in 
the wars.

Bev Stewart, representing the families of those 
who fought for Canada, shared the history of her 
own family and its service in the military.

Maureen Bachetti read her poem entitled, 
“Forever We Will Remember.”

The Last Post was followed by a moment of 
silence before the playing of Reveille.

Lloyd Robertson read John McCrae’s poem, “In 
Flanders Fields.”

The service was 
ended by the singing 
of O Canada.

It is always a plea-
sure to see how well 
the services are 
received.

Remembrance Day

Our appreciation to Madeleine and Maureen for once 
again organizing this memorial.



continued on next page...

by Linda Atkinson

Ernst Frank, having grown up in Austria, a country 
annexed by the Nazis in 1938, was enlisted at the 
age of 10 in Hitler Youth. Toward the end of the 
war, when he was 15, he was conscripted into the 
Volkssturm, a German militia. He was captured and 
spent almost a year in a prisoner of war camp.

Karin Klotz, born in Germany, was separated 
from her parents when her father was sent to fight 
in Russia and her mother undertook war work. She 
was not reunited with them until the war was over.

How, despite sacrifice and devastation, these 
two young people met, married and moved to 
Canada in 1953 is a romantic, heartrending story. 
How they dealt with poverty and struggled to build 
a better life for their children is a saga of courage, 
dedication and ultimate accomplishment.

The Atkinson and Frank families were once 
neighbours. Ernie and Karin were a fun-loving 
couple who involved themselves in community 
activities and who were always ready to volunteer 
their services. I remember an “Atkinson Oktober-
fest,” the annual event initiated to bring friends 
together in celebration of my husband’s October 
birthday. Karin and Ernie were the life of that 
party—she, charmingly attired in her dirndl, and he, 
in his lederhosen. Karin’s assistance in the planning 
and production of authentic German cuisine was 
invaluable. Her potato salad and strudel were 
devoured with great gusto. Our two families were 
to share many proud moments as our children 
grew, prospered, and presented us with grandchil-
dren. Their daughter, Anita, and the elder of our two 
girls, Mary Beth, became life long friends, facilitating 
our connection even after the Franks moved to the 
Belleville region upon Ernie’s retirement. Years later, 
I like to believe that we played a small part in their 
decision to settle here in Swan Lake Village.

In the meantime, my sister, Elaine Goble, had 
gained recognition in Canada’s War Museum for her 
portrayal of veterans and survivors of the Second 

World War. Aware that she was continually in search 
of subject matter, it occurred to me that she might 
like to hear from Canadian immigrants who had 
experienced the effect of that war from a very 
different perspective. I felt that the Franks would 
surely have a riveting tale to tell. And I was right.

Recently, when their son Jeffrey spoke on their 
behalf at a ceremony honouring Elaine’s art, he 
described his parents’ story as one “about the 
impact of war on children, and about resilience and 
hope.” He went on to say, “It also represents but 
one example of people from different countries 
who became a very large contingent of Canadians 
having experienced, from completely different 
vantage points, the most significant conflict the 
world has ever known.”

Legacy

“They have never before spoken outside of their family about 
their war experience or about the legacy of conflict they bear, 
even now.”

Artist, Elaine Goble 2020
Karin and Ernst Frank

The Frank Family

The Franks with Elaine at Homage



Had Ernst and Karin Frank not been encouraged 
by Elaine to open their “heavy box of history,” the 
agonizing and harrowing aspects of their narrative 
might never have been told.

Elaine traditionally spends time with her subjects, 
taking photographs, talking and, most importantly, 
listening. She encourages them to retrieve from 
dusty trunks, old photos, medals, and newspaper 
clippings. In the approach “from another side of 
the story” the Franks were generous participants, 
relating tales that had been previously unheard, 
even by their children. Unhesitatingly, they lent  
Elaine a precious scrapbook containing photos 
taken before and during the period of their 
cruelly interrupted youth, as well as documents 
verifying significant events. 

From information thus gathered, Elaine por-
trayed the life story of Ernst and Karin in an 
extraordinary montage. The work is currently on 
display in the Canadian War Museum as part of 
an exhibition entitled Homage—the Art of Elaine 
Goble. Fourteen pieces, selected from a perma-
nent collection of 45, depict in graphite, oil and 
egg tempera the impact of great conflict. On 
September 23, the Franks, in the company of 
their family, were invited guests at the opening 
of the exhibition being featured at the Canadian 
War Museum through December 12, 2021. In an 
interview with CBC on that day, Ernst reflected, 
“I think I was very lucky to go on in life and 
choose another country, Canada. It seemed 
to be the best of all the countries, and it still 
is.” Karin is always quick to point out that they 
are not the only ones who have dealt with 
pain and travail. She adds that she will feel 

rewarded if their story can inspire confidence 
and hope to those who despair.

Jeffrey Frank, speaking to an audience which 
included delegates and ambassadors from many 
countries, summed up his family’s thoughts 
about Elaine’s work. “She uncovers aspects of the 
legacy of war that tend to remain untold and that 
get people thinking and talking, which is exactly 
what good art is supposed to do.” c  

Elaine Goble, Normandy Warrior—Philip Favel

Gwen Paget
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continued on next page...

That’s the question we tried unsuccessfully to 
address in recent discussions with the City of 
Markham about the long-term water quality goals 
for Swan Lake.

In November, the Village of Markham Subcom-
mittee of Council accepted a staff proposal for 
another chemical treatment in three years, then 
cutting back on the frequency or volume of chem-
icals applied thereafter.

The three year treatment cycle is a significant 
improvement over last year’s proposed five year 
treatment cycle, but this is still not enough to 
restore a healthy aquatic environment. 

In our March 2021 community survey, area 
residents strongly supported the more challeng-
ing restoration goal as an important community 
objective. (See chart at the end of the article)

The committee approved a five year, $900,000 
program that includes continual geese manage-
ment programs and should stabilize the water 
quality in the lake. This should minimize the chance 
of health risks associated with the bacteria arising 
from algae in the lake. Certainly, a big improvement 
over the current situation. 

We argued that there are three fundamental 
reasons for spending more money to improve the 
aquatic environment.

First, the staff goals are based upon a “no 
contact” water policy. Even if the targets are 
met, the water would not be considered safe for 
human interaction. 

We don’t know when it will be safe to bring back 
the fountain. The water quality certainly would 
not support some of the original goals for the lake 
such as canoeing, kayaking that many respondents 
wanted to see. 

Secondly, a healthy aquatic environment provides 
critical baseline support essential for sustaining 
the broader environmental elements in the lake 
and park. A healthy aquatic environment includes 
healthy aquatic plants, which are essential contribu-
tors to oxygen in the lake, feedstock for waterfowl 
and an important element in the habitat for many 
fish and other aquatic species. A healthy fish popu-
lation is an attractive food source for many of the 
birds that frequent the park. Under the approved 
plan, it will be at least five years before the lake is 

healthy enough to support planting of water-based 
plants and stocking with fish.

The third reason is that a healthy aquatic 
environment, what the scientists call meso-
trophic, can be a significant contributor to a 
natural self-sustaining aquatic balance. Lower-
level forms of aquatic life consume algae. Higher 
oxygen levels reduce the draw of nutrients from 
the lake bottom. 

The poorer water quality categories of 
eutrophic (which staff is now proposing) and 
hypereutrophic (where we have been for many 
years), are not environmentally stable. The 
death spiral for the lake perpetuates under 
these conditions and will require continual and 
frequent management.

We recommended spending an additional $1.6 
million on a restoration plan leading to a healthy 
aquatic environment in the lake. We proposed 
spending $500,000 more for annual chemical 
treatments over the next five years to neutralize 
the phosphorus levels in the lake which is described 
as more than 60% of the algae problem. Another 
$1,100,000 would be required for physical changes 
to the lake to improve oxygen levels and to reduce 
the amount of road salt going into the lake. These 
investments would help stabilize the improved 
water quality over the long term.

Concerns About Road Salt Use
in Swan Lake Village

There was an active discussion on how to 
minimize the amount of road salt that is entering 
the lake. Two approaches were discussed.  

The councillors asked staff to investigate and 
report back by next June on our claim that much 
of the road salt entering the lake could be reduced 
by rerouting the amounts now entering the lake 
directly from Amica and from the traffic circle 
into stormwater sewers on 16th Avenue. It is esti-
mated this change would cost about $500,000.

However, councillors felt that the central issue 
was how to convince local property owners to re-
duce their use of salt. The city salts the street ar-
eas north of the park which represents about 15% 
of the road surfaces that drain into the ponds. The 
bulk of the stormwater flow entering the ponds 

by Fred Peters
Why Bother Restoring Swan Lake?
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comes from Swan Lake Village. One councillor 
implied that Swan Lake Village was creating the 
salt problem and was expecting the city to pay 
for the cleanup. 

There was an active discussion on how to 
encourage area property owners to adopt more 
prudent salt management programs including 

hiring contractors that meet the Smart About Salt 
management protocols. We agreed to pass on to 
the authorities in Swan Lake Village, the committee’s 
concerns about road salt use in the area.

We will have other opportunities to make the 
case for a healthier Swan Lake but it’s going to 
be a tough sell getting the tax dollars needed. c

Tracking the Travel Bug
by Marg May

I was bitten by the travel bug in 
1954 when, at age 24, my girl-

friend and I set out to cross the 
Atlantic on The Ascania for the 
total cost of $300. We arrived in 
Norway, suitcases in hand, and 
a two-month holiday plan to see 
Europe, staying in youth hostels. 
It didn’t take long for us to learn 
from the Norwegian hostelers that we must 
change those plans.

We bought Norwegian backpacks, mailed our 
suitcases to Canada House in London, bought pots 
and pans and studied the art of hitchhiking. We 
were fast learners.  We soon realized that Canadi-
ans were popular in Europe.  We purchased signs 
to hang from our backpacks to tell the world we 
were from Canada. 

From September to December we visited 
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Holland, Germany, 
England, Ireland, Scotland, France, Austria, Italy 

and Switzerland. Unforgettable!
I returned home to happily marry 

Les May and to have three kids. 
Since the desire to travel was still a 
big part of me. I had luckily married 
a guy who supported my dream.

We travelled in tents, tent 
trailers, campers, ships, planes 
and trains. I thought of a way to 

keep each trip vivid in my memory. My family 
bought me a very large map of the world and 
hundreds of coloured stick pins, and I began to 
relive my travels.

Orange pins reminded me of my hitchhiking 
days. Blue pins reminded me of cruises— 
Alaska, Russia, South America, Europe. Yellow 
pins reminded me of other various excursions. 

I stand in front of my colourful map and remember 
each trip. What a lucky person I have been!

Now I am living at Amica (and that’s “okay” 
too.) c

Oligotrophic (Clear water,
swimming and canoeing

Mesotrophic (Moderately 
clear water, canoeing,
swimming if monitored)

Eutrophic (Poor Water
clairty; no canoeing

or swimming)

Hypereutrophic 
(Dark green water; 

no human interaction)

Desired Outcome Acceptable Outcome



French Wines
The following quote from the handy dandy Wine 
Spectator’s Pocket Guide to Wine says “to know 
great wine is to know France.” France has thousands 
of vineyards, but most are for local or domestic sip-
ping. I recall visiting a wine store in the Bordeaux 
region, and my mind boggled when the proprietor 
mentioned how many wineries are in that one area. 
Maybe he was being gratuitous when he said that 
Ontario is the biggest market for Bordeaux. That may 
have been eclipsed when Costco in the USA began 
to have all kinds of wines for sale in their warehouse 
stores. Maybe one day, we’ll have that thrill!

The Wine Spectator says that France labels 
bottles by the region and the producer. I suggest 
Globus and Trafalgar coach tours, or Rick Steves 
puts together a circle tour of the French wine 
regions. I’ll bet they would have a full coach from 
Swan Lake alone!

I got together with Sam A and Bill D to blind 
taste test the three wines mentioned below. We 
checked the alcoholic content after we began, 
and were not surprised to see 14.5%. We assessed 
that their stronger bouquet would be good to 
accompany a roast in a heartier type of meal.

Bastide Miraflores 
Syrah/Grenache, old vines—2018,  VINTAGES
#320499 $19.95
From the LCBO page: “a blockbuster finish. It’s one 
of the finest values out there.”

Vivino (a free app with 1.3m Canadian subscrib-
ers,) gives it a 3.9 out of 5, and it is popular among 
Canadian participants, with 3000+ ratings. It tends 
towards bold, acidic and very dry. It is in the 4% 
range of ALL the wines of the world.

Tesserae
Carignan, old vines Cotes Catalanes—2018,
Vintages #343509

It is noted that this wine, “Drinks like a 40 dollar 
bottle. Exceptional value.” $18.95. Our panelists felt 
it was a little lighter than the Bastide mentioned 
above, although it too had 14.5% alcoholic content. 
Both wines were from the Mediterranean area, west 
of Provence to the Spanish border, and were sub-
titled Catalan vines.

Beaujolais Supérieur Bouchard Aine & Fils—2019,  
LCBO #9431

This is another bargain.“Excellent wine, worth 
more than the price!” $12.95. 3.6 rating on Vivino. 

The Vivino app allows you to take a photo of the 
label, and gives you more information than you 
need. It is a good complement to the LCBO’s own 
notes.

Beaujolais is light, smooth, dry and acidic. 
To show you how varied comments are, 145 
mentioned red fruits, 33 mentioned oaky notes, 
and 24 mentioned black fruit. Go figure. Vivino 
also pointed out that this 2019 is in the top 24% 
of wines of the world. At the above price, it’s 
worth a fling!

We three Swan Lake tasters found it a little 
fruitier and lighter than the others, but I did find 
it surprisingly stronger than expected. 

Here’s a little lagniappe. In a recent weekend 
Toronto Star review by Carolyn Evans Hammond, 
October 23, 2021, beneath a headline read-
ing “Undervalued charms of South Africa,” 
she mentions a white wine I often buy for my 
spouse, Jean, 2020 Robertson Winery Chenin 
Blanc, LCBO #281311 at $9.95. For those with 
chocolate addictions, The Chocolate Bloc by 
Boekenhoutskloof, Vintages #129353 may be 
released by the time we go to press, and at 
$39.95, usually this is out of my comfort range, 
but, hey, anything for Tips on Sips.

Next up, west coast USA wines.
If anyone has a favourite, email
me at pjacb15m@mac.com. My
favourite is J. Lohr Seven Oaks
Cabernet Sauvignon at $23.95.
Great for a dinner gathering
where guests will be
commenting, familiar or not,
with wine. The LCBO notes
state that this Cab is the
most popular of the
Vintage essentials.

If you have a favourite
wine, a bargain
value, a wine for a
celebration, red or
white, email me at
pjacb15m@mac.com
or call 905 471 1103 

Enjoy!

Tips on Sips
by Paul M. Howard
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GIFT IDEAS!!
With the holiday season
almost here, you may be 
looking for gift ideas.
Look no further than our 
Lakeview advertisers! Here 
are great gift suggestions from a few them.

Sherlase Clinic & Spa’s feature gift for 2021 is a 
luxury spa robe (usually only found in the best 
hotels!), with a gift certificate for a relaxing facial. 
This beautifully gift-wrapped present can be 
delivered locally for free, or picked up at Sherlase 
on 16th Avenue.

The Garden Basket has wonderful gift baskets 
that everyone loves. During the holiday season 
they always have a large assortment of pre-
made baskets wrapped with holiday decora-
tions. Baskets can also be customized. Delivery 
is available.

Peppertree Klassics will hold their Men’s Night 
for Christmas on December 16 and 21, 11:00 
am to 6:00 pm. Peppertree elves will wrap the 
men’s purchases for free. In keeping with Main 
Street’s theme, GNOMES for the HOLIDAYS, they 
have adorable gnomes for sale. Also, women’s 
and men’s socks, ladies’ scarves, mitts, gloves,  
toddler outfits, and kids’ sweaters. Lots of fab 
gift ideas!

La Belle Flowers & Gifts offers a wide range of 
the finest floral arrangements and unique gifts. 
They always go the extra mile to make your gift 
perfect.

Sol Escape Salon & Cosmetic Spa: Gift Cards are 
available for any one of their services—manicures, 
pedicures, hairstyles, spa packages, facials, etc. 
Gift cards are on the website or can be picked up 
at the Swan Lake Blvd. location.

Peach Tree Originals handcrafts timeless, com-
fortable clothing—casual, travel, or elegant. They 
are happy to make adjustments to their patterns 
to make “your” garment fit perfectly. Unique, 
quality fabrics and power colours for all, sizes 6 
to 22. Created with meticulous attention to detail 
in their cozy Anderson Avenue showroom!  

The Village Grocer selections include floral 
arrangements, poinsettias, amaryllis, gift baskets, 
Christmas decorations, quality houseware items, 
scented candles, fruit baskets, decadent cakes 
and pastries, Doreen’s fruitcake, stollen, mince 
tarts, a wonderful selection of Italian panettone, 
or a very special catered meal.

Hempen Jewellers offers quality European 
craftsmanship usually only found in higher 
end jewellery stores. Discover unique, custom- 
designed jewellery for a fraction of the price. 

Advertising News
by Patricia Jones

ADVERTISING CONTACT INFORMATION
New advertisers, set-up, changes, queries, leads and satisfied 
customer information, please contact:
Patricia Jones – ptjones@rogers.com – 416-994-6962

Treasurer:  Pat Gill – lakeviewmagazine9@gmail.com – 647-400-8687 
Finance, invoicing, payment
Payments: Via Interac - Payee: lakeviewmagazine9@gmail.com OR 
send a cheque payable to Lakeview Magazine, PO Box 28, 
22 Celebrity Greens Way, Markham, ON  L6E 1B5

Magazine Production:  Nancy Susko, Key Cursor Inc. 
nancy@keycursor.com – 416-856-5623

Annual Advertising Rates
for 4 issues

Size of Ad Black & White Colour

Business Card (3.625”w x 2.25”h) $280 $380 

1/4 Page  (3.625”w x 4.875”h) $440 $580 

1/2 Page (7.75”w x 4.875”h) $780 $1,080 

Full Page (7.75”w x 10”h)  $2,100 

Inside Back Cover (7.75”w x 10”h)  $2,600

(All above pricing is subject to 13% HST)

Have you had a particularly good experience with one of our advertisers? 
Send me a note with the details for inclusion in a future issue of Lakeview.



I’ve walked the path behind meI’ve walked the path behind me
I acknowledge the path before meI acknowledge the path before me
I know the path within meI know the path within me

How do you know?How do you know?

Sheniz Janmohamed


